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Right-winger elected Costa Rica
President in landslide victory

S

SAN JOSE

Right-wing political scien-
tist Laura Fernandez won

Rodrigo Chaves had cap-
tured 48.3% of the vote
compared to Mr. Ramos’s
33.4%, according to the Su-
preme Electoral Tribunal.

America. But in recent
years, it has gone from
transit point to logistics
hub in the global drug
trade.

Costa Rica's Presidential Appearing via video link Drug trafficking by Mex-
election on Sunday by a  at her party’s official elec- ican and Colombian car-
landslide, after promising tion night gathering in the tels have seeped into local

to crack down on rising
violence linked to the co-
caine trade.

Fernandez’s nearest riv-
al, center-right economist
Alvaro Ramos, conceded
defeat as results showed
the ruling party far exceed-
ing the threshold of 40%
needed to avoid a run-off.

With 94% of polling sta-
tions counted, the political
heir of outgoing President

capital San Jose, Ms. Fer-
nandez vowed to “fight
tirelessly” to ensure Costa
Rica “continues on the
path of economic growth,
freedom, and above all, the
progress of our people.”

Changing trend

The country of 5.2 million
people has long been seen
as an oasis of stability and
democracy in Central

communities, fuelling turf
wars that have caused the
murder rate to jump 50%
in the past six years, to 17
per 100,000 inhabitants.

Ms. Fernandez’s win
confirms a rightward lurch
in Latin America, where
conservatives have ridden
anger towards corruption
and crime to win power in
Chile, Bolivia, Argentina
and Honduras.

Right-winger elected Costa Rica President in landslide victory
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Right-wing political scientist Laura Fernandez won Costa Rica’s Presidential election on

Sunday by a landslide, after promising to crack down on rising violence linked to the

cocaine trade

Sforgdl Ierifcres Ay WRT WatSi A AR ® piver Rt & wgufa TAa A Wk St
BIRICT I, Od I61 DI ATIR Y ! 95l fEHT W Tt B 1 a1l febar

o Fernandez’s nearest rival, center-right economist Alvaro Ramos, conceded defeat as results
showed the ruling party far exceeding the threshold of 40% needed to avoid a run-off
Pl 31 Abedd Ufdeg!, Aeay-cfemmdt srfamed srearY I[N, 7 3R WeR P Fife
ol A TAREG ad 40% DI 39 UHT I BIHT 3 Hdhd T Sl IA-3MTP I F9 o fo1g o) ot

o With 94% of polling stations counted, the political heir of outgoing President Rodrigo Chaves
had captured 48.3% of the vote compared to Mr. Ramos’s 33.4%, according to the Supreme
Electoral Tribunal
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e Appearing via video link at her party’s official election night gathering in the capital San Jose,
Ms. Fernandez vowed to “fight tirelessly” to ensure Costa Rica “continues on the path of
economic growth, freedom, and above all, the progress of our people.”
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Changing trend
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e The country of 5.2 million people has long been seen as an oasis of stability and
democracy in Central America
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e Butin recent years it has gone from transit point to logistics hub in the global drug trade
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e Drug trafficking by Mexican and Colombian cartels have seeped into local communities,
fuelling turf wars that have caused the murder rate to jump 50% in the past six years, to 17
per 100,000 inhabitants
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e Ms. Fernandez's win confirms a rightward lurch in Latin America, where conservatives
have ridden anger towards corruption and crime to win power in Chile, Bolivia, Argentina
and Honduras
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Bad Bunny makes Grammys history,

Dalai Lama gets award for storytelling
e

Associated Press
LOS ANGELES

Puerto Rican superstar
Bad Bunny won album of
the year at the 2026 Gram-
my Awards for his critical-
ly-acclaimed Debi Tirar
Mas Fotos — the first Span-
ish-language work to take
the top honor in music.

Billie Eilish won song of
the year for Wildflower..

Olivia Dean was named
best new artist.

Shaboozey accepted the
award for country duo/
group performance.

Kendrick Lamar and
SZA won record of the year

Top honour: Bad Bunny accepts the award for album of the year
during the 68th annual Grammy Awards on Sunday. Ap

for Luther.

The victory means Mr.
Lamar broke Jay-Z’s record
to become the rapper with
the most career Grammys.

Pop vocal album went to
Lady Gaga for Mayhem,
while pop solo perfor-
mance went to Lola Young
for Messy.

The inaugural contem-
porary country album ca-
tegory went to Jelly Roll for
Beautifully Broken.

During the Premiere Ce-
remony, the Dalai Lama
won his first Grammy for
audio book, narration and
storytelling recording.

Golden from the film
KPop Demon Hunters won
song written for visual me-
dia, marking the first time
a K-pop act has won a
Grammy.

Music film went to ‘Mus-
ic by John Williams,” which
means director Steven
Spielberg has officially won
his first Grammy.

Bad Bunny makes Grammys history, Dalai Lama gets award for storytelling
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Puerto Rican superstar Bad Bunny won album of the year at the 2026 Grammy Awards for
his critically-acclaimed Debi Tirar Mas Fotos — the first Spanish-language work to take
the top honor in music
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Billie Eilish won song of the year for Wildflower

feft smafersr = wildflower & o T1RT 31T g $IR Sitar

Olivia Dean was named best new artist

ifafaan 9 & ave g snfdwe 1 T/

Shaboozey accepted the award for country duo/group performance

RIgEl A Bl FINAIT WHIHT BT [REHR WHR

Kendrick Lamar and SZA won record of the year for Luther

FHgP AR 3R THRST A Luther & o RPIS 347w g AR Siar

The victory means Mr. Lamar broke Jay-Z’s record to become the rapper with the most
career Grammys
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Pop vocal album went to Lady Gaga for Mayhem, while pop solo performance went to
Lola Young for Messy

UTY 9id TedH AS! TR &1 Mayhem & g e, Srafes uia et R THS @t 31 &1
Messy & fo forem

The inaugural contemporary country album category went to Jelly Roll for Beautifully
Broken

gl WWH‘%T@ PRI H@W Juft St ¥ Beautifully Broken o o fiyeft
During the Premiere Ceremony, the Dalai Lama won his first Grammy for audio book,
narration and sto%ﬁlmg recording

TS T 3 SATfSA g, R R Wi it & forw
SO U AT Sfidr

Golden from the film KPop Demon Hunters won song written for visual media, marking
the first time a K-pop act has won a Grammy

e KPop Demon Hunters %I Golden Ma ﬁqara Hifsar %ﬁlﬁf?’l@T T e 9o |
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Music film went to ‘Music by John Williams,” which means director Steven Spielberg has
officially won his first Grammy
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Music’s biggest stars
protest immigration
crackdown in U.S.

Associated Press

Entertainment’s awards season in the U.S. has
coincided with the Donald Trump administra-
tion’s mass deportation campaign in Minneapolis,
forcing artists to decide whether and how to join
the growing cultural revolt against immigration
crackdowns.

Pushback from music’s biggest stars was visible
on Sunday from the Grammys red carpet and
throughout the telecast. Activists spent the week
pressing celebrities to don pins protesting the U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) pre-
sence in cities, working with their teams to spread
the message and circulating them at the many
events leading up to the ceremony.

The frequent pushback and buttons’ preva-
lence marked a much stronger showing of support
than organisers saw at last month’s Golden
Globes. Public backlash has grown since a Border
Patrol officer shot and killed 37-year-old nurse
Alex Pretti and federal agents detained 5-year-old
Liam Conejo Ramos. The recent arrest of journal-
ist Don Lemon, who attended Sunday’s ceremo-
ny, only added to the outcry.

Billie Eilish, Finneas, and Carole King wore pins
while appearing onstage. Even Justin and Hailey
Bieber, who don’t normally address American
politics, had them. Eilish, who won song of the
year, began her speech by professing that “no one
is illegal on stolen land.” British soul pop singer
Olivia Dean, recognised as best new artist, shared
that she is the granddaughter of an immigrant —
people who she said “deserve to be celebrated.”
Expletives flew as ICE got cursed multiple times
by winners.

“Before I say thanks to God, I'm gonna say: ICE
out,” Bad Bunny said to great applause while ac-
cepting the award for best musica urbana album.
“We are not savage, we are not animals, we are
not aliens. We are humans and we are
Americans.”
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Music’s biggest stars protest immigration
crackdown in U.S.

3MRPT A 3T HRars & faare Jia Sd
¥ g3 RaR| &1 faRiy

. Music’s biggest stars protest immigration
crackdown in U.S.
ifid ST & oS Rar et & 3w $Rars & s
Ry Hd &
. Entertainment’s awards season in the U.S. has
coincided with the Donald Trump administration’s mass
deportation campaign in Minneapolis, forcing artists to
decide whether and how to join the growing cultural revolt
against |mm|grat|on crackdowns

TARSH 3N &1 Jared Ao, fafrmifery
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BIEHEINE K
. Pushback from music’s biggest stars was visible on
Sunday from the Grammys red carpet and throughout the
telecast
AR & TS I8 Prde I AR T TR & SR T
ST & g RIaR! &1 3R T faRiy Wy wu I fewars e
° Activists spent the week pressing celebrities to don
pins protesting the U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) presence in cities, working with their
teams to spread the message and circulating them at the
many events leading up to the ceremony
FHRIGAS 7 g HR KRR R IR § 4,09, sRERF Us
PHLE TABIHAC (ICE) HI ASET & R o ug=a &
SS9 STal, 3% Gall & a1 Frda Te=r Sarr sk I9RIg @
U8 B AId B8 BRIHH! A 38 faard faar
. The frequent pushback and buttons’ prevalence
marked a much stronger showing of support than organisers
saw at last month’s Golden Globes

AR 81 38 faRiY 3R siel ) e HieleTit A fUsd agh
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e Public backlash has grown since a Border Patrol officer shot and killed 37-year-old nurse
Alex Pretti and federal agents detained 5-year-old Liam Conejo Ramos

T diev Ugid SR
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e The recent arrest of journalist Don Lemon, who attended Sunday’s ceremony, only added

to the outcry

AR F THRIE T WA §TUFTHR ST AU Bt gTferdr IRTIRT A 3 3MhIT BT 3R FeT

fear

+ Billie Eilish, Finneas, and Carole King wore pins while appearing onstage
T R ferars 3 g et smafersr, fiefaa oik A fdar 3 o g

e Even Justin and Halley Bieber, who don’t normally address American politics, had them

gl b o IR 3R 2ol SlaR, i 31T R TR SRfYast AreiAifal R a1 el e, I ot

o e

e Eilish, who won song of the year, began her speech by professing that “no one is illegal on

stolen land.”
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e British soul pop singer Olivia Dean, recognised as best new artist, shared that she is the
granddaughter of an immigrant — people who she said “deserve to be celebrated.”
fofes A ufa mideT sifefaan S, g ave =g enfde g1 a1, A wren fomn 6 a8 T
TaTRH 1 Uit § — T 1T, A% IR § 361 el [ d T & §PeR & 1"

o Expletives flew as ICE got cursed multiple times by winners

fastaraeft gR1 %2 SR ICE & 1 M & HRUT URE TS AT

o “Before | say thanks to God, I’'m gonna say: ICE out,” Bad Bunny said to great applause
while accepting the award for best musica urbana album

BT ST TeaH &1 [RIHR WIHR FHRd gU 98 F1 7 YR qiferdt & s dgl, “UiTaH
B YdIc B T Ugd A HE: ICE T3S
o “We are not savage, we are not animals, we are not aliens. We are humans and we are
Americans.”
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Sports Ministry looks to revive
Formula One Indian Grand Prix

Uthra Ganesan
NEW DELHI

The Sports Ministry is
working to try and bring
Formula One back to India
amidst consultations with
all concerned parties.

Ministry sources on
Monday confirmed that
Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya has already vi-
sited the Buddh Interna-
tional Circuit (BIC) in Grea-
ter Noida and held talks
with officials. The Indian
Grand Prix was held for
three years from 2011-13
before tax issues forced it
off the calendar.

“The Sports Minister vi-
sited the Buddh Interna-
tional Circuit last week and
held discussions on when
the event could be restart-
ed. He has told the owners
to identify an event man-
agement company and let
them handle things for the
next two to three years.
Once things start moving,
tax issues will also be re-
solved,” sources said.

The BIC was created and
owned by Jaypee Group
before its licence was can-
celled and taken over by

Sizing up: Ministry sources confirmed that Mandaviya has already
visited the Buddh International Circuit. FILE PHOTO: RAMESH SHARMA

the Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority. The Jaypee
Group is currently in-
volved in corporate insol-
vency issues in court.

It would not be easy, ho-
wever, with an already
packed calendar of 24 rac-
es - an average of two per
month - and growing inter-
est from more countries.
The circuit, however, has
hosted other events, in-
cluding the MotoGP in
2023 (which was also dis-
continued for similar rea-
sons), the Asia Road Rac-
ing Championships (2016)

and a few domestic events
like the Prima Truck Rac-
ing Championship
(2014-17).

The Sports Minister has
asserted that India has dis-
played “operational readi-
ness” for the 2030 Com-
monwealth Games and
2036 Olympics by hosting
45 international competi-
tions across 20 disciplines
in the last year. He cited en-
dorsements from several
international federations,
including the International
Paralympic Committee, In-
ternational Cycling Union
and World Boxing.
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Sports Ministry looks to revive Formula One Indian Grand Prix
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The Sports Ministry is working to try and bring Formula One back to India amidst
consultations with all concemed parties.

W HaTeg et Tetd velt ¥ IRl & §9 URa J BIHar a9 & a0y A &1 HIRIRT HR 36T
gl

Ministry sources on Monday confirmed that Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya has
already visited the Buddh International Circuit (BIC) in Greater Noida and held talks with
officials.

T GE A QAR H1 gfY B P @a Wt AeRga Heifaan ugd g deR vt § g
3R Afhe (BIC) HTERT IR Ib § eﬁ? SHfYBTRT} & Y Iaid DI 8|

The Indian Grand Prix was held for three years from 2011-13 before tax issues forced it off
the calendar.

T Ui W 2011-13 AP <f1F Tal dab SIS fobam T o1, $Ub 91G R Fah gei & RO
T Faiex I gel fear )

“The Sports Minister visited the Buddh International Circuit last week and held
discussions on when the event could be restarted. He has told the owners to identify an event
management company and let them handle things for the next two to three years. Once
things start moving, tax issues will also be resolved,” sources said.

@amﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁmwmvﬁwaﬂﬁmaﬁwﬁﬁﬁ?Wmﬁﬁﬁ
I[E B 9Hhdl ¢ | 3614 TIaId! &I H8T [ d U gde Arorie HU-t g SR AT &1 ¥ o ra
% dielt & YUTAA &1 S gt it oY e, @Y wadt e, of 57 81 e, & A FEn

The BIC was created and owned by Jaypee Group before its licence was cancelled and
taken over by the Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development Authorlty

BIC & STUl [YE 2 ST 3R YT fadl T, $Hh 38 Bl g B & a6 59 IYAT
TRIUYA Ssfcad Saaude SrUNel = JUTd o

The Jaypee Group is currently involved in corporate insolvency issues in court.

wradt Wg ada § e § rake fearfermae armat o i g1

It would not be easy, however, with an already packed calendar of 24 races — an average of
two per month — and growing interest from more countries.

gTqleh, T8 AT el SN, Ffh Uga T &) 24 ¥ BT dhaiex WRT 3N 8 — 3Ngdd Al A &t —
3R 31 =M 4 Sgall B B

The circuit, however, has hosted other events, including the MotoGP in 2023 (which was also
discontinued for similar reasons), the Asia Road Racing Championships (2016) and a few
domestic events like the Prima Truck Racing Championship (2014-17).

gTalp, Ffhe = 30 HRIHH! &) Ava 1 8, 54 2023 & MotoGP (S it ¥HH ®RUl &
¢ forar ), ufkra s IR AR (2016) SR $F TR HRIHH S Prima Truck
Racing Championship (2014-17) T €1

The Sports Minister has asserted that India has displayed “operational readiness” for the
2030 Commonwealth Games and 2036 Olympics by hosting 45 international
competitions across 20 disciplines in the last year.

W H#A A P81 b YR A {Uodd 9v # 20 Gl H 45 Siagia iR ot Avar e
2030 HIATA T IR 2036 NefUTH & oY “HaTeTHS AR fewrs 3

He cited endorsements from several international federations, including the International
Paralymplc Committee, International Cycling Union, and World Boxing.
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An honour to put my name
in the history books: Alcaraz

Reaching the summit: Alcaraz on cloud nine after beating Djokovic completing a career Grand Slam.
REUTERS

Agence !!ance—!esse “Well, it’s going to be a

MELBOURNE

Carlos Alcaraz says that his
absolute hatred of losing
drives him to keep making
landmarks after becoming
the youngest man to win
all four Grand Slam
tournaments.

In doing it at the age of
22 he surpassed legendary
compatriot Rafael Nadal,
who was 24 when he com-
pleted a career Grand Slam
of all four majors.

“I hate losing, so that’s
my motivation,” said Alca-
raz, who plans to have a
tattoo of a kangaroo to
mark his achievement.

He declined to say if a
rare calendar Grand Slam
— winning all four majors
in the same year — was
next on his hit-list.

big challenge. Those are
big words, to be honest.
You know, I just want it to
be one at a time,” he said.

But Alcaraz does want
to win the season-ending
ATP Finals, having been
defeated by the Italian Sin-
ner last year in the title
decider.

And a Davis Cup crown
with Spain is also on his
radar.

Alcaraz  surprisingly
split with coach Juan Car-
los Ferrero in December af-
ter seven hugely successful
years together, with assis-
tant coach Samuel Lopez
taking over.

He has not divulged the
reasons behind the change
in any depth, but took sa-
tisfaction from triumphing
in Melbourne given all the

speculation beforehand.

“Just happy to prove all
the people were wrong,”
he said.

Among Alcaraz’s miles-
tones, his maiden Slam, at
the US Open in 2022, made
him the youngest cham-
pion of a men’s major since
Nadal at the 2005 French
Open.

He was also the youn-
gest man to ascend to the
world number  one
ranking.

“Right now I'm just try-
ing to have time to realise
what I’'ve been doing,” he
said.

“I know I’'m making his-
tory with some trophies,
some tournaments, some
achievements that [I've
been getting. For me it’s an
honour to put my name in
the history books.”

An honour to put my name in the history books: Alcaraz

SfagTy & faral | Sry=T AT/ gl SIET GHIH i d1d: SPRTS

e Carlos Alcaraz says that his absolute hatred of losing drives him to keep making
landmarks after becoming the youngest man to win all four Grand Slam tournaments.
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In doing it at the age of 22 he surpassed legendary compatriot Rafael Nadal, who was 24
when he completed a career Grand Slam of all four majors.

22 94 Ft 3 T T8 TR IR 3517 30 URIG THHE Abd TeTd $I 4 Biel, Sl It IR
ToR & T oha R 24 a9 & 9

“I hate losing, so that’'s my motivation,” said Alcaraz, who plans to have a tattoo of a
kangaroo to mark his achievement.

T BR W TR §, T AL IRUM B, (e RISl A &g, Sl S0+ Iueifed i g e & ferg
HIRE BT ¢ T7aH B! Ao FB 8 |
He declined to say if a rare calendar Grand Slam — winning all four majors in the same year
— was next on his hit-list.

I8 I8 Tt war i 1 gty Pasr A w@H — Us & Ird & Tt IR AoR Shiar — 3!
SATElt AT &

“Well, it's going to be a big challenge. Those are big words, to be honest. You know, | just
want it to be one at a time,” he said.

R, Ig U Jo! I o1it | T B ol A 59 sk & | 3T I &, H 39 eR-¢R g1iiet e
ARl §,” S5 Hall

But Alcaraz does want to win the season-ending ATP Finals, having been defeated by the
Italian Sinner last year in the title decider.

AT SrepRIS HTH-EfET ATP BT SitdHT I18d 8, S8l 3 U9 d 91 el3ed Mo §
Sarerat R = g ol

And a Davis Cup crown with Spain is also on his radar.

3R T F A1y Sfaw wu 1 faae f et TR A 7

Alcaraz surprisingly split with coach Juan Carlos Ferrero in December after seven hugely
successful years together with assistant coach Samuel Lopez taking over.

STHRIS A AT 948G TBA I P qIG [GHeR T 30 HId ST BTATT BRI I THT 514 BT
3MefSe St fom, 3R Teae S RYSra arae - forHeR) Ty |

He has not divulged the reasons behind the change in any depth, but took satisfaction from
tnumphmg in Melbourne given all the speculation beforehand.

& HRUT DI TEXTS I IS ol [T, Afde Aea- | siia- IR I Idy ga,
QIR Ugdl 4 9 @1 3chal b sG|
“Just happy to prove all the people were wrong,” he said.
Rt G g fob waep! a8 wifed fan i 9 7Ted 9, 31 Fell
Among Alcaraz’s milestones, his maiden Slam, at the US Open in 2022, made him the
youngest champion of a men’s major since Nadal at the 2005 French Open.
3CHRIS P JUATS} H, 7T Ugell TiH, 2022 H US Open H, 3 2005 & Thd 31U & dIg
T geul & AR $T I9 gar dArg=T o1 |
He was also the youngest man to ascend to the world number one ranking.
d fay ¥H ¥ R T W g ard 9ed gar 7oy i 79
“Right now I'm just trying to have time to realise what I've been doing,” he said.
= g & S I8 JHSA & T 9oy A1 91gdn § 6 § 1 dR QT R, S5 Fall
“I know I'm making history with some trophies, some tournaments, some achievements that
I've been getting. For me it's an honour to put my name in the history books.”
H@Tw%m TAMHE 3R $§ IudTsd! & 1Y g 1 8T § | R fore o
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ATl stop

Making access to menstrual hygiene for
girls a fundamental right is a big step

T he perspicacious judgment of the Su-

preme Court last week encapsulating the

right to menstrual health and hygiene in-
to the fundamental right to life and dignity under
Article 21 of the Constitution is precisely the kind
of intervention needed, with all the power of
Thor’s hammer. A Bench of Justices J.B. Pardiwa-
la and R. Mahadevan wrote in their sterling judg-
ment that takes a rare, rights-based, 360 degree
view of the problem: “Autonomy can be mea-
ningfully exercised only when girl children have
access to functional toilets, adequate menstrual
products, availability of water, and hygienic me-
chanisms for disposal.” Shifting the onus, the
judges called upon the state to make menstrual
health accessible to all girls and remove the trip-
tych of stigma, stereotyping and humiliation that
girls who do not have access to these facilities are
regularly subject to. The judges noted that this
violates the bodily autonomy of menstruating girl
children. Terming it as ‘menstrual poverty’, the
Bench said that it hinders menstruating girls
from exercising their right to education with dig-
nity equal to their male counterparts, or students
who can afford sanitary products. The Court or-
dered States and Union Territories to ensure that
every school has functional, gender-segregated
toilets, and wrote in punitive action for non-com-
pliance. The state will be held accountable if go-
vernment-run schools did not comply, and priv-
ate schools can be derecognised.

The lack of access to health-care products dur-
ing menstruation, even clean water and toilets,
arises from a clear, gendered lack of equity.
While the National Family Health Survey
(NFHS)-5 data claim that the percentage of wo-
men aged 15-24 years using hygienic methods
during their menstrual cycles has risen to 77.3%
in NFHS-5 from 57.6% in NFHS-4, it still leaves
about a fourth of all women of eligible age in the
country adrift, without support. While the Minis-
try of Drinking Water and Sanitation under the
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan has said that it has deve-
loped guidelines on menstrual hygiene manage-
ment for creating awareness in rural areas, im-
plementation has always been patchy and the
energy is project-based, not sustained. Fragment-
ed, though well-meaning, efforts by non-govern-
mental organisations have formed the bulk of in-
terventions for years now, but the ability to erase
the stigma requires a larger force to act. With the
judgment there is finally a chance of that happen-
ing. Commitment from a policy and financial per-
spective alone can ensure menstrual hygiene for
all young girls and women and enable them to
achieve their full potential. As the judges said, in-
spired by the motto of The Pad Project: “A period
should end a sentence, not a girl’s education.”

A full stop

T i favmm

e Making access to menstrual hygiene for girls a
fundamental right is a big step .

asfral & fore aifre vt Tawsdr oo ugd &) Wi
ARPR T UH T8 HSH §

e The perspicacious judgment of the Supreme
Court last week encapsulating the right to menstrual
health and hygiene into the fundamental right to life
and dignity under Article 21 of the Constitution is
precisely the kind of intervention needed, with all the
power of Thor’s hammer.

U3 Iwig Yare ey &1 98 gRali ot fored
RS o WA SR Wsdl & ARIBR B AU &
3T 21 & SfIfd e SR TRHT & e SifIeR o
qHIfed foba T 991 81 gXI& § Foreest
TRl A, 4R & gUS St gt e 3 ar |

e A Bench of Justices J.B. Pardiwala and R.
Mahadevan wrote in their sterling judgment that takes a
rare, rights-based, 360 degree view of the problem:
“Autonomy can be meaningfully exercised only when girl
children have access to functional toilets, adequate
menstrual products, availability of water, and hygienic
mechanisms for disposal.”

). TRiaTern 3R IR, WeTead & Uis A oA
ISP g B, S T & SHTSR-SR, gard 3R
360 I & T S @, forar: “<arerdar &1 anle i
! 81 Hehdl & SId aiferepreff Pl Bl Ararerdl dob
Ugd, Tt A1 o IdTG, U Bt SUdsd, 3R W
AR & a1 Iuesy Bl 1"

e Shifting the onus, the judges called upon the state to
make menstrual health accessible to all girls and remove
the triptych of stigma, stereotyping and humiliation
that girls who do not have access to these facilities are
regularly subject to.

Rt &1 9 WFARd #d g, aranEhe 3 g @
Fe1 [ a8 9t Fifcrprelt & fore miies o warea &1
Y SIE 3R PP, Tleagal R HTAA 31 3t Bl
gy, foraeT aeH1 31 gfaursdi ¥ dferd arfereTd faffa
Y 9 Bl g

e The judges noted that this violates the bodily
autonomy of menstruating girl children.
iRt A g1 o a8 AIkTe o J ToR 61 aiferarsit 3t
RIS AT BT I Bl |

o Terming it as ‘menstrual poverty’, the Bench said
that it hinders menstruating girls from exercising their
right to education with dignity equal to their male
counterparts, or students who can afford sanitary
products.

29 w1 o Y sad gT, fio A w1 % a8 Al

o qTelt SferaTatt dI 31U [oN THGEN A1 Wl Id1G BRie b+ arel (el & o T
& 1Y R & SHRABR BT TR B J Ahell 5|
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The Court ordered States and Union Territories to ensure that every school has functional,
gender-segregated toilets, and wrote in punitive action for non-compliance.

rTerd = Il SR s MR TSR 1 31eR e fos &R faenea & srixia fefr-smenfya srem
AT 1, 3R U 7 8 WR GSTHS BIedTg o1 Wy ot far|

The state will be held accountable if government-run schools did not comply, and private
schools can be derecognised.

e TRHRI faTerd SuTeH =T8T Bl dl oy & RAATR S8-am Se, 3R ol faemert o
AT IE, B Sl Jobell B

The lack of access to health-care products during menstruation, even clean water and toilets,
arises from a clear, gendered lack of equity.

RIS 4o & SR WRI-CIUTE ITE!, TgT e foh Wed Tt 3R Warerdl de Ugd o &,
AT SIHAMAT ¥ IO WY 3R YU SRGATAT BT YR 8|

While the National Family Health Survey (NFHS)-5 data claim that the percentage of
women aged 15-24 years using hygienic methods during their menstrual cycles has risen to
77.3% in NFHS-5 from 57.6% in NFHS-4, it still leaves about a fourth of all women of eligible
age in the country adrift, without support. ]
e T URAR T@TRA [d&H0T (TTCHYATH)-5 S 3iidbs Jdld § [ 15-24 T6 &1 Afgensi
A ARy & IR W3 TRID| BT SUUNT TIUHUITH-4 & 57.6% 9 d¢HL TIUHEATY-5 7
%?aw%, fop ot U6 T B U 3T BT T Th-NUTS AfSait &l o1 TeR & B

I
While the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation under the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan has
said that it has developed guidelines on menstrual hygiene management for creating
awareness in rural areas, implementation has always been patchy and the energy is project-
based, not sustained.

e T YR AT & dgd Ugord 3R ITaesdl HA1erd A &al ¢ fob 39 ardtor & &
SREd T 3 fore Iiyes 4o Xaesrel Ueie W feRnfAdsr fawfid fvu €, Afds foaran gasm
SITAM BT 8 3IR T URASHI-SeIRd 38 §, Iad a1

Fragmented, though well-meaning, efforts by non-govermmental organisations have formed
the bulk of interventions for years now, but the ability to erase the stigma requires a larger
force to act.

IR-IRBRY GG & feR g, geiifcs Ferzrt yory ol & g&iay) &1 go1 R 38 ¢, A
How HeH B & & foTT T IS Jfad BT Aiohd g1 TS © |

With the judgment there is finally a chance of that happening.

39 0l & WY 3fdd: SHP §H B! HHIGHT §9 7% 5

Commitment from a policy and financial perspective alone can ensure menstrual hygiene for
all young girls and women and enable them to achieve their full potential.

i ok faxiia =Beiv ¥ Ufaeadr & i fr=ifear sik afgansit & g mite wf awsar
AT HR Tl § 3R 3 o guf & UTe o3 & e &1 9hell 3|

As the judges said, inspired by the motto of The Pad Project: “A period should end a
sentence, not a girl's education.”

ST o et A g O Uivlee o G a1 4 ORd iR del: “HiRie 4 U ared THTe &y,
foreft et I e et
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Why are tribals protesting in Maharashtra?
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Why did thousands of tribals hit the streets in the State? What are the reasons behind the protests? What are concerns about the implementation of the Forest

EXPLAINER

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit

The story so far:

ver the last few days,
thousands of tribal farmers
from the Palghar and Nashik

districts embarked on two
separate long marches in Maharashtra.
‘The marches were organised by the All
India Kisan Sabha and the Communist
Party of India (M) (CPI-M) over pending
land rights of the tribals. The Palghar long
march started on January 19, and was
partially suspended on January 22 after
local demands related to administrative
intervention were accepted by the district
administration. But protests continued for
the policy-level demands of the tribals,
and on January 25, a long march started
from Nashik. It was declared successful
and withdrawn on January 29. Both the
Nashik and Palghar districts have a
dominant tribal population.

What are their demands?

‘The primary demands of the tribals are
about their land rights, employment,
irrigation and education. They demand
that as per the provisions of the Forest
Rights Act, 2006, the forest land which
they have been tilling for generations,
should be made in their name. They have
raised concerns over the current format
in which land ownership titles have been
issued. They claim that the current format
in which the government has listed their
names on the titles, excluded them from
benefiting from any government schemes
or institutional loans.

The other demands include the
construction of small dams and
river-linking projects for irrigation
requirements. They state that
west-flowing rivers should be arrested
with small dams and be diverted to
east-flowing rivers to help irrigate regions
which have been facing water scarcity.
This act, say the tribals, will enable them
to take crops throughout the year. They

Rights Act? Why are land rights, which are at the heart of the protest. a long-pending demand?

\ v Eh -

The road ahead: Tribal residents take part in the All India Kisan Sabha march from Nashik to Mumbai

land rights, and

currently take only one seasonal crop of
paddy. Additionally, they want
agricultural produce apart from paddy,
which includes corn, soybean, onion,
strawberry, mangoes, ragi, jowar, bajra,

f forest rights, in Kasara, Maharashtra, on January 27. pTi

24-hour supply of electricity.

What are the concerns ?

The biggest demand at the heart of all the
long marches has been the proper

i of the Forest Rights Act,

etc. to be sold at the Mini Support
Price (MSP).
They have also demanded the

completion of pending recruitments
under the Panchayats (Extension to the
Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA), 1996, which
will give employment opportunities to
educated tribal youth. PESA empowers
tribal communities in ‘Scheduled Areas’
with self-governance. The other demands
include the filling up of vacant teacher
posts and other staff members in Zilla
Parishad schools; more education
opportunities for tribal children; and

2006. Tribals have claimed that their
individual claim rights are rejected; that
they are allotted only a minuscule
proportion of the land they actually till,
thereby making them ineligible for
government schemes. Tribals groups state
that at present the record of land
ownership is in the name of the entire
village, and that their individual names
are only mentioned in the village
ownership document. They want the
ownership record to reflect their
individual names. The demands related to

irrigation and the implementation of the
Forest Rights Act have been constant
since 2018. Government sources said that
concerns about the allotment of just a
fraction of land the tribals tilled were
taken cognisance of. They also said that
they were looking into the possibility of
the digitisation of governance records
leading to incongruences and denials in a
few cases.

‘What does the government say?

As per data accessed by The Hindu, over
45% of claims under the Forest Rights Act
have been rejected so far. Recently, the
Government of Maharashtra held a round
of talks with a 15 by ion of

THE GIST

v

The primary demands of the
tribals are about their land
rights, employment, irrigation
and education. They demand
that as per the provisions of
the Forest Rights Act, 2006, the
forest land which they have
been tilling for generations,
should be made in their name.

v

They have also demanded the
i ending

the protestors, consisting of the leaders of
the All India Kisan Sabha and the CPI(M).
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis said
that the government is positive about
resolving the issues. As per 2025 data
about the claims under the Forest Rights
Act, 2006 (presented in the Lok Sabha in
July, 2025), Maharashtra has disposed off
3,80,966 of the 4,09,156 claims filed so
far. Of the 3,80,966 claims, 2,08,335 titles
were distributed, while, 1,72,631 claims
were rejected. The pendency in the State
is of 28,190 claims.

Government sources indicated that the
work on the Act was going on
incrementally, while admitting that there
was a difference in the interpretation of
the Act. Renowned ecologist Madhav
Gadgil, who recently passed away,
observed in his article published this year
that the misinterpretation of the
provisions of the Forest Rights Act has led
to anomalies. “There is a constant
ideological tension between a traditional
conservation approach, which resists
human presence in forests, and the
perspective of the Forest Rights Act,
which integrates forest dwellers into
conservation and management. This
tension reflects a deeper mindset framed
as “conservation versus forest rights”,” he
said in an article published in The India
Forum titled ‘Making Forest Conservation
Work for Forest Communities”
co-authored with Vijay Edlabadkar.

recruitments under the
Panchayats (Extension to the
Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA),
1996, which will give
employment opportunities to
educated tribal youth.

v
As per data accessed by The
Hindu, over 45% of claims

under the Forest Rights Act
have been rejected so far.

Why are tribals protesting in Maharashtra?

HERTY # Snfeardt favty ve=ia i o3 ¢ 872

e Over the last few days, thousands of tribal farmers from the Palghar and Nashik districts
embarked on two separate long marches in Maharashtra.

s o Gl & ureaer iR A1 el & oIRY iR fBaHT 3 agRIg H & SfefT-3ferT
SEICR PN P

e The marches were organised by the All India Kisan Sabha and the Communist Party of
India (M) (CPI-M) over pending land rights of the tribals.
Y eI SMfeamRidl & dfad Y SRSR! & e sifad HRd fFar auT sik uRd
FRIfee el [@Teiardl) gRT it &t 75 |

e The Palghar long march started on January 19, and was partially suspended on January 22
after local demands related to administrative intervention were accepted by the district

dministration.
Er%fg;%a%mmwmaﬁ%gé,aﬁuzmﬁmwmm
AT I Fefrd R A1t WeR fbT I & 918 39 31l T 3 g R o m)

e But protests continued for the policy-level demands of the tribals, and on January 25, a long
march started from Nashik.
Afee snfearRat &t ifd-TR & 1T & AdR Ry SR 8T, 3R 25 T a8 &I TR 9 U
SEIREUIEIRRRE]

e It was declared successful and withdrawn on January 29.
U 9o 9 fohar T SR 29 FFaY HF aow o ferar m

¢ Both the Nashik and Palghar districts have a dominant tribal population.

TR 3R UITeR—a ! forell & ST SHTaTet BT UH@ gl
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What are their demands?

I 7T |82

The primary demands of the tribals are about their land rights, employment, irrigation and
education.

3nfeanRed &) g 7l I Yy SR, AR, R ik Rren J geifdd 1

They demand that as per the provisions of the Forest Rights Act, 2006, the forest land which
they have been tilling for generations, should be made in their name.

I HRA & [ 99 PR rf¥if~am, 2006 & Trau™l & SR, oy 37 Yy wR 3 difeat
Gl B TQ €, TE I AH b1 S|

They have raised concerns over the current format in which land ownership titles have been
issued.

I YA Wi & TS SR A & gaHH URey R Riar oS g

They claim that the current format in which the govemment has listed their names on the
titles, excluded them from benefiting from any government schemes or institutional loans.
STHT 1T 2 b RO IH TReT B TR 3 UST R S A1 &t 1T 2, ST 32 TWh™Y
TIST137 AT HRIATA FH501 6T A O & dferd R [ g

The other demands include the construction of small dams and river-linking projects for
irrigation requirements.
3= AT H RS nawadarsit & forg e sl o1 i iR Adt-sie uRaeHm e g1
They state that west-flowing rivers should be arrested with small dams and be diverted to
east-flowing rivers to help irrigate regions which have been facing water scarcity.
BT g © b UfEm BT 3R T areht Al Bl B1e afelf I JAehT oy 3R 3¢ Id @l 3R 587
Tl Al & HiST S, dfeh ofd dbe 3t Yo &1 H RiTTs of 9 |
This act, say the tribals, will enable them to take crops throughout the year.

[ 3N, I8 Hed 3¢ R a¥ Hud a4 § F&H =em|
They currently take only one seasonal crop of paddy.
3 T B Had U &I Ub TH Hd dd
Additionally, they want agricultural produce apart from paddy, which includes com, soybean,

onion, strawberry, mangoes, ragi, jowar, bajra, etc. to be sold at the Minimum Support Price
(MSP).

s@mﬁlﬂaa 3 ATEd 8 fob UM & 3HcTar BN IuS— o H HaehT, Trarei, T, Tiad, 3,
ft, SR, SToRT 311 TMAE §—b! =graw adT g 1R 991 S|

They have also demanded the completion of pending recruitments under the Panchayats
(Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA), 1996, which will give employment
opportunities to educated tribal youth.

I vaTgd (S &l aw favan) sifuferam, 1996 & siaid dfva Hihl & -1 v Bt
Wt o ot g, oo fRféra snfeardt garsit &1 AR & srawR e

PESA empowers tribal communltles in ‘Scheduled Areas’ with self-governance.

Ig ST Srygfed ear & snfcardt Tari & WRINH &1 RHR <l ¢ |

The other demands include the filling up of vacant teacher posts and other staff members in
Zilla Parishad schools; more education opportunities for tribal children; and 24 -hour supply of
electricity.

3= |t | o uRkwe faenadt & Rad Rigie ual ok o HHaIA! & Ugh &I 4R, SHfgart
! & e Sifie Qe SR, 3R 24 ©e fawrelt syfef =nfya g1

What are the concerns ?

R w2

The biggest demand at the heart of all the long marches has been the proper implementation
of the Forest Rights Act, 2006.

gﬁﬁaﬁm@ﬁ%%ﬁma@mﬂmaﬂ‘m, 2006 &1 3fd foharaad 8T
|

Tribals have claimed that their individual claim rights are rejected; that they are allotted only a
minuscule proportion of the land they actually till, thereby making them ineligible for

government schemes.
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Tribals groups state that at present the record of land ownership is in the name of the entire
village, and that their individual names are only mentioned in the village ownership document.

SMfearet gl 1 H5 & [ ada & Y Wiia &1 Rl R Ma & 0 W §, 3R 376
TG A Had T P WA A & ol 5 |
They want the ownership record to reflect their individual names.

3 =184 § & T Repie # 390 aafaarra A1 i < &

The demands related to irrigation and the implementation of the Forest Rights Act have been
constant since 2018.

Rfarg 3R o SRHR fIfaH & fharaga & ISt AF 2018 T TAR &1 €3 8

Government sources said that concerns about the allotment of just a fraction of land the
tribals tilled were taken cognisance of.

WRBR] Gl 3 g fob MRt gRT Sl 18 YfH & dbac e few o 3fide Jaielt feidraff o
9 H foran T

They also said that they were looking into the possibility of the digitisation of govemance
records leading to incongruences and denials in a few cases.

3I5i T8 ot FET b 3 ST TUTEHT BI S o I8 & (b TR el & fefSiedhiont @ o
AqWat § srgTfaar SR SRt g3 gl

What does the government say?
WHR T FEl 872

As per data accessed by The Hindu, over 45% of claims under the Forest Rights Act have
been rejected so far.

< fdg GRT T 3iidhe! & SR, 37 SHRGR RFTH & iavd oF d® 45% I $ifie g
TR fHT ST g 7

Recently, the Government of Maharashtra held a round of talks with a 15-member
delegation of the protestors, consisting of the leaders of the All India Kisan Sabha and the
CPI(M).

TaEH, WHR A YRS & 15-Tewirg ufafRrsa & Iy ardf &1 & aR
fopa, forad YR fHar GHT 3R YR wgfere urdf @redardh) & =ar wnfira 3|

Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis said that the government is positive about resolving the
issues.

TErrH ¢d% BSUHIY | $gl [ IRHR & & JHTUH Pl AHR GHRIAD g |

As per 2025 data about the claims under the Forest Rights Act, 2006 (presented in the Lok
Sabha in July, 2025), Maharashtra has disposed off 3,80,966 of the 4,09,156 claims filed so
far.

3 ISR SfAFTH, 2006 F 3farid aral T Taferd 2025 & HidHs! & AR (S S, 2025 F
?ﬁﬁg%mﬁuﬁaﬁmw), HERIY 7 37d TP SRR 4,09,156 <1dI H F 3,80,966 BT IR R

|
Of the 3,80,966 claims, 2,08,335 titles were distributed, while, 1,72,631 claims were rejected.
3,80,966 adi 1 ¥ 2,08,335 Ug fadRd fdbT 1Y, STafdh 1,72,631 &d WIRS fbu U
The pendency in the State is of 28,190 claims.
T H 28,190 <4 ifed B

Government sources indicated that the work on the Act was going on incrementally, while
admitting that there was a difference in the interpretation of the Act.

WHRT I A Tohd e i i gn R &1 Hie U 9d @17, TY 8 ST WHR faar
fa Sifdfom o e & fidar g1

Renowned ecologist Madhav Gadgil, who recently passed away, observed in his article
published this year that the misinterpretation of the provisions of the Forest Rights Act has led
to anomalies.

TG TkfRufdeifag Area mefira, fomeT g1a 81 | Red go, = 59 av yaiiRid oo+ o |
Fel o a7 SifsR HfAFH & UrauT! &1 7Terd saredn | fagfaal Sv g3 & |
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“There is a constant ideological tension between a traditional conservation approach, which
resists human presence in forests, and the perspective of the Forest Rights Act, which
integrates forest dwellers into conservation and management.

“Th URURD YREUT EFHI0—ST g A JUFRFA T faRTe rar 8—a3iR o 3ifipR
AT BT T VB TR} BT Y01 3R st H A BRal 8—3 il &b o
AR daRS q1a §1 38l 5 |

This tension reflects a deeper mindset framed as “conservation versus forest rights”,” he said
in an article published in The India Forum titled ‘Making Forest Conservation Work for Forest
Communities’ co-authored with Vijay Edlabadkar.

g TI1d T T8t AT Bl Gl § oY “TReor 911 o SfIHR” & ¥ § wRqd foa S
?, 38 < Sfea wRA | uIlEa ‘Making Forest Conservation Work for Forest Communities’
e e H Far, o fas teassar & 1y gg-afad fasar mar ol

GS Paper 1: Geography

TOPICS COVERED | 03 February 2026

1.

Pennaiyar river dispute: SC directs Centre to form tribunal
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Pennaiyar
river dispute:
SC directs
Centre to
form tribunal

DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday directed the
Centre to constitute a tri-
bunal to adjudicate the dis-
pute between Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka over the
sharing of Pennaiyar river
water.

A Bench, headed by Jus-
tice Vikram Nath, directed
the Centre to issue a notifi-
cation to constitute the in-
ter-State water disputes tri-
bunal within a month.
“The Centre may place the
complaint filed by Tamil
Nadu before the tribunal
upon its constitution,” the
Bench said. This direction
of the court comes under
Section 5 of the Inter-State
River Water Disputes Act of
1956.

In 2018, Tamil Nadu
moved the Supreme Court
against Karnataka over its
work on dams and diver-
sions structures on the riv-
er. Karnataka had no right
to utilise the waters of Pen-
naiyar to the detriment of
the people of Tamil Nadu,
the State had told the
court. Tamil Nadu argued
that the flowing of water of
an inter-State river was a
national asset and no sin-
gle State could claim exclu-
sive ownership of its water.
An 1892 agreement over
the river water was “valid
and binding” on the party
States, it had contended.

Tamil Nadu had wanted
a prohibition on Karnataka
from initiating any new
schemes in the Pennaiyar
basin until a tribunal was
constituted by the Centre.
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Pennaiyar river dispute: SC directs Centre to form tribunal

TR A< faare: gifin #1¢ 3 5 o s afed s &1
fordwr fea

Pennaiyar river dispute: SC directs Centre to form tribunal
ﬁ%mﬂa“rﬁaw Tt B¢ 7 I B ARATRIBROT 713 R BT g fan
) The Supreme Court on Monday directed the Centre to constitute a tribunal
to adjudicate the dispute between Tamil Nadu and Karnataka over the sharing of

Pennaiyar river water
T i - AR DI g B 3R Feifed & oI TR A & Ul &

ScaR &I dHR faare & Auer & forw ArnfYe o 1fdd o3 &1 Adw fear

o A Bench, headed by Justice Vikram Nath, directed the Centre to issue a
notification to constitute the inter-State water disputes tribunal within a month
TGS fIhH 1Y B & aTell Th U1 = H% DI T He A & iR Siav-=iia
i faare =amafire<or & 8 & e SiftrgeT okt av &1 e fear

. “The Centre may place the complaint filed by Tamil Nadu before the
tribunal upon its constitution,” the Bench said

“ATATfUBROT & TS & qIG Hg aAfHTg gRT TR RIGad Hf IS THE TW
TP 8,” U6 A Fal

) This direction of the court comes under Section 5 of the Inter-State River
Water Disputes Act of 1956
aia%amugﬁﬁmgssawm-ﬂmﬂuﬁwﬁawaﬁ:ﬁmﬁmsaaaﬁ
STl

. In 2018, Tamil Nadu moved the Supreme Court against Karnataka over its
work on dams and diversions structures on the river

2018 T, af¥rerrg A 7 W aidl 3R His Ta1el R 6T T &1 & ddR Heled
& e Gita SI¢ &1 2w fobar o1

) Karnataka had no right to utilise the waters of Pennaiyar to the detriment of
the people of Tamil Nadu, the State had told the court

3T Y ST B I AT o Bele® B aRieg F A F Rdl ¥ Reg AR F
T BT SN B BT By AABR g1 o

. Tamil Nadu argued that the flowing of water of an inter-State river was a
national asset and no single State could claim exclusive ownership of its water
ahmﬁﬁ%m%wwﬂuﬁwmww@uwﬁg 3R BIs TP A
YD Sl WR A=Y Wi &1 &raT g1 B Gl

. An 1892 agreement over the river water was “valid and binding” on the
party States, it had contended

TS} STt T AP 1892 BT AHSNAT JaId Iul W “dY R AegPpRI” g, T I
Hal

o Tamil Nadu had wanted a prohibition on Karnataka from initiating any new

schemes in the Pennaiyar basin until a tribunal was constituted by the Centre

AfAreTg el U1 b &g gRT ARG & 6 I Heiled bl YaarR SR H it o =18
ST Y= R 3 ufaaird fam s
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LS adjourned as Rahul insists
on citing unpublished book

Leader says the reference from Gen. Naravane's unpublished memoir is needed to respond to allegations in LS questioning

the Congress's patriotism; Speaker blocks reading, invoking Rule 349(i), which bars quoting books or articles in the House

reeparna Chakrab.
NEW DELHI

eader of the Opposi-
L tion Rahul Gandhi’s

insistence on quot-
ing a part about 2020 bor-
der tensions with China
from former Chief of the
Army Staff General Manoj
Naravane’s unpublished
book, excerpts of which
were carried by a maga-
zine, paralysed the func-
tioning of the Lok Sabha
on Monday as it took up for
discussion the Motion of
Thanks to the President for
her address to Parliament.

Mr. Gandhi said he was
referring to incidents dur-
ing the border tensions
with China in 2020, men-
tioned in the excerpts, in
response to BJP MP Tejasvi
Surya’s allegations made in
the House earlier that the
Congress was indifferent to
national security.

Home Minister Amit
Shah, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju repeatedly
asked Speaker Om Birla
not to let him mention the
book as it was not pu-
blished. Mr. Birla gave a
ruling, invoking Rule 349()
of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in
the Lok Sabha, that no
book or article can be qu-
oted except in connection

Raising a point: Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi speaks in the Lok Sabha during the ongoing
Budget Session on Monday. ANI

with business in the House.

However, Mr. Gandhi in-
sisted on taking it up each
time he rose to speak. As
the stalemate between the
Congress and the Treasury
benches, as well as the
chair, continued, the
House saw repeated dis-
ruptions and was finally
adjourned for the day at 4

p.m.

The publication of the
memoir, Four Stars of Des-
tiny, has been put on hold,
with the Defence Ministry
saying that it will review it
and the former Army chief
saying that the issue is now
between the publisher and
the government.

Mr. Gandhi, who was
the first speaker from his
party in the House on the
day, said he had no inten-
tion of bringing the subject
up, but “a young colleague
made an allegation against
Congress”. “He has raised
the issue about our patrio-
tism and understanding of
Indian culture,” Mr. Gand-
hi said, adding that hence
he needed to take it up.

“Iam not able to under-
stand. They say they are
fighting terrorism, and
they are scared to hear one
quotation. What is written
in it that they are so scared
that I am not allowed to
read it? If they are not

scared, they should allow
me to read it,” he said.

“Trying to hide’

He maintained that he was
speaking on national se-
curity, which was central
to the President’s Address.

“Everyone in the Army
knows what happened...
you are trying to hide it
from the people here. That
reality every soldier of this
country knows..” he
added.

Mr. Shah said that
nowhere had Mr. Surya
questioned the patriotism
of the Opposition and had
just referred to the Presi-
dent’s speeches from the

UPA era that made no men-
tion of “Viksit Bharat”.

The Defence Minister
said the book Mr. Gandhi
was referring to had not
been published. If the
book was not allowed to be
published as alleged, then
why did not Mr. Naravane
go to court against it, he
asked.

Mr. Rijiju said if the
Leader of the Opposition
repeatedly ignored the
Speaker’s ruling and flout-
ed rules, the House would
have to discuss what action
should be taken against
such a member. He was
setting a wrong example
for young MPs by not fol-
lowing the rules of the
House.

Congress MP K.C. Venu-
gopal and Samajwadi Party
leader Akhilesh Yadav
urged the Speaker to allow
Mr. Gandhi to speak.

Speaking to pressper-
sons outside the House,
Mr. Gandhi said he was not
allowed to quote from Mr.
Naravane’s unpublished
book because it indicted
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the Defence Mi-
nister for “letting down”
the Army during the 2020
conflict with China.

“... They are scared be-
cause if it comes out, the
reality of Narendra Modiji
and Rajnath Singhji will be
revealed,” he said.

LS adjourned as Rahul insists on citing unpublished book

SYBTRIT [P BT gaTAl o W 31S g, AlmaHT RIRT

e LS adjoumned as Rahul insists on citing unpublished book
SYBIRIT TEIP FT 5T o IR AGA & S 361 I AHqUT RIFT

e Leader says the reference from Gen. Naravane’s unpublished memoir is needed to
respond to allegations in LS questioning the Congress’s patriotism; Speaker blocks
reading, invoking Rule 349(i), which bars quoting books or articles in the House

T BT HET ¢ b TR ARGVl Bl YDA ATHBYUT BT AgH ArpauT T oG Ft
AYUfRT IR IS 3RIUT HT a1 o & fore st §; Tt A Fraw 349(i) &1 garar < g¢ uen
A AP1, S T § GRaD! a1 Al & IS0 UR b TN §

e Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi’s insistence on quoting a part about 2020 border
tensions with China from former Chief of the Army Staff General Manoj Naravane’s
unpublished book, excerpts of which were carried by a magazine, paralysed the functioning
of the Lok Sabha on Monday as it took up for discussion the Motion of Thanks to the
President for her address to Parliament

Ud ST SR HAIST RGUl B BTG YRaP I 2020 & 4 &A1Y JA1 99119 I 9
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e Mr. Gandhi said he was referring to incidents during the border tensions with China in 2020,
mentioned in the excerpts, in response to BJP MP Tejasvi Surya’s allegations made in the
House earlier that the Congress was indifferent to national security

st 7ieht = FgT fs a8 2020 H A & T A1 TG & SR S TeISH HT gare ¢ @ &, S
3R § IR §, I8 T | Ugal HISTUT HiHg oo Al §RT T 71T I 3R & ware §
o1 & i gt G & vl Sari @

¢ Home Minister Amit Shah, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju repeatedly asked Speaker Om Birla not to let him mention the book as
|t was not published

3ifra =g, afm WA ey Rig 3R Tadta wrtf vt fo RS A aR-aR wfter
aﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂwﬁmﬁo‘a% QI BT I A DA ol oY Fifdh 8 USRI 1ol g8 &

e Mr. Birla gave a ruling, invoking Rule 349(i) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Lok Sabha, that no book or article can be quoted except in connection with
business in the House
oft fora 7 ApaHT B B ufhar 3R T Faaraed & faw 349(i) %1 garer d gu
et fear i gea & &rf | Taifdd 81 & 3ramar forfl qRaes a1 oRd &b SR -Tel fobar off
Hebdl

e However, Mr. Gandhi insisted on taking it up each time he rose to speak
gTaifes ot Mieh BR IR S & AU TS 8 IR 39 33 M W 318 [

e As the stalemate between the Congress and the Treasury benches, as well as the chair,
continued, the House saw repeated disruptions and was finally adjoumed for the day at 4

p.m.
HINT, T B ST SR 3fedel & oig TR IR 387 © & § IR-IR Y gU 3R
3ida: fa 1R & fore 2w 4 a9t RfTa R far

e The publication of the memoir, Four Stars of Destiny, has been put on hold, with the
Defence Ministry saying that it will review it and the former Army chief saying that the issue
is now between the publisher and the government
AHYT BR T ATE S &1 YHT=M e a1 1 €, &1 HATHT - gl b a8 S
Tfie B SR Yd JTeae A el fob 3d I8 Tl UhTRIP 3R IRPR & o419 §

e Mr. Gandhi, who was the first speaker from his party in the House on the day, said he had no
intention of bringing the subject up, but “a young colleague made an allegation against
Congress”

39 &7 e | 3ot urct 31 3R I Ugdl a9 <g of el A Fe1 for 3aT 39 fawd &1 IoM &1
®IS el Tal T, Afp “Uep Jar Tgaiht 3 S W 3RIY TRr

e “He has raised the issue about our patriotism and understanding of Indian culture,” Mr.
Gandhi said, adding that hence he needed to take it up

I GHRT SRIUIRT 3R URAT WPl &1 Y R FaTd 611 8, o et 3 g1, 3R et
fob gafery 3 T8 HeT SoT ST

e ‘I am not able to understand. They say they are fighting terrorism, and they are scared to
hear one quotation. What is written in it that they are so scared that | am not allowed to read
it? If they are not scared, they should allow me to read it,” he said
B T T UTXET§ 1 I FEA & [ d ATAPHATG T TS 38 &, AR TP S0 G 4 SR J &
ITH 11 fore & fob d 3o S gU © fob 12 ug 18T faan o @17 SR @ 781 v, A g9 ugA

‘“Trying to hide’
‘rylngacgzrle

e He maintained that he was speaking on national security, which was central to the
President’s Address
ST BB & I8 AFHT TR R e @ &, S Agufr P SrHTIOr 1 e v o

o “Everyone in the Army knows what happened... you are trying to hide it from the people here.
That reality every soldier of this country knows...” he added
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T H &R Pl oI & o T G ... 3T gt ANl & S fSUM 1 SRR FRIG 8 | 39 o
Mr. Shah said that nowhere had Mr. Surya questioned the patriotism of the Opposition and
had just referred to the President’s speeches from the UPA era that made no mention of
‘Viksit Bharat’

ot =118 = FgT fs ot gt A gt off fauer ot Qerufaa R wara 6t Somn ot $ik 35 Haa
gUIT HTaT & IPUFA & HTHON BT Jeeid foban o, Ford RepfRia WRe &1 fores 718t U

The Defence Minister said the book Mr. Gandhi was referring to had not been published
&1 w7 e 5 o e &1 4t Tieh oo % 3@ U, 98 UHIRIA T8 58 ©

If the book was not allowed to be published as alleged, then why did not Mr. Naravane go to
court against it, he asked

3I5iH Hard fopd fob af S U I [ ! UHIRId ol o 161 7T, df ot -Ravt Srgrad
T g1 MY

Mr. Rijiju said if the Leader of the Opposition repeatedly ignored the Speaker’s ruling and
flouted rules, the House would have to discuss what action should be taken against such a
member

gt RS 7 a1 b T AaT ufauer IR-SR THER & B 31 AT HId & IR o &1
I R 5, Al Fed B U4 IR & RIATh HRATs W I9] Bt gt

He was setting a wrong example for young MPs by not following the rules of the House
35 HET [ 98 e & Fadl &1 1A 1 Hdh gaT Aidel & o 7Tad I&Te-0T U= IR 36 &

Congress MP K.C. Venugopal and Samajwadi Party leader Akhilesh Yadav urged the
Speaker to allow Mr. Gandhi to speak

SR qige .30, JuETure 3R FHTSIETS! Urdf & a1 sifQa=r area = whew @ off mieh
S i AT G BT 3TE fohar

Speaking to presspersons outside the House, Mr. Gandhi said he was not allowed to quote
from Mr. Naravane’s unpublished book because it indicted Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the Defence Minister for “letting down” the Army during the 2020 conflict with China

T & S16R DRI J 91 dxd gU 41 Tieht A g1 o 38 ot Ravl & SUHIRId T o SGRUT
oy 7T uen fan mar i IuH vt g WY 3R Y& w 1R 2020 A A & w1y
Hud & SR ST BT “FART=T HIA BT SRIY T T 8

“... They are scared because if it comes out, the reality of Narendra Modiji and Rajnath
Singhiji will be revealed,” he said

“... d S §U S A SR g YA S T, ol 8% HIGHeil IR Ao gl 31 T8 IR
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Only structural change can restore
the balance in fiscal federalism

l n its much-awaited recommendations,

which were also tabled on Sunday, the Six-
teenth Finance Commission (FC-16), as anti-
cipated, has recommended that the vertical de-
volution ratio — the States’ share in the divisible
pool of Central taxes — be retained at 41% for the
period 2026-31. States want this to be 50%. This is
despite the Commission acknowledging the tight-
ening fiscal space States face under the GST fra-
mework, and that the growing mismatch bet-
ween expenditure responsibilities and assured
revenues has increasingly left them with “re-
course to market borrowings” as the principal ad-
justment mechanism. Predictably, several States
have criticised the projected devolutions for the
coming fiscal but have also cautiously welcomed
a tweak in the horizontal devolution formula.
The FC-16 has reworked the earlier “tax effort”
criterion into a broader “contribution to GDP”
measure and raised its weight sharply — from
2.5% under the FC-15 to 10%. This change is in-
tended to reward productive and efficient States
and represents a modest but meaningful attempt
to link governance outcomes with fiscal transfers.
However, the resulting gains are deliberately
restrained. The FC-16 makes it clear that any res-
tructuring of horizontal devolution must be un-
dertaken “gradually”, to avoid abrupt redistribu-
tive shocks to States that are more dependent on
transfers. Accordingly, the weight accorded to
demographic performance has been reduced, re-
flecting the view that penalising population
growth is no longer appropriate at a time when
India is close to the peak of its demographic divi-
dend. Conversely, the weight for population size
has been modestly increased. The net effect is
that industrialised States such as Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra see only incremental improvements
in their inter-State shares. This caution is under-
standable but also underscores the limits of the
Commission’s ambition. A stronger signal could
have been sent through a staggered increase in
vertical devolution, for instance by committing to
raise the States’ share to 45% by 2031, expanding
discretionary fiscal space while preserving stabil-
ity. The FC-16 flags the shrinking of the effective
divisible pool due to cesses and surcharges but
stops short of correcting this by recommending
their inclusion in the pool. To be sure, total
transfers to States are budgeted to rise by 12.2%
between 2025-26 (RE) and 2026-27 (BE). But 1.2
lakh crore — or about 42% of this increase — is
from revenue transfers under Centrally Spon-
sored Schemes, reinforcing a governance model
in which States act as implementers of priorities
set in New Delhi. The FC-16’s recommendations
recognise the stresses in State finances but do not
push for the structural change needed to restore
the balance in fiscal federalism.

A cautious nudge

TP AUl Hobd

e  Only structural change can restore the balance in
fiscal federalism

$Had WGP UNRGd- g1 Whd HYdIg 8 dqad o
RMT FR Fhdl &

e Inits much-awaited recommendations, which
were also tabled on Sunday, the Sixteenth Finance
Commission (FC-16), as anticipated, has
recommended that the vertical devolution ratio — the
States’ share in the divisible pool of Central taxes —
be retained at 41% for the period 2026-31.

30U SgUiard gamat H, forg faar &f ot ge # a1 T,
Tidgd fat MmN (Uhl-16) 3, ST 3FHM o1, I8

RGN Bt § {5 S aTeR FR-IaR0 SaTd — g Bl
& faUTST qot § 141 BT 3 — 2026-31 Ft 3afY & forg
41% TR g1 @1 ST

e  States want this to be 50%.

I 18 & fb U8 50% B

e This is despite the Commission acknowledging the
tightening fiscal space States face under the GST
framework, and that the growing mismatch between
expenditure responsibilities and assured revenues has
increasingly left them with “recourse to market
borrowings” as the principal adjustment mechanism.

g 39 0 & S1G9[G ¢ T SATANT 7 Shewd e & dgd
It & A Riged faxdia arR &) WieR fFar g, sk a8
1t i g &t ormeiRal sk gffyd Yora & o9 Jgdt
SR A I THRIGH & U 9 & ¥ § “T9R 9 SUR
A BT YERT 7 & forg 7oreR fpar g1

e Predictably, several States have criticised the
projected devolutions for the coming fiscal but have also
cautiously welcomed a tweak in the horizontal devolution
formula.

3OfET U ¥, B3 A4l A 3 a1l foxii auf & g
ST SXATGRUT BT AT B 8, AT T1 & aferey
IR-[IaR01 G B SeArd &1 aUFIYds @rTd ot fear g
e The FC-16 has reworked the earlier “tax effort”
criterion into a broader “contribution to GDP” measure
and raised its weight sharply — from 2.5% under the FC-
15 to 10%.

THH-16 - UgA & “BR YA HHES DI ATUD “Thdl e,
JaTe H INTE A H Fad 331§ 3R I9dT HR el
G § — THA-15 T 2.5% T TGTHR 10%|

e This change is intended to reward productive and
ellcient States and represents a modest but meaningful
attempt to link governance outcomes with fiscal transfers.

Ig 93dId SdTedh 3R HA ] Pl IRIHd B & U §
ﬁw%w&uﬂaﬁﬁ?ﬂuwﬁﬁhﬁww
Hiferg fe arfes T g1

e However, the resulting gains are deliberately restrained.
gtifes, sﬂ%uﬁmmwuﬁaﬁaﬁwﬁﬁaﬂw@ﬁﬁww%l

e The FC-16 makes it clear that any restructuring of horizontal devolution must be undertaken
“gradually”, to avoid abrupt redistributive shocks to States that are more dependent on
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transfers.
THHT-16 TF TR 5 [ afas a-faavor & faelt of grvfoet ot «fR-efR faman St =nfe, anfes
AR IR 3ifere R Il @ S gAfdaRoT et 7 @l

Accordingly, the weight accorded to demographic performance has been reduced, reflecting
the view that penalising population growth is no longer appropriate at a time when India is
close to the peak of its demogra h|c dividend.

F TR, SIS &1 AU 7T YR &I 91 71 &, O 59 VDI Bl g=ifdl & b
TTERSAT GG BT fSd T 31a Sferd 81 &, IR a0 9d URA 30 STRIRABIT ATHII &
R & e
Conversely, the weight for population size has been modestly increased.

4% fquta, SRR SR & oY YR &) AE &0 ¥ Fer T ]

The net effect is that industrialised States such as Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra see only
incremental |mprovements in their inter-State shares.

DI Bl YHTd U8 ¢ o afdrermrg iR AgRg o slieivfigpd It &1 3u SiRIadig o A
Had A g feadt g1

This caution is understandable but also underscores the limits of the Commission’s ambition.
Ig WY GHSH IR §, AP I8 SN $1 Hearbian o Tmrsft $1 Hf Y@ifed i g

A stronger signal could have been sent through a staggered increase in vertical devolution,
for instance by committing to raise the States’ share to 45% by 2031, expanding discretionary
fiscal space while preserving stability.

S eafeR FR-fARY B TRUEG g & IRT T 1% ASigd Hobd e S Havdl T, IS8R0 &
foTE 2031 T I & 3 DI 45% B TG P UldaGdl Hdb, TR FRRAT 91T 39 §U
fadrela foxita qraRT sgan

The FC-16 flags the shrinking of the effective divisible pool due to cesses and surcharges but
stops short of correcting this by recommending their inclusion in the pool.

THE-16 IUBRT 3R AR & HRU GHIS AU ga & Rigps &1 Rifgd o=ar 8, Afe 37
qd O A 6 &1 RGN IR 39 31 R 4 UTS 8¢ A ¢ |

To be sure, total transfers to States are budgeted to rise by 12.2% between 2025-26 (RE) and
2026-27 (BE).

Ay U ¥, I BT o SXATRUN 2025-26 (3HTRS) 3R 2026-27 (S3) F S 12.2% & BT
FoIc SFAM B

But ¥1.2 lakh crore — or about 42% of this increase — is from revenue transfers under
Centrally Sponsored Schemes, reinforcing a governance model in which States act as
implementers of priorities set in New Delhi.

AT 1.2 TR BRIS — 1 39 Jis BT AT 42% — g UTAITOI ASHIST & dgd Iod
AR § 3T 8, FoT a8 WA Ared Hofed gial ¢ forad It 3 faeel! gRT a9 Urdfidmdrai
& PIIUTb T SR X8 W1 g

The FC-16’s recommendations recognise the stresses in State finances but do not push for
the structural change needed to restore the balance in fiscal federalism.

THHI-16 Bt RIBIRY 9 {0 R Ta1d B WHR Bl 8, Al o Jaare § e se1d
PR & oI 3TaRgd RIS Fead IR SR el gl |
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Finance Commission triples grants to urban local governments
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A record allocation of *3.5 lakh crore and a higher share of local grants signal a policy shift towards India’s rapidly urbanising towns and cities

DATA POL

The Hindu Data Team

n February 1, Finance Mi-
0 nister Nirmala Sitharaman

tabled the 16th Finance
Commission report in the Lok Sab-
ha, setting the framework for tax
devolution between the Centre
and the States. The Commission al-
so recommended an allocation of
3.5 lakh crore to urban local go-
vernments (ULGs) for the next five
years. Generally, funds are de-
volved to ULGs through transfer by
the Central and State governments
in the form of grants. According to
an analysis by Janaagraha, a non-
profit organisation, the Commis-
sion’s allocation for the coming
five years matches the spending of
centrally sponsored schemes
through the Centre’s share over
the last 13 years combined (Chart
1). The report expands on how this
could improve first-mile infras-
tructure and services for smaller
towns and cities. It also notes the
allocation of ¥10,000 crore to the
urbanisation premium grant,
which could incentivise the pro-
cess of rural-urban transition.

The Commission has also allo-
cated 45% of local government
grants to ULGs, which is a noted
increase from its previous share of
36% (Chart 2).

The 15th Finance Commission
allocated 1.5 lakh crore to ULGs
for the years 2021-26. The 16th Fi-
nance Commission recommended
increasing the allocation by 230%
(Chart 3). Among the major
States, Kerala received the highest
increase in allocation of more than
400%, while Himachal Pradesh
saw a near 50% decline in such
funds (Table 4).

More than 60% of the grants to
ULGs were basic grants, of which
“tied” grants can be used for basic
services such as sanitation and wa-
ter supply, while “untied” grants
can be used by for location-specif-
ic felt needs, excluding salary and
establishment expenses.

Urban windfall

The data for the charts were sourced from Janaagraha’s report titled ‘The
XVI Finance Commission’s Recommendations for Urban India: Analysis and
Implications (2026-31)"

CHART 1: Allocations to local governments across various Finance
Commissions (%)
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Total local government allocations increased to 37.91 lakh crore (2026-31)
from ¥4.36 lakh crore (2021-26)

"
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CHART 2: Allocations to Rural and Urban Local Governments in % across
various Finance Commissions
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CHART 5: Component-wise breakdown of the 16th Finance Commission’s
allocations to Urban Local Governments in %

CHART 3: Allocations to Urban Local Governments across 3,56,257 cr.
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Finance Commission triples grants to urban local governments

famT ST A 2t WIFT WRERI &1 3rge™ &+ AT foean

e A record allocation of 3.5 lakh crore and a higher share of local grants signal a policy
shift towards India’s rapidly urbanising towns and cities

3.5 19

FAT BT Npie e 3R T

eI &1 3P TR YR & ol o

AR 81 32 HeaT 3R et 3 3R AT agara &1 THhd a1 2

e On February 1, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman tabled the 16th Finance
Commission report in the Lok Sabha, setting the framework for tax devolution between the
Centre and the States.

1 BRast & o Wit e Farmor 3 deaw 7 169 fom smair 1 Raid oo &, o s
3R Il & ST HR-FIAR01 HT gl a3 gl
e The Commission also recommended an allocation of 3.5 lakh crore to urban local
governments (ULGs) for the next five years.

STANT = 3T U1 I8 & o Wres) RITG TRPRY ! €3.5 ARG BAS 3MTafed B3 b Ht

R &

e Generally, funds are devolved to ULGs through transfer by the Central and State
governments in the form of grants.
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According to an analysis by Janaagraha, a nonprofit organisation, the Commission’s
allocation for the coming five years matches the spending of centrally sponsored schemes
through the Centre’s share over the last 13 years combined (Chart 1).

TH IR-AHGRT IR FATIE & Iy & 31 AT Tid auf & fTT SN &1 e
fﬁ@ﬁ 13 ﬁﬁ%%%@%mm@%%@wﬁmawﬁ%w% @ 1)l
The report expands on how this could improve first-mile infrastructure and services for smaller
towns and cities.
fYUIE archt § i 50 81 Sl 3R e & ol TH-TR Pt S(auRaT 3R aref § GUR gt
THA 5|
It also notes the allocation of 10,000 crore to the urbanisation premium grant, which could
incentivise the process of rural-urban transition.

ToH WedHRu Hifaw ereM & forT 210,000 FAS & 3ide &1 H I §, St AH0-Rgt
THHOT BT UfHaT B! Ui IR bl 3|

The Commission has also allocated 45% of local government grants to ULGs, which is a
noted increase from its previous share of 36% (Chart 2).

R WRHRI & SEH! BT 45% BT e RIFHG WEHRT &1 3idfed oo g, S uga
¥ 36% TR | w14 gfg § (@I 2)!
The 15th Finance Commission allocated 1.5 lakh crore to ULGs for the years 2021-26.
159 =T START = 2021-26 & IV & oL B RIFIG WBRI DI T1.5 ARG RIS 3Hdfed g
o
The 16th Finance Commission recommended increasing the allocation by 230% (Chart 3).

164 fa=T SMANT 7 3(1de B 230% TP T B RBIR D (AT 3)1

Among the major States, Kerala received the highest increase in allocation of more than
400%, while Himachal Pradesh saw a near 50% decline in such funds (Table 4).

U@ I § B DI 3f7de | 400% 9 3% & 9ad ga! s Hell, Taies ffamaa wexr o
T R & YT 50% @t fRTde S8 18 (aTfereT 4)|

More than 60% of the grants to ULGs were basic grants, of which “tied” grants can be used
for basic services such as sanitation and water supply, while “untied” grants can be used by
for location-specific felt needs, excluding salary and establishment expenses.

T3 R WEHRY B AT T e 7 60% T 31 7d e 8, K e < srger @
JUTNT T3 dl IR o7 SMTYfel St Haryd arsit & forg fasan S qhdr 8, Safds “seifd srem
BT I - sazasarsit & fore fHar o g 8, A iR R T &) SISHR |
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Activists slam allocation
for rural jobs schemes

They say govt. has offered little clarity on the transition from the MGNREGS to the VB-G RAM G

framework and the Emmised 125 days of employment cannot be financed with outlay provided

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

ivil society groups
C and rural employ-

ment activists have
criticised the Union Bud-
get’s allocations for rural
job schemes, alleging that
the government has of-
fered little clarity on the
transition from the Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS) to the
new Viksit Bharat-Guaran-
tee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) (VB-G
RAM G) framework, and
that the promised 125 days
of employment cannot be
financed with the outlay
provided.

The Budget has ear-
marked 95,692.31 crore
for the VB-G RAM G and
330,000 crore for the
MGNREGS, taking the com-
bined allocation for the
two rural employment
heads to %1,25,692.31 crore,
which the government has
projected as a 43% in-
crease over the Revised Es-
timate of 88,000 crore for
the MGNREGS in 2025-26.

However, Nikhil Dey,
founder member of the
Mazdoor Kisan Shakti San-
gathan (MKSS) and a key
architect of MGNREGS,
said the Budget “creates
confusion about the transi-
tion to the new law and its
real implications”. He ar-
gued that the 30,000
crore provision for the
MGNREGS was particularly

s . sy - " —ntHH A i
The Budget has earmarked 330,000 crore for the Mahatma

g

Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme. G.N.RAO

opaque. “While it has not
been made clear what the
330,000 crores allocation
to MGNREGA is meant to
fund,” he said, adding it
may be used either to clear
liabilities and wind down
the programme or to run a
short transition period.

Mr. Dey contended that
even a transition cushion
appeared unlikely because
of pending dues and near-
term spending. “There are
current dues of about
15,000 crore. Additional-
ly, there is likely to be an
expenditure of about
15,000 crores in the next
two months. Therefore,
the MGNREGA 330,000
crore allocation seems to
have no relevance for next
year,” he said.

Mr. Dey flagged unre-
solved operational ques-
tions, including when the
MGNREGA would formally
end, when its repeal would
be notified, when the VB-G

RAM G would start, and
when its guidelines — espe-
cially on cost-sharing and
State-wise normative allo-
cations—would be brought
into effect. He warned that
States were being forced to
budget “in the dark” with-
out knowing their required
40% share until the Centre
discloses allocations. “On
paper, the Centre appears
to have completed its role
by fixing its budget share,
but has left major imple-
mentation and funding
burdens on States, making
the actual functioning of
VB-G RAM G highly uncer-
tain,” he said.

The NREGA Sangarsh
Morcha (NSM), a coalition
of organisations working
with MGNREGS workers,
echoed these concerns.
“The Budget speech and
documents aggravate the
Modi government’s lack of
transparency on VB-G
RAM G,” it said, pointing

out that the Finance Minis-
ter’s 90-minute Budget
speech did not mention
either the MGNREGS or the
VB-G RAM G. The Budget
documents provided “no
indication whatsoever of
where and when VB-G
RAM G is to be notified,
what the State-wise ‘nor-
mative allocations’ are like-
ly to be, or how the transi-
tion is to take place”.

The NSM described the
125-day guarantee claim as
untenable at current fund-
ing levels. “The 125-day
promise of the VB-G RAM
G Bill is nothing but an eye-
wash. The budget alloca-
tion is a mere 42% of what
will be required actually to
finance this guarantee,” it
said, estimating that to pro-
vide 125 days of work even
to active households, the
total outlay would need to
be about ¥3.84 lakh crore,
with the Centre’s share at
roughly 2.3 lakh crore. It
added that if the Centre’s
VB-G RAM G figure was
treated as a 60% share, the
total programme envelope
would be about 1.59 lakh
crore, which could tran-
slate to only around 52
days of work for active
households.

Activists warned that
without clear transition
rules, timely disclosure of
State-wise norms, and
adequate funding, workers
could face uncertainty ov-
er job availability and pay-
ment timelines during the
shift to the new regime.
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Activists slam allocation for rural jobs schemes

IroT ISR A3 & fore emdes R srfedis & &3t e

Activists slam allocation for rural jobs schemes

Y07 AR AT o AT Sided IR BRGNS & del A

They say govt. has offered little clarity on the transition from the MGNREGS to the VB-G
RAM G framework and the promised 125 days of employment cannot be financed with
outlay provided

3HT1 H§1 § fh TWHR 4 MGNREGS ¥ VB-G RAM G &1d H TehHUl TR §gd $HH WV ¢l §
3R 1eT fhT 7T 125 &Y & SR &1 faT U 3irde & faaifta =15t fvan o wahdn

Civil society groups and rural employment activists have criticised the Union Budget’s
allocations for rural job schemes, alleging that the government has offered little clarity on the
transition from the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) to the new Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) framework, and that the promised 125 days of employment
cannot be financed with the outlay provided

RIS THTST THg! 3R ATHIT AR Hridwarst 2 Jeor ISR derred & forg Hka aete
& 3fTded B! AR &1 8, I R T §U b IWBR = AGTeAT TMieh UTHT ASATR
MRS WA (MGNREGS) T U fasRid YRA-TRE BIR ASHIR TS e
@I (VB-G RAM G) gid # TshHUI TR Sgd HH WPdT 41 ¢ 3R arel fhu e 125 R &
AR B! feU TN 3fde ¥ foqaita &t fovar S v

The Budget has earmarked ¥95,692.31 crore for the VB-G RAM G and 30,000 crore for the
MGNREGS, taking the combined allocation for the two rural employment heads to

%1,25,692.31 crore, which the government has projected as a 43% increase over the
Revised Estimate of ¥88,000 crore for the MGNREGS in 2025-26

§oic H VB-G RAM G & T 295,692.31 IS 31k MGNREGS & fdIT £30,000 318 Fufid
foru T &, Forat T T ISR Tl FT Wgad 3fdcH 21,25,692.31 HRIS §1 T 6, ford
WRBR A 2025-26 H MGNREGS & 88,000 HRIS & TN A $i o1 | 43% Pt gfex
& =0 B Ud e g
However, Nikhil Dey, founder member of the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan (MKSS)

and a key architect of MGNREGS, said the Budget “creates confusion about the transition
to the new law and its real implications”

BT, Aol PaT eI TS (MKSS) & TIRITTH Jad 3R MGNREGS &
Wﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ?“wwﬁwaﬁ?mmﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ P AP
Yo UeT Har g7

He argued that the ¥30,000 crore provision for the MGNREGS was particularly opaque
35 I feam fds MGNREGS & ot 230,000 #R1S &1 WAy a2y U & 3R4P §

“While it has not been made clear what the ¥30,000 crores allocation to MGNREGA is
meant to fund,” he said, adding it may be used either to clear liabilities and wind down the
programme or to run a short transition period

I5H &, ‘Wmﬁ%mw%%mmmm%ﬁuw oooao-\ﬁsaﬂanaﬁﬁm
3T & T B,” I8 TISd 5T b 3THT STANT A1 f TSN B I IR BRIHH P G
B | U1 ISP SIS HPHUI BT D! I H a1 S JebaT &

Mr. Dey contended that even a transition cushion appeared unlikely because of pending
dues and near-term spending

%%Wmﬁ?aﬁaamﬁ?ﬁwmﬁ:%@ﬁ%WwWWlﬁﬁw

“There are current dues of about ¥15,000 crore. Additionally, there is likely to be an
expenditure of about 15,000 crores in the next two months. Therefore, the MGNREGA
¥30,000 crore allocation seems to have no relevance for next year,” he said

3B BgT, “addTT | TIHIT 215,000 RIS & IHTAT1 8 | 59 ifafvad, sATa §f wdi=i o
U 215,000 HAS P T g Pt HUTGT 8 | TATNT, MGNREGA FT 230,000 HRIS BT
JTde 3Ta 99 & forg oI5 wreRrear 181 7@,

Mr. Dey flagged unresolved operational questions, including when the MGNREGA would
formally end, when its repeal would be notified, when the VB-G RAM G would start, and
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when its guidelines — especially on cost-sharing and State-wise normative allocations —
would be brought into effect

ft 3 7 e aRETe Taral &1 difad faan, e a8 wfid § 5 MGNREGA siuamias
U Y B I GRT, ID! IEIHIV DI G He SRI 5H1T, VB-G RAM G FHd & BT,
3R 39 feanfider — fagiveR ArTa-ATSiaR 3R ISY-aR HIFS STde — Bd AN EHI

He wamed that States were being forced to budget “in the dark” without knowing their
required 40% share until the Centre discloses allocations

5 darad! 4 fob &g gRT e Difd fbT 9H aob sl &1 30+ IR 40% 3 &1
TFBRY & fomT “3feR W aofe 9 & e ToreR fvar s 8

“On paper, the Centre appears to have completed its role by fixing its budget share,

but has left major implementation and funding burdens on States, making the actual
functioning of VB-G RAM G highly uncertain,” he said

3B HET, “BITA W, Hg A YT Joic i [T 99 HXdb Uit YAt gt = it 8, dAfp=
T feparaae SR faraiwor 1 st wsal iR Bis fan 8, o™ VB-G RAM G &1

The NREGA Sangarsh Morcha (NSM), a coalition of organisations working with MGNREGS
workers, echoed these concemns

MGNREGS 48! & T1Y &1 H3A dId Y31 & Toat— NREGA Had /et (Nsm) 7 +ft 39
ECIEIEARARRE)

“The Budget speech and documents aggravate the Modi government’s lack of
transparency on VB-G RAM G,” it said, pointing out that the Finance Minister’s 90-minute
Budget speech did not mention either the MGNREGS or the VB-G RAM G

S Hel, “Teic UTYUT 3R SETAW VB-G RAM G TR Ul IRBR B URGRIAT Bt w3t 3t
3R gerd €, T8 M FRd gu % fa w=ht & 90 e & soTe HIyuT # 7 Ot MGNREGS 3R 7
8 VB-G RAM G &1 3@ U

The Budget documents provided “no indication whatsoever of where and when VB-G
RAM G is to be notified, what the State-wise ‘normative allocations’ are likely to be, or
how the transition is to take place”

Fole SIS | “§ STd BT BIS Wdbd el (a1 7T f VB-G RAM G F! Hei 3R g
ftrgfera faran SITe, IS-aR WE SrdeT F T 19, AT WHHUT B g

The NSM described the 125-day guarantee claim as untenable at current funding levels
NSM = GaH Iy wRT R 125-ffawiia TRE & g1d o SraAragTiNe s

“The 125-day promise of the VB-G RAM G Bill is nothing but an eyewash. The budget
allocation is a mere 42% of what will be required actually to finance this guarantee,” it
said

I g1, “VB-G RAM G fathas &7 125-31 &1 arer Haa fe@rar 81 39 TR &) araa &
faraifta =t & fore =it Smawa® €, SUST auie e Al 42% 8,7

estimating that to provide 125 days of work even to active households, the total outlay
would need to be about ¥3.84 lakh crore, with the Centre’s share at roughly ¥2.3 lakh crore
@1 SIHM § b aftea uRar) &1 ot 125 & &1 S0 37 & AU Fat sirde Ty 23.84
TG BRIS 8T IRy, o o T 3T T THT 22.3 ARG HIS ST

It added that if the Centre’s VB-G RAM G figure was treated as a 60% share, the total
programme envelope would be about ¥1.59 lakh crore, which could translate to only around
52 days of work for active households

O SieT & I VB-G RAM G T $% & 3iiths &1 60% fERIGR 1 WY, Y 5 HRfshH
THR THT Z1.59 ARG HIAS SN, ST Hichd URAR] o o] Had aTHT 52 foi & wr o
uRafid g gadl 3

Activists warned that without clear transition rules, timely disclosure of State-wise norms,
and adequate funding, workers could face uncertainty over job availability and payment
timelines during the shift to the new regime

PHRIBArSN = e <t fob Ty HehHUT FIgHT, IGY-aR ATFD] & THI R 3R i
famrdiyor & ST, U o & 95ard & SR YTH! & JASHIR Bt SUSsET 3R YT
TG B! ABR NI BT FHAT BT US Tobal §
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manuscripts digitised

under Gyan Bharatam

In lakh. Over 7.5 lakh
manuscripts have been
digitised under the Gyan

Bharatam initiative, with 1.29 lakh out of
these available on its dedicated portal.
Gyan Bharatam is a flagship initiative of
the Ministry of Culture, aimed at preserving
India’s vast manuscript heritage. s

Number of manuscripts digitised under Gyan

Bharatam

M URAH & ded feiresw 1 w3 uigfafal

& G

. 7.5
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° In lakh
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these available on its dedicated portal

ARE 39! Jaftd Uidd W Iuds &

e Gyan Bharatam is a flagship initiative of the Ministry of Culture, aimed at preserving

India’s vast m'anuscr.ipt he
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How can adaptive testing be
adopted in India?

Why has the [IT Council recommended adaptive tests over linear examinations?

O.R.S. Rao

The story so far:

he IIT Council has
recommended that an expert
committee evaluate the

possibility of making the Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE)-Advanced
adaptive in order to create a “a better and
less stressful assessment”.

‘What is adaptive testing?
In a traditional competitive test, every
candidate answers the same set of
questions. Test scores are based largely
on the number of correct answers. Most
coaching centres therefore prioritise
test-cracking tactics over conceptual
understanding, or critical thinking.
Adaptive testing is a dynamic form of
assessment which uses the Item Response
‘Theory (IRT). This means that the
questions in the test are not the same for
all students. A question bank is prepared

with questions of varying difficulty
covering all the items in the syllabus. The
test normally begins with a question of
medium difficulty. If it is answered
correctly, the computer selects a more
difficult question from the question bank
using the scientifically established
psychometric models. If incorrect, an
easier question is presented. After each
answer, the computer recalculates the
candidate’s estimated ability. The test
ends when a pre-defined level of
assessment is reached or the set number
of items as per syllabus are tested. The
goal is to assess the ability of the
candidate more precisely by asking fewer
but better-targeted questions. The result
is that two candidates may see different
questions but are assessed on the same
underlying scale.

Adaptive testing builds fairness into the
test design itself rather than correcting for
variations subsequently. Since the next
question depends on the previous

answer, a student who is not conceptually
sound cannot answer the progressively
high-difficulty questions, which have
higher weightage. Global testing agencies
have been using computerised adaptive
testing for admissions to premier
institutions for over 25 years.

Are there potential legal challenges?
In the Indian constitutional context,
‘equality of opportunity’ is often
interpreted as everyone getting the same
question paper. Therefore, a move
towards adaptive testing may face Article
14 challenges (Right to Equality) in Indian
courts, if the normalisation process is not
transparent. Algorithm opacity could
invite bias suits under equity mandates.
However, this can be mitigated through
disclosures and equity audits.

In India, where a single rank can make
or mar a rewarding career, it may be
difficult to convince a parent how a
student who solved 20 difficult questions

How can adaptive testing be adopted in India?

YRA H 3rHell T&UT (Adaptive Testing) ¥ MU ST Tl 372

correctly has scored higher than another
student who solved 50 easy ones.
Ensuring lag-free technical infrastructure
in tier-3 cities is key, as any technical
glitch during the test could be seen as
maladministration in a court of law.
‘Without clear documentation and
grievance mechanisms, litigation risks
rise. Data centre reliability, proctoring
invigilation systems, and incident
handling must be far stronger than
today’s baseline.

How can it be eased in?

Transitioning from the traditional linear
test to adaptive tests requires building
large, calibrated item question banks,
pretesting questions without the
possibility of leakage, and ensuring strict
syllabus coverage. There are also trust
challenges: candidates must believe that
different questions can still be fair, and
testing agencies must be prepared to
defend this scientifically and legally.
International experience from GRE and
GMAT shows that transparency, technical
documentation, and phased rollouts are
essential for acceptance.

The IIT Council has proposed a
two-year transition from 2026 to 2028. It
includes the launch of free and optional
adaptive mock tests in 2026 to calibrate
the item bank and familiarise students
with the interface.

Prof O.R.S. Rao is Chancellor of ICFAI
University, Sikkim. Views are personal.

Over 7.5 lakh manuscripts have been digitised
under the Gyan Bharatam initiative, with 1.29 lakh out of

I YRAH Ugd & ded 7.5 a1 A e uigfafual &1 fefoerss fvar m g, o 9 1.29

THE GIST

v

The goal of adaptive testing is
to assess the ability of the
candidate more precisely by
asking fewer but
better-targeted questions. The
result is that two candidates
may see different questions but
are assessed on the same
underlying scale.

-

In the Indian context, ‘equality
of opportunity’ is often
interpreted as everyone getting
the same question paper.
Therefore, a move towards.
adaptive testing may face
Article 14 challenges.

-

Transitioning from the
traditional linear test to
adaptive tests requires building
large, calibrated item question
banks.

¢ Why has the IIT Council recommended adaptive tests over linear examinations?

T ufvue 3 YT udtesi o) ooy @t TN ot R i B 82

e The lIT Council has recommended that an expert committee evaluate the possibility of

making the Joint Entrance Examination (JEE)-Advanced adaptive in order to create a “a

better and less stressful assessment”.

g3t ufug A R 31 8 i v vy wfdifa
Pl S B UG BT edich HY, dlfds “Uh dgar

ST &b |

YA e (S1$5)-TS IS
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What is adaptive testing?

SIHal URIeT T 82

In a traditional competitive test, every candidate answers the same set of questions.
TRURS Tireusl Tlem B &R g GHr Tt 31 Fe 57 R 2|
Test scores are based largely on the number of correct answers.

Tlen & 3 Yod: Tal ITRI bt T W TR B B

Most coaching centres therefore prioritise test-cracking tactics over conceptual
understanding, or critical thinking.

ST SHUBI PIfT TR SHAURUNHD GHS T SIS Tid & Sord Rief febrer Bt
ot @Y T 3d

Adaptive testing is a dynamic form of assessment which uses the Item Response Theory
(IRT).

3ol Ui HedichT T Ueb TIfaiel ey €, o aimged Reai=y @i &1 Sud g B |
This means that the questions in the test are not the same for all students.

g1 3 § fos Tien o Wt faenffat & forw vy 9o 81 81|

A question bank is prepared with questions of varying difficulty covering all the items in the
syllabus.

e & gt figsit &1 M Fd gu ol R TRl & U4l &1 U Uy dF R
ST B

The test normally begins with a question of medium difficulty.

TR GHIG: HegH BITS & Uy I L& Bl 2

If it is answered correctly, the computer selects a more difficult question from the question
bank using the scientifically established psychometric models.

e IR el 81T 8, Al $LR Ixd F9 | R A Ao Aisal & Aeqd I Uy o
Y 31 BT Uy FAaT |
If incorrect, an easier question is presented.
e IR TTeTdl ST 8, AY ST W IR T ST 21
After each answer, the computer recalculates the candidate’s estimated ability.
TS IR & a1¢ HeeR il ot srATd emdl &1 gHedidd FHRal g
The test ends when a pre-defined level of assessment is reached or the set number of items
as per syllabus are tested.
e 9 JHET Bidt § 519 Heidh o1 ga-eiRd TR UTe 81 SIe a1 UTeushd & SR FHuila
Tl &1 e g1t g |
The goal is to assess the ability of the candidate more precisely by asking fewer but better-
targeted uestions.

e € o 5 AT S i T Al 5 e @ el e 1 e 9
Wﬁ?m\—rrrm
The result is that two candidates may see different questions but are assessed on the same
underlying scale.

&l it Y S-S U o Tahd &, AfdhT SahT Hedich-1 JHM SMYRYT
J9M W BT 8|
Adaptive testing builds fairness into the test design itself rather than correcting for variations
subsequently.
gﬁﬁwwﬁﬁwﬁaﬁgwﬁ%muﬂ&naﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁmwaﬁw@aw
I
Since the next question depends on the previous answer, a student who is not conceptually
sound cannot answer the progressively high-difficulty questions, which have higher
weightage.
Fifeh oFTer Uy fsd IR W AR T 8, gafery S faendf sayroners &0 @ 7eieg 61 §,
IE HU: TGl HISTS aIct Ui Pl T 1 B qhal, forenT deol 31 gidl ¢
Global testing agencies have been using computerised adaptive testing for admissions to
remier institutions for over 25 years.

%uﬂ&nﬁﬁmﬁwﬁﬁuﬁm%ﬁzsaﬁ@mmﬁw SR SrIgett
TR YoTTeht BT ITNT R e B |
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Are there potential Ie%al c“r’\allenges?

T FUIfad St

8?2

In the Indian constitutional context, ‘equality of opportunity’ is often interpreted as everyone
getting the same question paper.

YR HaeTfes Hey & 3/awR &t JuHar & SRR 9t & 9aH Yo e & &9 § v
ST Bl

Therefore, a move towards adaptive testing may face Article 14 challenges (Right to
Equality) in Indian courts, if the normalisation process is not transparent.

ST Al AARABR Ufchal URGRN 1ol g5, o S RIS & 3R dg-1 YR <rared §
ST 14 (FHTAT BT SFUPR) HT AT BT FHAT IR JHl g

Algorithm opacity could invite bias suits under equity mandates.

Ha-fafY Bt SOReRfAr TamFdr daeh wraui & d8d UamTd & GocH! B ATHET B Jahdl ¢ |
However, this can be mitigated through disclosures and equity audits.

eI, ATt 3R YU 3fifSe & W1y ¥ 38 &4 a1 o I 3|

In India, where a single rank can make or mar a rewarding career, it may be difficult to
convince a parent how a student who solved 20 difficult questions correctly has scored higher
than another student who solved 50 easy ones.

YRA H S61 TP &1 ¥ BRI ST 7 foRTIS Aehell &, T61 U5 THSAM] Bidd 51 Gl & [ 20

HISH U el 5 b aren faemdf 50 ST Uy FE1 59 B ara faemif ¥ oifies siw ol @

ol 5|

Ensuring lag-free technical infrastructure in tier-3 cities is key, as any technical glitch during

the test could be seen as maladministration in a court of law.

ﬁ%%%ﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁaaﬁaﬁﬁmgﬁ%m%ﬁ@% ifes Tden &
o3 Wt ap-iiot Teas! ey H SR AT S Jhd 3|

Without clear documentation and grievance mechanisms, litigation risks rise.

WY TXATSNBRU 3R Rreprrd R gy & {991 gomeHars! &1 sy 9 S |

Data centre reliability, proctoring invigilation systems, and incident handling must be far
stronger than today’s baseline.

ST &g @ fay=iadr, AR yonferr, siR geT veye o o Hiciel fRufa @ wet siftres
Toled giF difgu|

How can it be eased in?

L]

AR] AT T FH1T S Hehell 872

Transitioning from the traditional linear test to adaptive tests requires building large, calibrated
item question banks, pretesting questions without the possibility of leakage, and ensuring
strict syllabus coverage.

IRF ghen T Srpelt Tem W WehHr & e 939, ixrifard Uy d ST, U &1 ugd
T1e101 AT (fSFT Tl &t HUTGHT ), TUT UTGUshH o1 TRed xSl Y13 HRAT ST 5 |

There are also trust challenges: candidates must believe that different questions can still be
fair, and testing agencies must be prepared to defend this scientifically and legally.

R A T2t 8: snaffal & fayra g =g foas arerT Uy oft Fwer 81 9ehd §, 8-
e TSR B 38 IS T H U F Rig B & g duR 381 |

International experience from GRE and GMAT shows that transparency, technical
documentation, and phased rollouts are essential for acceptance.

GRE 3R GMAT & S{aRIPIT 3IHd A UdTl Terdl & [ WieprddT & g URaGRfdr, ad-ia!
SXATASIDHRUT, 3R TRV AN IRAT ISP B |
The IIT Council has proposed a two-year transition from 2026 to 2028.

TS 3ATSAY TRTG A 2026 | 2028 TH < I8 &b HHHUT T UKITT QT 5 |

It includes the launch of free and optional adaptive mock tests in 2026 to calibrate the item
bank and familiarise students with the interface.

THH U8 § BT =TI B 3R Faenffl 1 Sexthy 4 uRfed v & for 2026 # Riges
3R Jpfctiep el A TR YR 3T M B
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What is the next phase for rural
women entrepreneurship?

The Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana National Rural Livelihoods Mission has been enhancing rural women's entrepreneurship and political power in

India by empowering over 10 crore households through self-help groups

Cha]

he Deendayal Antyodaya
Yojana National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (DAY

NRLM), an understated
program of the Ministry of Rural
Development has unleashed a silent
revolution in rural India. Around 10 crore
households have been mobilised into 91
lakh Self-Help Groups (SHGs) which have
been further federated into 5.35 lakh
Village Organisations (VOs) and 33,558
Cluster-Level Federations (CLFs). These
SHGs have mobilised credit of more than
1 lakh crore from banks with
Non-Performing Assets (NPA) of around
1.7% only.

The number of Lakhpati didis (SHG
members who earn more than 1 lakh per
annum) has also crossed two crore.

On strengthening CLFs

Along with economic and social
empowerment, this program has also led
to the political empowerment of women.
A majority of State governments,
understanding their importance, are now
focussing on unattached Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) schemes such as the Ladli
Laxmi Yojana in Madhya Pradesh, the
Maiya Samman Yojana in Jharkhand, the
Ladki Bahin Yojana in Maharashtra etc. In
the latest such initiative, 310,000 each
was transferred to more than one crore
women in Bihar under the Mukhyamantri
Mahila Rozgar Yojana.

These developments could boost
livelihoods and entrepreneurship for
women under the next phase of the DAY
NRLM programme.

As per government directions, the DAY
NRLM scheme is going to be appraised
again for the next financial cycle, that is
from 2026-27 to 2030-31. Therefore, this is
an appropriate time to think about the
strategy for the next five years of this
critical program for women
empowerment. One must begin with the
lynchpin of the SHG ecosystem — the
CLFs, which are sub-block level groups

organised under the program. Asitisa
formally registered body, various
activities of the program are anchored
here. However, there have been concerns
in various quarters that it has become
subservient to government functionaries,
and that leaders of these groups are not
able to take independent decisions.
Therefore, going forward,
strengthening/revitalising the CLFs needs
to be the main focus area, as per the
original vision of the program. In fact, the
CLFs need to become community owned
institutes in the real sense, free from
government interference. There are
already successful models of CLFs, for
example, the Kudumbashree in Kerala
and Jeevika in Bihar, which could be
emulated by other States.

The other cause of concern is the large
amount of funds lying idle with the CLFs
which are prone to misuse. Around
¥56.69 lakh crore have been given to
community institutions as capitalisation
support. Then there are other funds given
to them by the Centre and the States
along with the interest earned on them.
These funds have to be accounted for by
putting in place a robust institutional
system of community monitoring through
social audits along with statutory audits of
CLFs.

Further, work needs to be done on
saving and loan products by the CLFs.
Considering the varied status of members
and the activities proposed, a uniform
rate and time period for all loans may not
be a good idea. The community should be
empowered to take a call on this. The
ultimate aim has to be the judicious use of
these funds, so that CLFs can ensure
equitable development as well as earn a
good amount of revenue to undertake
various activities.

Moreover, a large amount of credit has
been leveraged by the SHGs from the
banks. However, it has been observed that
many SHG members are not happy with
the limited amount of loans made
available through the SHG bank linkage
program. As their enterprises stabilise,

they would want to scale-up through
higher dosages of credit. For this, they
need to go for individual credit
programmes; but the difficulty here is
that SHG members don’t have individual
credit history. Therefore, efforts need to
be intensified to ensure CIBIL scores are
generated for individual SHG members.
Further, a model needs to be developed
for the CLFs to play a proactive role in
these bank loans and their repayments, as
it does for the SHGs. This will give further
confidence to the banks for extending
individual loans.

The need for coordination
The Indian economy has diversified a lot
in the last decade. The program needs
then to move from debt financing to other
models of innovative financing such as
equity, venture capital, and blended
financing. Partnerships with Small
Industries Development Bank of India
(SIDBI) and other financial institutions,
including with Non-Banking Financial
Companies (NBFCs) and neo- banks etc.,
need to be explored to ensure funding for
individual entrepreneurs. In fact,
customised financial products suited to
rural women entrepreneurs need to be
developed as their needs are different.
The DAY NRLM strives for enhancing
the livelihoods of SHG members through
its various sub-schemes but these usually
work in silos with their impact being
limited. Considering the rising aspirations
of the members, these interventions now
need to work in a synchronised manner,
so as to reach every village and SHG
member. For this, livelihood action plans
need to be prepared every year for each
State/Union Territory (UT). The data
generated by the Village Prosperity and
Resilience Plan (VPRP) can provide the
basis for this ground-up comprehensive
approach. In fact, to give impetus to
livelihoods/entrepreneurship, CLFs need
to be developed as business clinics/hubs
where all services related to
livelihoods/enterprise development are
housed.

yretor A ST &1 SRTaT TR [T 82

The Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana National Rural Livelihoods Mission has been

enhancing rural women’s entrepreneurship and political power in India by empowering

over 10 crore households through self-help groups

SeaTa Sicdiey et IS ArHior SreftfaeT fi wRd 7 i wfgersdt ot Sefiar ik

Moreover, a large number of
departments are implementing various
schemes related to
livelihoods/entrepreneurship for rural
beneficiaries. The involvement of the
NRLM in the implementation of some
schemes of the Departmentof Animal
Husbandry and Dairying, Ministry of
Food Processing Industries and the
Department of Agriculture and Farmer’s
Welfare has shown good results. However,
such convergences are usually
officer-based and are prone to disruption.
The institutionalisation of the
convergence through the creation of a
‘Convergence Cell’ at the NITI Aayog will
not only ensure efficient utilisation of
resources but will also avoid duplication
of efforts.

Spreading the word

The biggest hurdle in boosting the
livelihoods of SHG members is the lack of
marketing of their products. This needs to
be tackled head-on by creating a separate
vertical, at the National Mission level,
dedicated to only marketing in the
program. The vertical should focus on
proper packaging, branding, quality,
designs, pricing and logistics etc. for
various products. Select CLFs can become
logistic hubs for specific products.
Further, a professional market facing
independent organisations needs to be
put in place at the State/UT level for SHG
products. This may help in direct
interaction with private market entities.

As delineated above, there are huge
expectations from community-based
organisations. Accordingly, to guide and
support them, sufficient professionals
from various fields need to be placed with
them. However, one should not forget
that these organisations are at various
stages of development, and have their
own pace to move ahead. This should be
respected.

With the above interventions, women
empowerment at the rural level will
definitely move to the next phase.

Charanjit Singh is a retd IFS officer.

oA RfdT & geral ¢ 18, SR WU TeTadl THg! & A1ead I 10 FIS § 3w
TRaRY & gad I 38T

The Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY NRLM), an
understated program of the Ministry of Rural Development has unleashed a silent revolution

in rural India.

I gaTe Siciiey TISTIT P ATHOT SrreiifaepT frwr, arfio faer Hamer &1 T oa-
TERd HRIHH, = ITivr HRA H U Tid shifd a1

Around 10 crore households have been mobilised into 91 lakh Self-Help Groups (SHGs)
which have been further federated into 5.35 lakh Village Organisations (VOs) and 33,558

Cluster-Level Federations (CLFs).

CHIT10

FRIS URARI $T 91 TG Iad-Tgrar Gyl 3 Jrifed fasan a1 g, forg 3l 5.35

AT UTH TS 3R 33,558 FOCI-TAR G HYl & Uag food 77 B |
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These SHGs have mobilised credit of more than ¥11 lakh crore from banks with Non-
Performing Assets (NPA) of around 1.7% only.

$ G-Il THE! A §b1 Y T11 TG DS H 30D B1 U e § 3R 370 IR-Freunfea
ufvEafmar Fad T 1.7% & |

The number of Lakhpati didis (SHG members who earn more than 1 lakh per annum) has
also crossed two crore.

aEufy §f3a) (3 WH-gerd 9 T o 21 g Uiy 99 & 31 BT §) Bt Jwe +f &)
S T D 8l TE B

On strengthening CLFs
FERCI-TALIT Tl Bl HoTgd B U

Along with economic and social empowerment, this program has also led to the political
empowerment of women.

3fffer SR TrIoTes RIfaIer=uT & WIY-AIY, 39 HriehH 3 Aigarsft & Aomifae qfdgamo &
1t sgrar fean g1

A majority of State governments, understanding their importance, are now focussing on
unattached Direct Benet Transfer (DBT) schemes such as the Ladli Laxmi Yojana in
Madhya Pradesh, the Maiya Samman Yojana in Jharkhand, the Ladki Bahin Yojana in
Maharashtra etc.

SHIYHTR AT TR b Hed Pl FHAd U e Wi YI& AT IR AISi1el IR &1 ¢
B 8, oY e U1 & Arsel! dgH! Ao, IRES B 1 9 o, HERTY H as! afgd
T 31T |

In the latest such initiative, 10,000 each was transferred to more than one crore women in
Bihar under the Mukhyamantri Mahila Rozgar Yojana.

Tt g1 AdaE ugd H, feER ¥ g@reEt afgdn ASHIR Ao & dgd Uh BRIS 4 SHiUS
Afgansit o1 gdd 210,000 SXIaRd fbT W)

These developments could boost livelihoods and entrepreneurship for women under the next
phase of the DAY NRLM programme.

Y fop, 39 HHH b AT TR H AR B 3TSHfdepT 3R I B! 9gTa1 ¢ Thd &
As per government directions, the DAY NRLM scheme is going to be appraised again for the
next [Inancial cycle, that is from 2026-27 to 2030-31.

WHRY A & SER, 37 AT &1 AT fa<iig =h & fore qadeaier fasan s, siufa
2026-27 ¥ 2030-31 P |

Therefore, this is an appropriate time to think about the strategy for the next five years of this
critical program for women empowerment.

2oy ug Aiganstt & qRfeaedRul & 39 He@ Ul HrdHH & AT Urd auf o 0 IR 3R
TR BT JUgad I 5 |

One must begin with the lynchpin of the SHG ecosystem — the CLFs, which are sub-block
level groups organised under the program.

[T I-TETIdT Tg TRIRUADI-a B YR—FeR-TR1g Tal ¥ HR1 91, S Hrichd &
T8d IUTS TR & IYE & |

As it is a formally registered body, various activities of the program are anchored here.
i g SRS U I Usiipd b &, Brfshd 1 faft miafafira ot Had g1t 81
However, there have been concems in various quarters that it has become subservient to
government functionaries, and that leaders of these groups are not able to take independent
decisions.

gaifep, At TRl IR T8 fRia1 & b o8 R} AR 3 31efiv 8 7 B, 3R 7 9ugi & e
WA i o & 9em 1 B

Therefore, going forward, strengthening/revitalising the CLFs needs to be the main focus
area, as per the original vision of the program.

TMIT 31 TR, HRIHH B HA URSBT & IR, FREI-TR I ol & qolgd
AV BT HT 1 & g1 AUl

In fact, the CLFs need to become community owned institutes in the real sense, free from
government interference.
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IRAT §, FReR-TR el ! aRdiad 31l & TGH-WIHG dIet GRIH §1 1T, S TRBRY
FWEY I g Bl

There are already successful models of CLFs, for example, the Kudumbashree in Kerala and
Jeevika in Bihar, which could be emulated by other States.
FTR-ERNT Tl & Tl Hrse Ued @ 1o 8, o e B pgrasht 3R R & sifde, R
3T I UATHR AR HR Ghdl & |

The other cause of concern is the large amount of funds lying idle with the CLFs which are
prone to misuse.

T 3 Fid1 &1 RO U8 g & Feer-Tkig I9f & Uy 91 AT H o7 Afspy uegar g, it
OUANT & Tfd Tae=Nd B

Around ¥56.69 lakh crore have been given to community institutions as capitalisation
support.

TG SR B YSIHRUT TRl & T H THT €56.69 TR HIS QU T G

Then there are other funds given to them by the Centre and the States along with the interest
earned on them.

TS §1G Hx 3R IoA! GRT AT T 37 ¢ qUT 39 W 3iffd s i g

These funds have to be accounted for by putting in place a robust institutional system of
community monitoring through social audits along with statutory audits of CLFs.

3 [T &1 feaa Tam o o ST Sideiur & A1eqd ¥ Wa™ TR &1 U Holgd
TRITT AR TUT FACR-TRIT T & qUTe Sfdbefor AN a8l

Further, work needs to be done on saving and loan products by the CLFs.

3T, FeER- T Tl gRT Sl 3R 57 ST TR I e Y AaLaHell 2|

Considering the varied status of members and the activities proposed, a uniform rate and time
period for all loans may not be a good idea.

S A PR R 31 TR i TR 8 e g 21 i o 4 iR e
FHEfy U 3731 faaR =gl 81 gl

The community should be empowered to take a call on this.

TG &1 39 IR Fufa 94 8q 9=1ed SH11 ST 9feu|

The ultimate aim has to be the judicious use of these funds, so that CLFs can ensure
equitable development as well as earmn a good amount of revenue to undertake various
activities.

Sifer Iexa 31 (Al o1 fadegul ITART g1 A1, dTfes SeRex-Xak i TY Ga faer e
R T 3R Al fafafeal aam g st o i sifofd &R T |

Moreover, a large amount of credit has been leveraged by the SHGs from the banks.

TP ST, TI-eTadl THg! - db! I T8t A § o U fHar g1

However, it has been observed that many SHG members are not happy with the limited
amount of loans made available through the SHG bank linkage program.

gTciich T8 ST 7T  fob o Td-WeTaidll WHE ey Seb-feiche brefeh o e Iuaisdl Wi
HUT IRV P I &

As their enterprises stabilise, they would want to scale-up through higher dosages of credit.

S I I RR 8 €, 3 1Ml T B B0 S 1R bl AR

For this, they need to go for individual credit programmes; but the difficulty here is that SHG
members don’t have individual credit history.

Y& 1T 38 G BT HRIGH! B 3R ST ST, Al HISTS Tg & fob Tad-grdl 91 g
&l & U SHfokivId B UT 3ice g1 gidl|

Therefore, efforts need to be intensified to ensure CIBIL scores are generated for individual
SHG members.

SO T Pl A6l A 1 SHIRADH T § dlfch Y Wd-TeTadl I Iex & forg Rifsd @R
R Bl T |

Further, a model needs to be developed for the CLFs to play a proactive role in these bank
loans and their repayments, as it does for the SHGs.

3, T U1 Higd fahRid BT 81T oY Feex-TaR1g Y 3 S HUI 3R ST 3rgrmht |
i T YT T, SR 3 we-agTaT Sugl F R v B

This will give further confidence to the banks for extending individual loans.

Y ST Pl ARITT BT <7 & g iy HRI fyam|
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The need for coordination
JH-GY B ATIRISHT

e The Indian economy has diversilled a lot in the last decade.
YR srfaraw 3 fUsd Ue o2 | 9gd 3ifie fafdeiemvur i g

e The program needs then to move from debt [Tnancing to other models of innovative [nancing
such as equity, venture capital, and blended [1nancing.
I HrAHH B HU-3UIR fITawr 3 gear e, Iom gof, 3R Sy fadivo S ot
foTOIwor ATS T Bt 3R Fe- BT HaRIDHT ¢ |

o Partnerships with Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) and other [Tnancial
institutions, including with Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) and neo- banks etc.,
need to be explored to ensure funding for individual entrepreneurs.
AfdaTd I & forg fod YR oA 8 YR 7Y I fAd™ 9 3R o fodia Syt
ngﬁTu, o TR-offdhT forfia Ul oiR Fa-de onfe M ©, AeiaRT BT HHTEN TR

I

e In fact, customised [1nancial products suited to rural women entrepreneurs need to be
developed as their needs are dillerent.
IRda |, IrHior AT SRR B SHTaRadHdId (7 8 & HRUT 3% SIHd a9 faia 3arg
faepfrd fobu S =1fe Ul

e The DAY NRLM strives for enhancing the livelihoods of SHG members through its various
sub-schemes but these usually work in silos with their impact being limited.
g HRIGH U A ISu-aiomrsit & Areqy § Wa9-Tgridl THg Yol &1 foifdd! gg™ Bl
gtrm BT ¢, T A AHIG: SHAT-AT &1 § BRI HRell 6, T 3T T i X8 S

I

e Considering the rising aspirations of the members, these interventions now need to work in a
synchronised manner, so as to reach every village and SHG member.
] 1 dedl 3ebienan B dWd gu, 7 BXIEUI Bl 3fd YT U A Hrd AT I, dlich &R
T 3R &R WE-TgTdl g Yo I Ugl o 9 |

e For this, livelihood action plans need to be prepared every year for each State/Union Territory
(UT).
T o U ITod/dh% JRIT Ue=T & o 8% aef Sirofifaes! Hri-aiemid iR &Rt givit

e The data generated by the Village Prosperity and Resilience Plan (VPRP) can provide the
basis for this ground-up comprehensive approach.
T TG 3R T Qo ¥ I0F 3Hidhs 39 ST, STIw 2fPHI0r & g SMUR U &R
THd ¢ |

e |n fact, to give impetus to livelihoods/entrepreneurship, CLFs need to be developed as
business clinics/hubs where all services related to livelihoods/enterprise development are
housed.
aRAd H, MToffIehT IR I 1 i &7 o 7w xR Ful ol oyawrg sl ba/ed &
wU § fas i fopar o arfeT, St siefifaswSed fasr & et wit Jart Suds gl

e Moreover, a large number of departments are implementing various schemes related to
livelihoods/entrepreneurship for rural bene ciaries.
P AT, 3D AU UTHior arqTiial & e srehifaem3afidT & Seftrd fafi demme ang
TR

e The involvement of the NRLM in the implementation of some schemes of the Departmentof
Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Ministry of Food Processing Industries and the Department
of Agriculture and Farmer’s Welfare has shown good results.
UR[UTE Td ST AU, WTe URRehRon SERT AT qUT HiY T fbH el faur &1 g
Trorrelt & foraraeH & 39 i &1 urfierRt 3 o aRomy 3@ §1

e However, such convergences are usually olJcer-based and are prone to disruption.
gTaifoh, TY SIFARROT AHTIG: SfIGRI-SMUTRT Bid & SR ST g &t JHIGHT I8 5|

e The institutionalisation of the convergence through the creation of a ‘Convergence Cell’ at the
NITI Aayog will not only ensure elIcient utilisation of resources but will also avoid duplication
of e(Jorts.
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A MART A SRR YTy’ BT RITGAT &5 ATEHH T SR BT GRIFIHRUT 9 Had JATY-1 &
P IGANT DI AT BT Sfees T B gRIghR I H s

Spreading the word
TIR-JAR

The biggest hurdle in boosting the livelihoods of SHG members is the lack of marketing of
their products.

G-ETrdl YHE Yol &1 ohfadT g H Jad a5t §1UT 3% Ida! &I fquuH 8- 3|
This needs to be tackled head-on by creating a separate vertical, at the National Mission
level, dedicated to only marketing in the program.

I Y (e o fore g e TR W U 31eiv Yobl§ SHIT ST =ie T, Sl dhaed v &
forg wmfda g

The vertical should focus on proper packaging, branding, quality, designs, pricing and
logistics etc. for various products.

U USHIS B fafta el o foe Ifad Tasfoi, sifeT, qoram, e, gea RuRon ok smyfd
a1 31fE W &AM &1 =gyl

Select CLFs can become logistic hubs for specilic products.

T FeR-WR1g Y fafkiy Il & e Smgfd &g o9 9ahd § |

Further, a professional market facing independent organisations needs to be put in place at
the State/UT level for SHG products.

3T, IS/ % JMRIT TR TR TR Td-TeTdl THg 3dIG! & (04 SeR-349 W U SR
R HA P AIIH g1

This may help in direct interaction with private market entities.

Y ol SToIR TRAST & WY Y HaTe & Hag B dobd g

As delineated above, there are huge expectations from community-based organisations.
ST fob SR ST TR B, WHER- ST o § 9gd Sa! e g

Accordingly, to guide and support them, suicient professionals from various [Jelds need to
be placed with them.

gqfon, 3 ANfeRi 3R gH 37 3 faftd &t & vuit U=iaRT & S Iy aATd HRAT
AT g |

However, one should not forget that these organisations are at various stages of
development, and have their own pace to move ahead.

BTdlifh, T8 T Yo TeT 3 A Yo AT 3 STHT-IT TRON H § 3R 3T 5 Bl I
3T T B

This should be respected.

BT M ol ST A1fg Ul

With the above interventions, women empowerment at the rural level will de [nitely move to
the next phase.

STFd ST & T AHIUN TR W Al GGl FiEd U I 3AT 9R01 & Ja B
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1.

‘Expiry of nuclear arms treaty alarming’

TR AR Y &t guife Ridee

Civilians caught in the crossfire of a hidden conflict in Ethiopia

st 9 fo wud 9 prawrR 7 B4 arie
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‘Expiry of nuclear
arms treaty alarming’

Reuters
MOSCOW

Senior Russian security of-
ficial Dmitry Medvedev has
warned of the danger of
letting the last U.S.-Russian
nuclear arms control trea-
ty expire this week without
any understanding of what
comes next, suggesting it
would speed up the
“Doomsday Clock”.

The New START treaty,
which Mr. Medvedev
signed in 2010 when he
was Russia’s President, will
expire on Thursday bar-
ring a last-minute under-
standing between Moscow
and Washington.

U.S. President Donald

Trump has indicated he
will let the treaty expire
without accepting an offer
from Moscow to voluntari-
ly extend its caps on de-
ployments of strategic nu-
clear weapons.

“I don’t want to say that
this (letting the treaty ex-
pire) immediately means a
catastrophe and a nuclear
war will begin,but it should
still alarm everyone,” Mr.
Medvedev said.

“The clocks are ticking
and they obviously have to
speed up,” he said, refer-
ring to the symbolic
“Doomsday Clock” gaug-
ing the likelihood of a man-
made catastrophe destroy-
ing the world.

‘Expiry of nuclear arms treaty
alarming’

TR R Y &Y Jurf
IECICEE 2

o ‘Expiry of nuclear arms treaty alarming’
TRATY] IR i & FH1 i’

e Senior Russian security official Dmitry
Medvedev has warned of the danger of letting
the last U.S.-Russian nuclear arms control
treaty expire this week without any
understanding of what comes next, suggesting it
would speed up the “Doomsday Clock”.

aRy = grRa siftrer e Agdda 759
Y P ST fobeit 3T 1 THS & YU §1F &l &
QR B Ad1e dl 8, I8 Ghd od §Y fob 399
“FITS TP’ ol g1 S|

e The New START treaty, which Mr.
Medvedev signed in 2010 when he was
Russia’s President, will expire on Thursday
barring a last-minute understanding between
Moscow and Washington.

= ¥eTe it 9 W 9t Agdda 7 2010 9

THIER 5T U S 95 9 & AU d, TEAR S JH g1 I, Ife ARDT 3R GiRATed &
drar sifaw &ur A ois IH 8T S|

e U.S. President Donald Trump has indicated he will let the treaty expire without accepting an
offer from Moscow to voluntarily extend its caps on deployments of strategic nuclear

SHIeS €U 7 Tobd faar € i a8 Toritfae wmy s &) ardt R
Hrasit ot Y T & AP & UdTd B! WiHR by fomr T & garg g1 3

e ‘I don’t want to say that this (letting the treaty expire) immediately means a catastrophe and a
nuclear war will begin,but it should still alarm everyone,” Mr. Medvedev said.
A g% 718} el el [ U8 (WY oY TATE 81 3T i farlt 31y &1 Tahd § 3R URHTY
g% Y& 8l o, A a8 R off weft &1 feifaa s arfge,” ot Agdda A a1l

o “The clocks are ticking and they obviously have to speed up,” he said, referring to the
symbolic “Doomsday Clock” gauging the likelihood of a manmade catastrophe destroying

weapons.

ARt

the world.

TSl <Iel 761 8 3R S5 WY U J AW G181, S5 g1 I I8 A arell Ara-FAfda
JTUST DI HUIGHT BT AU alch Tl “FRIS TP BT 3ceid Hd gU Hall
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Civilians caught in the crossfire of a hidden conflict in Ethiopia
EGS IR

Associated Press
ADDIS ABABA

Wanted by the Ethiopian
government, rebel military
leader Jaal Marroo moves
constantly to stay ahead of
drones hunting him from
the skies.

The rebel commander
leads the Oromo Libera-
tion Army (OLA) from a se-
ries of remote forest out-
post in Oromia, a region
with a population of rough-
ly 40 million people.

The government has de-
signated him as a terrorist,
accusing the OLA of mas-
sacring civilians in ethni-
cally motivated attacks.
But in a rare interview
from one of his hideouts,
Mr. Marroo rejected accu-
sations that his fighters tar-
get civilians.

“Our war is not against
the people,” he said. “It is
against the brutal regime
that has occupied and op-
pressed the nation for
generations.”

“We are fighting to cor-
rect a system that treats
the Oromo as subjects,
rather than citizens. Our
goal is to establish a demo-
cratic, inclusive political
order based on the will of
the people,” he said.

The OLA has been bat-
tling Ethiopia’s govern-
ment since 2018, even if at
times the rebellion was
overshadowed by the
country’s other conflicts,
such as the 2020-2022 war
in the northern Tigray re-
gion. United Nations inves-
tigators have accused the
OLA of serious abuses, in-
cluding killings, rapes, and
kidnappings.

But human rights moni-
tors, who have also docu-
mented violations by go-
vernment forces, say
indiscriminate drone
strikes, extrajudicial kill-
ings, and disappearances
have become a hallmark of
their counterinsurgency
campaign.

“The research that we

QOromo Liberation Army fighters in Ethiopia. Both the OLA and the
govt. have been accused of rights violations in the region. FILE PHOTO

conducted puts both the
OLA and the government
forces in the middle of the
conflict in terms of sum-
mary executions, in terms
of torture, in terms of ab-
ductions, in terms of rape
of women,” said Sarah Ki-
mani, a regional spokes-
person for Amnesty Inter-
national, which  will
publish a report in March
into human rights abuses
in the region.

“Our report is able to

point to both groups hav-
ing been responsible for
the atrocities that are being
carried out in the Oromia
region and that continue to
be carried out against civi-
lians in the region,” she
said.

Meanwhile, the conflict
continues to destabilise
the region, with civilians
caught in the middle of the
violence.

Ayantu Bulcha was at
home in the capital, Addis

Ababa, when she heard
that soldiers had come to
her family’s house in Oro-
mia in early December.
Her cousin was shot out-
side the property, she said.
Then the soldiers took her
father and her uncle to a
nearby field, where they
were also killed, she said.
They had been accused of
fighting alongside the OLA.

“There have been
threats against my family
since the killing, and even
before that,” said Ms. Bul-
cha, who isa member of an
Ethiopian opposition par-
ty. She denies allegations
that her relatives belonged
to the rebels.

Lensa Hordofa, a civil
servant from Oromia’s She-
wa region, said her family
faces constant harassment
and extortion from armed
men. This includes de-
mands for food and other
supplies.

Her uncle was recently
detained and only released
after paying a ransom of

Civilians caught in the crossfire of a hidden conflict in Ethiopia
sFafar § fo0 Jad &) wrawraR J§ 3 ARie

o Civilians caught in the crossfire of a hidden conflict in Ethiopia
iU & ot god &) HrawrR 7 B9 TR
o Wanted by the Ethiopian government, rebel military leader Jaal Marroo moves constantly
to stay ahead of drones hunting him from the skies.

YIS TRPR gRI difsd, [Agle! 30 A1 oTd ARE 3HH § 3961 NaT HR @ g4 I

3T YgA & FoTT TR R SGadT gl g |

e The rebel commander leads the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) from a series of remote
forest outpost in Oromia, a region with a population of roughly 40 million people.

Ig fagigt sareR SRt ferav=r omHf (OLA) &1 Aq@ iR & Ry S Aifasat
4T T BT 8, TS &F ATHT 4 BIAS AN Bl TS e g |

100,000 Ethiopian birr
($650).

“Movement from place
to place has become in-
creasingly restricted,” she
said. “It is almost impossi-
ble to travel.”

Bulcha said she was too
scared to return home,
fearing retaliation by go-
vernment forces.

In January 2025, the UN
reported that 3.2 million
children were not in school
because of the fighting. In
the Wollega district, where
Ms. Bulcha’s family lives,
aid groups struggle to dis-
tribute supplies, contribut-
ing to high malnutrition.

Although Ethiopia’s
Prime  Minister  Abiy
Ahmed is from Oromia —
and the Oromo make up
roughly 35% of Ethiopia’s
population — many Oromo
say that they are still margi-
nalised in Ethiopia’s feder-
al system, which grants re-
sources an
self-governance rights
based on ethnicity.

5 T

e The govemment has designated him as a terrorist, accusing the OLA of massacring civilians
in ethnically motivated attacks.

WHR A I ATdHard! Gifvd a1 5, iR OLA IR AIdiig &9 & ik goal & Arka! &
TRYER HT R TR B |
e Butin a rare interview from one of his hideouts, Mr. Marroo rejected accusations that his
fighters target civilians.

A 30 T f3PM ¥ T 0 T gy AThR | ot AR = 3 SR &1 Wik foba fs
ITP ASH ANTRD! BT =M §1d 8
e “Our war is not against the people,” he said. “It is against the brutal regime that has occupied
and oppressed the nation for generations.”
BHRY TSI ANl & RAaT 8T 8,” IR Pell “Ug 39 P¥ A & e ¢ g difear @
SR TR Foadl IR W § 3R 3 garn g 1"
o “We are fighting to correct a system that treats the Oromo as subjects, rather than citizens.
Our goal is to establish a democratic, inclusive political order based on the will of the
people,” he said.

BT 3T TR DT GYRA & {370 75 W) & S SIRIAN Y AR & ol ol b1 g Al g
%a&uaﬁﬁwwmwmﬁw,mmmmm%ﬁ
Pl
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The OLA has been battling Ethiopia’s govermnment since 2018, even if at times the rebellion
was overshadowed by the country’s other conflicts, such as the 2020-2022 war in the
northem Tigray region.

OLA 2018 I SRTIH &t WHR I TS I8! &, HAl 51 bs IR ¢ fdale ¢ & 37 Joul, o
I foum & & 2020-2022 & G, & HRUT &d T 71|

United Nations investigators have accused the OLA of serious abuses, including killings,
rapes, and kidnappings.

Y AP & Sabais 7 OLA TR FeTail, TArPRI MR Uil dfed THR SfArERT &1
RIY TR 5 |

But human rights monitors, who have also documented violations by government forces,
say indiscriminate drone strikes, extrajudicial killings, and disappearances have become
a hallmark of their counterinsurgency campaign.

A aFafieR FIRTFIEatsH, SR ISR gal gRT U U et & oft ot far 8,
&1 HE1 8 b SfeTefer S gHa, mﬁaﬁm 3R MTaE fpT ST 37! BIevgas 4l
A &1 g 1 T B

“The research that we conducted puts both the OLA and the government forces in the
middle of the conflict in terms of summary executions, in terms of torture, in terms of
abductions, in terms of rape of women,” said Sarah Kimani, a regional spokesperson for
Amnesty International, which will publish a report in March into human rights abuses in
the region.

“FHAR GRT 5T TU My T OLA 3R XA 9l Q1 B Hidred gearsil, ara=r, SugRvl, 3R
ufgarsi & garpR & Yo 7 Joy & dg & 3@ T ], THAREY $exARHd B 819 yae
AR fFart A FE1, o 89 T AaiUeR Seayl W i 8 U RUIE UHTRid S|

“Our report is able to point to both groups having been responsible for the atrocities that are
being carried out in the Oromia region and that continue to be carried out against civilians in
the region,” she said.

FART RUid 7 fe@m & 9em § o iRifram g & 1 o1 <6t iR ATt & Raams ot
TR & U 3T gg RFieR R ¢, =i Pall
Meanwhile, the conflict continues to destabilise the region, with civilians caught in the
middle of the violence. _

9 I, Hud &7 BT AR BT 971 61 5, 3R ARG 1 & 99t gu |
Ayantu Bulcha was at home in the capital, Addis Ababa, when she heard that soldiers had
come to her family’s house in Oromia in early December.

S| FeraT AT ST SATET & 307 R W 2, 9@ 3= 1 i fewar &t goimd & S

aﬁﬁfﬁm H 3% URAR & W 31T |
Her cousin was shot outside the property, she said.

3B Fel fob I TR WIS ! Tufy & aTex Tt IR & TS|
Then the soldiers took her father and her uncle to a nearby field, where they were also killed,
she said.

i T I fiaT 3R I &1 U & T ¥d & o 1Y, 581 I AR fean ma, 31 Fall
They had been accused of fighting alongside the OLA.

31 TR OLA & TTY TS BT SRIY 1T 7 T
“There have been threats against my family since the killing, and even before that,” said Ms.
Bulcha, who is a member of an Ethiopian opposition party. She denies allegations that her
relatives belonged to the rebels.

TAT P 91 U, 3R ITQ uga t, TN gRaR &' il frad 16 €~ sRriftars fageh urdf
& I Gt gadT 4 He1| I 39 RIY A SAHR {631 fd I RedaR fasifgal @ s o
In January 2025, the UN reported that 3.2 million children were not in school because of
the fighting.

SIaR) 2025 H, TgF MY A RUIE a1 fb TS & SR 32 A1 5= Tgel | g1 Yl
In the Wollega district, where Ms. Bulcha’s family lives, aid groups struggle to distribute
supplies, contributing to high malnutrition.

gram fora 7, Wﬁ%ﬁwmﬁaﬂm% HeTgdr 9Hgl &1 3Myfd f[aafkd & o wfears
giet 8, o 37 puiwor 96 3818
Although Ethiopia’s Prime Mlnlster Abiy Ahmed is from Oromia — and the Oromo make
up roughly 35% of Ethiopia’s population — many Oromo say that they are still marginalised
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in Ethiopia’s federal system, which grants resources and self-governance rights based on
ethnlclty

gt ST & gur= 3ty 3rgrg R T § — 3R 3R i ot sarc
DT TTHIT 35% & — s 3IRIHI Hed g 1P 9 3F 1 SR &) Thg FaRT A gRA W T,
S SITARIET & 3MYR TR I1¢H 3R -3 SR <t 21

Lensa Hordofa, a civil servant from Oromia’s Shewa region, said her family faces constant
harassment and extortion from armed men.

SRR & et & &1 Rifdd Sad a=an gsTwT 2 wg1 s 390 URaR &I sRHReEe arl gRI
AR Iafie 3R JaR T BT JHAT BT USar g |
This mcludes demands for food and other supplies.

Qe AR 3R 37 rgfefay @) A wnfva ]

Her uncle was recently detained and only released after paying a ransom of 100,000
Ethiopian birr ($650).

3% T B 81 ot § ferea & ferar mar 47 3R 1,00,000 sRANAETS f33¥ ($650) H ftmRit
& & a1q &t e foar )

100,000 Ethiopian birr ($650).

1,00,000 sRAfUaTE fa3 ($650)!

“Movement from place to place has become increasingly restricted,” she said.

“TH g T QNI SHT8 ST TR I BT ST 81 8,” 361 el

“It is almost impossible to travel.”

AT ST T SEHT B TR 81

Bulcha said she was too scared to retum home, fearing retaliation by government forces.

T - B8 P 98 TR e J 9gd S Q! 8, T 3¢ WRPRI gal b1 oiaTel HRATS BT SR
|

In January 2025, the UN reported that 3.2 million children were not in school because of
the fighting.

oA 2025 H, TG AP A RO {21 b TSTE & PRUT 32 @G I Td a1 o136 Y|

In the Wollega district, where Ms. Bulcha’s family lives, aid groups struggle to distribute
supplies, contributing to high malnutrition.

graw fora 7, aag&ﬁgaquhawm% HeTadl GHg! &1 3yfd fakd & & Hier
B8 8, o 3= pulwur §¢ &7 5|

Although Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed is from Oromia — and the Oromo make
up roughly 35% of Ethiopia’s population — many Oromo say that they are still marginalised
in Ethiopia’s federal system, which grants resources and self-governance rights based on
ethnicity.

gTaiter s & wur=ws sl srgwe SR @ § — SR SR SRt &t srarc
BT TIHT 35% § — s AR HEd © [ 9 31d i 3Rty 3t e srawn o g1k W &,
ST STl & SR R HH1eH SR W-=ma PR <t 5
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SANDT T FS eI BT AT Yoo Heldl WR HIs UHTT ol
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U.S. tariff on India cut to 18%, say Modi, Trump

After a phone call with Prime Minister, US. President says the countries have ‘agreed to a trade deal and India will stop buying oil from Russia; India to reduce tariff and

non-tariff barriers against US. to zero, Modi ‘committed’ to increasing purchase of US. products to $500 billion, says Trump; Commerce Minister welcomes developments

QQ We agreed toatrade deal... ¢
Our amazing relationship - \;
with India will be even stronger going | = =

forward. Prime Minister Modiand I e
are two people that get things done 6‘;’,

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndicating a positive
l turn in a bilateral rela-

tionship that had been
under strain from multiple
issues, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi announced
that “Made in India” pro-
ducts would “now™ attract
a “reduced tariff of 18%” in
the U.S., after a telephonic
conversation with Presi-
dent Donald Trump on
Monday.

The move is expected to
significantly reduce the im-
pact of the 50% penalty ta-
riffs that Mr. Trump had
imposed on India in Au-
gust 2025. Minutes earlier,
Mr. Trump had announced
on the social media plat-

form Truth Social that In-
dia and the US. had
“agreed to a trade deal”.
He said India had agreed to
“stop buying Russian oil”
and would reduce “Tariffs
and Non Tariff Barriers
against the U.S. to zero”.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry is yet to respond to
some of the questions re-
lated to the declaration
and the details shared by
Mr. Trump.

“Delighted that Made in
India products will now
have a reduced tariff of
18%,” said Mr. Modi thank-
ing Mr. Trump.

“When two large econo-
mies and the world’s lar-
gest democracies work to-
gether, it benefits our
people and unlocks im-

DONALD TRUMP
U.S. President

Big thanks to President
} Trump... When two
large economies and the world's
largest democracies work
together, it benefits our people

\NAIIENDRA MODI, Prime Minister

mense opportunities for
mutually beneficial coop-
eration,” he said in his post

onX.
Alittle before Mr. Modi's
message, Mr. Trump said

on Truth Social, “..we
agreed to a Trade Deal bet-
ween the United States and
India, whereby the United
States will charge a re-
duced Reciprocal Tariff, lo-

wering it from 25% to 18%.”
He further claimed,
“...they will likewise move
forward to reduce their Ta-
riffs and Non Tariff Bar-
riers against the United
States, to ZERO”.

Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goyal
welcomed the
developments.

The U.S. President also
claimed that India will
“buy much more from the
United States and poten-
tially, Venezuela”. Mr.
‘Trump said that Mr. Modi
had “committed” to in-
creasing purchase of U.S.
products to $500 billion.
The two announcements
from Mr. Modi and Mr.
Trump drew prompt res-
ponse from the Congress,

U.S. tariff on India cut to 18%, say Modi, Trump
SR gRT URA W R® 18% aF ewT 4T, Tl 3R ¢u A HeT

e U.S. tariff on India cut to 18%, say Modi, Trump

with its general secretary
(communications) Jairam
Ramesh saying, “Itappears
Mr. Modi has capitulated fi-
nally.”

Jaishankar in U.S.

The telephone conversa-
tion between Mr. Modi and
Mr. Trump took place as
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar started a visit to
the United States from Fe-
bruary 2 to 4, when he will
participate in the Critical
Minerals Ministerial meet
convened by U.S. Secretary
of State Marco Rubio.

“The Ministerial will fo-
cus on supply chain resi-
lience, clean energy transi-
tions, and  strategic
cooperation in critical min-
erals,” said the Ministry an-

AR GRT YRd IR R 18% b TeTdl 71T, Md 3R &0 3 &

e After a phone call with Prime Minister, U.S. President says the countries have ‘agreed to a

nouncing that Mr. Jaishan-
kar during the ongoing
tour “will also hold meet-
ings with senior members
of the U.S. administration”.

Apart from India, do-
zens of other countries
such as Kenya, South Ko-
rea, and Democratic Repu-
blic of Congo that have sig-
nificant national minerals
production will be part of
the meeting.

The ministerial is aimed
at reducing critical miner-
als dependence on China
and create a supply chain
that will cover the entire
supply chain from mining,
processing, recycling, to
pricing mechanism. The
participating countries are
also expected to sign a
non-binding document.

trade deal’ and India will stop buying oil from Russia; India to reduce tariff and non-tariff

barriers against U.S. to zero, Modi ‘committed’ to increasing purchase of U.S. products to

$500 billion, says Trump; Commerce Minister welcomes developments

YA P JIY B Hid & I At

Tgafa 3 &gl fob ST a1 A TR FHEid W)
Tl TS § 3R HRA T J 90 TRIT g BT, HRA AR®T & Fes 2w 3ik -

N Frursit B IR dF TeTE, Hidl 3 AP IAe! B WiE $500 SR AP TG B
Yfadsar Sd1s 8, <U A $gT; arforsa Hft 7 ge-rhd &1 W faar
¢ Indicating a positive turn in a bilateral relationship that had been under strain from multiple
issues, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that “Made in India” products would
“now” attract a “reduced tariff of 18%” in the U.S., after a telephonic conversation with
President Donald Trump on Monday

®3 Ol Q 71a | I8 fguel Geieh & ToR1eS A &1 Yobd d gU HeTIHEAT A HidY

N Pt fb “Hep 3 SFSTT” IS TR 317 3MRPT & “18% BT HH B~ T, T8 Gon

HIHAR &1 IPUFd SIHTES ¢U I CepIS STdsid & s1G i 18
¢ The move is expected to significantly reduce the impact of the 50% penalty tariffs that Mr.
Trump had imposed on India in August 2025
Ig H&H SR 2025 H YR TR AT 7T 50% SSTHP SR & YHId &I B! §e db Y
&1 P AT B
e Minutes earlier, Mr. Trump had announced on the social media platform Truth Social that
India and the U.S. had “agreed to a trade deal”

$ e ugad gt 4t 7u A Tivra Hifsar wewid g3 Qvra | 9ivon &1 ot i YR SR skt

J “SHTYR HHSNA U JgATa” SIds §
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e He said India had agreed to “stop buying Russian oil” and would reduce “Tariffs and Non
Tariff Barriers against the U.S. to zero”
I BT b YR 7“2 9 WG dg XA IR YgHld ol & IR “SMivet & faars
RNw 3R IR ararsit & R I gergm

o The External Affairs Ministry is yet to respond to some of the questions related to the
declaration and the details shared by Mr. Trump

q%ﬁ;gmmﬁwwmwaﬁwﬁwmwmwﬁwﬁ@qéwquﬁm

o “Delighted that Made in India products will now have a reduced tariff of 18%,” said Mr.
Modi thanking Mr. Trump
“Tp T SIS IS W 3T 18% BT HH ¢RE TH A WA §,” ft A1t 7 ot <u Fl =arg
< g P

o “When two large economies and the world’s largest democracies work together, it
benefits our people and unlocks immense opportunities for mutually beneficial
cooperatlon ” he said in his post on X
“IT9 & TSI SfIARITE 3R g ot Tad TSt AP TP A1Y HTH $Yd g, dl 3049 gaR
T Y TH BT @ SR RN ATHBRY WEaNT & FITer S/ e €7 361 X IR S
URe H &gl

¢ Alittle before Mr. Modi’'s message, Mr. Trump said on Truth Social, “...we agreed to a
Trade Deal between the United States and India, whereby the United States will charge
a reduced Reciprocal Tariff, lowering it from 25% to 18%.”

ot A} & TR Y DS R Uz, 1 <9 A 3U WIRTA W Bgl, “... 9 SARDT 3R URd & o9
T SATYR THEN TR GEHT Srard 2, R qed SRt TRER® 2R® B 25% A
HTTHY 18% DM |”

o He further claimed, “...they will likewise move forward to reduce their Tariffs and Non
Tariff Barriers agalnst the United States, to ZERO”.

IR o o b, «.. 3 O AR b AT S R 3R R-2Rw Frensi o gy
7% UeR & R amt g3
e Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal welcomed the developments

IOy 3R It W=t gy e A geHIhH &1 W@rd b

e The U.S. President also claimed that India will “buy much more from the United States
and potentially, Venezuela”

3rafvat Irgafe A g W e i o R “smfyeT 3iv Hyaa: dA9ear | oal siftre
@G HAT

e Mr. Trump said that Mr. Modi had “committed” to increasing purchase of U.S. products to
$500 billion

st 20 = Fg1 fs ft A1) 7 SARPT IGT BT TG $500 3RT TP TgH B! “ldGsar” SIS o

e The two announcements from Mr. Modi and Mr. Trump drew prompt response from the
Congress, with its general secretary (communications) Jairam Ramesh saying, “It
appears Mr. Modi has capitulated finally.”

o I IR 2t <0 1 < ol TR BT 1 SR A R wfeifeban oS, ford uref o A e
(IR SR TAY = T, “V1 wd e € 6 of Wit 3 sida: s a4 a2 1

Jaishanka-r in ti_\e u.s.
A SIOHY

e The telephone conversation between Mr. Modi and Mr. Trump took place as External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar started a visit to the United States from February 2 to 4, when he
will participate in the Critical Minerals Ministerial meet convened by U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio
it M 3R ot <U & S AW aradid U8 I99 g8 ofd faeRT W3l TH. FaRia) - 2 9 4
BRadl & o MNP &) B R 1, wiel 9 ! fadwr wY "t Sfedt gRT S T
firfewa frrea wieadia 9o o wrT o

¢ “The Ministerial will focus on supply chain resilience, clean energy transitions, and
strategic cooperation in critical minerals,” said the Ministry announcing that Mr.
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Jaishankar during the ongoing tour “will also hold meetings with senior members of the

U.S. administration”

“7g HRARAHT 9o ATy Saa $t Ao, I Hoit GHHYT 3R Tgaqul @fe o
o TgahT W Hisd ghlt,” HAag 3 98 Ol dRd §U Fel fob SRRl Siut Hisial amn
F IR “ART! y=mE & afvy wedt A ot garerd s
Apart from India, dozens of other countries such as Kenya, South Korea, and Democratic
Republic of Congo that have significant national minerals production will be part of the
meeting

YR & AT =T, ST BT R HIN AbaiiAD TURTST S gor-! 3= <=1, o U
He@yUl AP WIS SAGH &, $H d93F P foedm giil

The ministerial is aimed at reducing critical minerals dependence on China and create a
supply chain that will cover the entire supply chain from mining, processing, recycling, to
pricing mechanism

g WG dod 99 R Ayl @fel o RRdr H1 B 3R W=, TR, |
AR oo YR &3 b I Y 4RI B HaR P alel! FaRT 1 & IeT

The participating countries are also expected to sign a non-binding document

YT T IT0 G20 ¥ Ueh TR-S1ehT SwaTadel W geR o &1 Hi Iwiia §
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Rise in southern States’ share of funds gives no relief to T.N.
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Rise in southern States’ share
of funds gives no relief to T.N.

The share of Tamil Nadu, which was 4.079% in the 15" Finance Commission, rose to 4.097% in 16"

panel, with a rate of increase of only 0.44%; weights assigned to per-capita GSDP came down too

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

espite five south-
l)ern States being
assigned a collec-

tively higher share under
the vertical distribution
scheme of the 16th Finance
Commission (FC) than in
the past, Tamil Nadu’s
share has seen only a mar-
ginal rise.

The share of Tamil Na-
du, which was 4.079% in
the 15th FC, rose to 4.097%
now, accounting for a rate
of increase of 0.44%. This
was followed by Telangana
with a rise of 3.43% and
Andhra Pradesh with 4.2%.
Only Karnataka and Kerala
have witnessed a double-
digit rate of increase -
13.27% and 23.74%, respec-
tively.

At the all-India level,
Kerala’s degree of rise is
only next to Haryana’s
24.52%, while the third slot
goes to Karnataka.

‘Virtually nothing’
Veteran experts in public
finances say Tamil Nadu
has got virtually nothing
extra. “Yet again, unfair
treatment,” is the refrain of
the experts.

One of the experts con-
tends that this time, the
16th FC included contribu-
tion to Gross Domestic Pro-
duct (GDP) as one of the
criteria for horizontal de-
volution. But for this ele-
ment, the share of Tamil
Nadu may have gone
down. The criterion of tax
and fiscal efforts has been

Mixed portions

Caspits five sauthern States being assigned a collectively
higher share under the wertical distribution scheme of the
[atest Finanee Commission (FC) than in tha past, Tamil Hadu

has seen anly a marginal rise

The chart shows the percentage
dhifference in southern States”
share [n devolution of P

fumds between 16th arnd
15th Fingnce Cammission

Kerala Karnataka andhra Telangana  TamilMadu
Fradesh
removed, while the down to49.93%.

weights assigned to the cri-
teria of area, demographic
performance and per-capi-
ta GSDP (Gross State Dom-
estic Product) have re-
duced. Only the criterion
of population has seen an
increase of weight from
15% to 17.5%, which, ho-
wever, does not benefit the
southern States including
Tamil Nadu and Kerala.
K.R. Shanmugam, form-
er Director of the Madras
School of Economics, says
the increase in the vertical
devolution for the south
seems to have been
achieved by decreasing the
share of six northern States
such as Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh and Bi-
har, besides West Bengal.
The combined share of the
seven States, which stood
at 51.2%, has been brought

Pointing out only relief
and temporary restoration
works are covered under
disaster response fund
schemes, a veteran policy
maker suggests that the
Union government follows
the example of the Tamil
Nadu government, which
had created, in the light of
the December 2015 floods
in Chennai and surround-
ing areas, a project prepa-
ration fund of Y100 crore
for the formulation of pro-
jects to be posed to fund-
ing agencies.

Subsidy levels

The 16 FC has dealt elabo-
rately with the subject of
subsidies, an area where
the south has been a trend-
setter. “At 378,453 crore,
Tamil Nadu had the high-
est absolute level of subsi-

dy in 2023-24, followed by
Karnataka, Andhra Pra-
desh and Telangana at
370,149 crore, 63,951
crore and ¥62,847 crore
respectively,” the panel
records.

Pointing out that the ab-
solute subsidy levels are
“somewhat misleading” gi-
ven the State’s size, the
Commission names Telan-
gana as one of the States
wherein subsidy levels, as
a proportion of respective
GSDP, exceeded 5% during
2024-26, and Andhra Pra-
desh having the subsidy le-
vel standing between 3%
and 5%.

As for channelising sub-
sidies to the eligible benefi-
ciaries, the latest FC report
refers to measures taken
by Andhra Pradesh, Telan-
gana and Tamil Nadu go-
vernments. It acknowledg-
es that by employing
information  technology
(IT) enabled data analysis
on integrated databases,
such States have been able
to  de-duplicate  and
streamline beneficiary list-
ing, leading to substantial
savings.

Though the southern
States had taken a similar
stand on many issues, they
differed among themselves
over revenue deficit grants
meant for bridging the re-
venue gap. While Karnata-
ka expressed scepticism,
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala
and Tamil Nadu stood for
the continuation of such
grants. However, the 16%
FC’s recommendation was
against the grants.
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Rise in southern States’ share of funds gives no relief to T.N.

SRR It & Bhe e | Selan] § af¥erTg &l $is Xgd ol
The share of Tamil Nadu, which was 4.079% in the 15th Finance Commission, rose to
4.097% in 16th panel, with a rate of increase of only 0.44%; weights assigned to per-capita
GSDP came down too

15d fa=1 SR H 4.079% 3BT AfAeTg &1 38T 169 U B SN 4.097% FafT, Afb 3fS
&R Had 0.44% 38T Ufa iRy GSDP &1 U U oo  +ft et o

Despite five southern States being assigned a collectively higher share under the vertical
distribution scheme of the 16th Finance Commission (FC) than in the past, Tamil Nadu’s
share has seen only a marginal rise

1A €t 169 fa=T 3T (FC) &) afé e feiegm T & dgd U™ oféroft Irsal &) ugd &t
I B Infed w0 9 S fewan fiyen g1, aftrerrg & i & draa Areh 9611 68 @

The share of Tamil Nadu, which was 4.079% in the 15th FC, rose to 4.097% now,
accounting for a rate of increase of 0.44%

154 FC T 4.079% 35T AfH@-ITg &1 fSRT 319 4.097% &I 7T, ST 0.44% &1 gig & ST ©
This was followed by Telangana with a rise of 3.43% and Andhra Pradesh with 4.2%

TP d1G AT | 3.43% 3R 38 TSR N 4.2% P! TGI8 &3

Only Karnataka and Kerala have witnessed a double-digit rate of increase — 13.27% and
23.74%, respectively

Had Bl AR HIA - G 3P| Bt ik G Gl DI — AR 13.27% 3R 23.74%

At the all-India level, Kerala’s degree of rise is only next to Haryana’s 24.52%, while the
third slot goes to Karnataka

YR TR R I $1 3ia gRATUN & 24.52% & d1c g VM WR &, Salfds T

R HleP B! ST &

‘Virtually nothing’
I 5o W

Veteran experts in public finances say Tamil Nadu has got virtually nothlng extra

& gy IR 1 Be1 & b aftremrg & @ B9 o1 sifafvad 781 e €
“Yet again, unfalr treatment,” is the refrain of the experts
o IR TOh, SR SIaeR,” RS &1 ag) urifear 8
One of the experts contends that this time, the 16th FC included contribution to Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) as one of the criteria for horizontal devolution
T IR 31 HeT & [ 39 SR 169 FC 7 @fest faavor & Ards! ¥ Hoa o 341G (GDP)
H iTe i i foar
But for this element, the share of Tamil Nadu may have gone down
gfe I8 da 9 gidl, dl afia-Tg o1 G/ Ue Fava AT
The criterion of tax and fiscal efforts has been removed, while the weights assigned to the
criteria of area, demographic performance and per-capita GSDP (Gross State Domestic
Product) have reduced
IR IR I FATH HT AFCS gel ol T 7, e @A d, SRS weRie 3R
ufa oafRT GSDP (W& d I T ITE) & AHGS! Bl f3T 7T a9 geT fau U §
Only the criterion of population has seen an increase of weight from 15% to 17.5%, which,
however, does not benefit the southern States including Tamil Nadu and Kerala

I SIFTEET 3 TS BT a9 15% & TETHR 17.5% b3 71 2, ol grciifds aferemrg iR
¥ afgd gféroft sl o amy 78 ugama

K.R. Shanmugam, former Director of the Madras School of Economics, says the increase
in the vertical devolution for the south seems to have been achieved by decreasing the
share of six northern States such as Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Bihar, besides
West Bengal

HETH o 316 SHIHINIRT & Ud R $.3MR. I-HIH &1 e ¢ o 2o & frg
dféwd fSaegm ¥ Jeiad! STR We™T, 7l We, fagR ok uf3m @ma Ifgd o8 St st
& e 3! geTaR §1Rd &1 7S §
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e The combined share of the seven States, which stood at 51.2%, has been brought down to
49.93%
T TI4] BT G TR, S 51.2% T, UCTHR 49.93% P foar Tar @

¢ Pointing out only relief and temporary restoration works are covered under disaster
response fund schemes, a veteran policy maker suggests that the Union government
follows the example of the Tamil Nadu government

Ig §ard gU for smueT ufaferar Sy gisrrei & dgd bad Ied iR AT TeTelt wrf

:am‘ﬁa% T aiky Fifa Fmiar gema 3d € f F TWeR o) afanrg TReR & IR0 &
S{IERUT AT AT

e which had created, in the light of the December 2015 floods in Chennai and surrounding
areas, a project preparation fund of 100 crore for the formulation of projects to be posed
to funding agencies
o 998 3R Uy & &3 # fAar 2015 F) 918 & He-oR, fauivor woiRit & gwer
TR fhT o a1t Tiolae R A & foTT 100 RIS BT URASHT dast Y §r o7

Subsidy levels
LK

o The 16th FC has dealt elaborately with the subject of subsidies, an area where the south
has been a trendsetter

%16%'Fc - Afordt & fawy R fawaR ¥ f9=R foar &, v U &7 wigt &féror wgfar fufRes <@t

o “At¥78,453 crore, Tamil Nadu had the highest absolute level of subsidy in 2023 -24,
followed by Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana at ¥70,149 crore, ¥63,951 crore
and 62,847 crore respectively,” the panel records

“%78,453 BRIS & WY, 2023-24 H AaTg &1 AfTS! &1 Yol 7a¥ & S AT, 9
q1C THHRT: HICH €70,149 TS, 3Tl USTT 763,951 FAS R AT 262,847 FRIS I8,”
O = &t foa

e Pointing out that the absolute subsidy levels are “somewhat misleading” given the State’s
size, the Commission names Telangana as one of the States wherein subsidy levels, as a
proportion of respective GSDP, exceeded 5% during 2024-26
AT & HR Pl ST qﬁmwﬁ“wwaﬁm FTd T, TART = AT
ﬁwmﬁmﬁam%wzozmsaﬂwwﬁaGSDP%&&WﬁH@@%%@
3fferep Tgt

¢ and Andhra Pradesh having the subsidy level standing between 3% and 5%

3R iy W= H TSI WR 3% A 5% & aiid g1

e As for channelising subsidies to the eligible beneficiaries, the latest FC report refers to
measures taken by Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Tamil Nadu governments
T AIHIRIA a9 WISt  YaTe & Heie §, TaaT FC RUIE aiish wawT,

AR WHRI GRT BT 7T B! BT Ied Bl &

e It acknowledges that by employing information technology (IT) enabled data analysis on
integrated databases, such States have been able to de-duplicate and streamline
beneficiary listing, leading to substantial savings
Ig WIHR 1301 71 § o Thipd Serad R Wt (i) enurfea Ser fazawor
TR, T o GRATBR ge eﬁ?mmgwﬂﬁwﬁﬂmaﬂﬁﬁwéi o
HTH Jad &S ©

e Though the southern States had taken a similar stand on many issues, they differed among
themselves over revenue deficit grants meant for bridging the revenue gap

BT Sferoft Ial 3 S gl IR THH 3@ SO AT, Wfds ITeTed 3faR Ule & forg &t o
Tl TToRG "TeT 3ge R 3 30y § Havg @d &

o While Karnataka expressed scepticism, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Tamil Nadu stood
for the continuation of such grants
;?Wﬁaﬁgm, T2 3ATY WS, P SR AT VY I Bt SR 7@ & e
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e However, the 16th FC’s recommendation was against the grants

gTiifh, 169 FC @t fRIw1fer 7 gl & Qe <t

A Budget less driven
by elections, more
by global headwinds

NEWS ANALYSIS

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

In a year when four States
and one Union Territory —
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, As-
sam, West Bengal, and Pu-
ducherry — are headed for
Assembly elections, expec-
tations around the Budget,
at least in political circles,
were that they would re-
ceive some goodies.

While the Budget did in-
clude announcements
touching these States, the
measures were packaged
within broader multi-State
initiatives that reflected the
government’s attempt to
balance domestic political
expectations with global
economic uncertainties.

“There is enough to cov-
er all the election-bound
States. Much has been an-
nounced for election and
non-election States,” Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said at the
post-Budget press confe-
rence.

For West Bengal, the an-
nouncements included a
proposed high-speed rail
corridor between Siliguri
and Varanasi, a Dankuni
(East)-Surat (West) dedicat-
ed freight corridor, and an
East-West Industrial Corri-
dor. Tamil Nadu and Kerala
featured in the announce-
ment about a Rare Earth
Corridor, alongside incen-
tives for farmers growing
cashew, coconuts and co-
coa. The “Turtle Trails”
project includes coastal
areas of Odisha, Karnata-

ka, and Kerala. Assam is set
to be a part of a Buddhist
tourism circuit.

By wrapping these mea-
sures in a multi-State
spread, the government
signalled that the global
headwinds and the trade
issues outweighed domes-
tic political concerns.

The establishment of a
National Institute of Hospi-
tality for training in the ser-
vice sector, setting up girls’
hostels in STEM institu-
tions across districts, and
several measures in the tax
proposals to boost the ma-
nufacturing sector were
significant announce-
ments. A I40,000-crore
push for Semiconductor
Mission 2.0 and an elec-
tronics manufacturing
boost were also an-
nounced. All these mea-
sures, sources said, were
aimed at insulating India
from global trade disrup-
tions, strengthening sup-
ply chains, and preparing
Indians for different skill
set demands from coun-
tries with which India has
concluded or is finalising
FTAs.

Many of these mea-
sures, however, are not im-
mediately saleable in elec-
toral terms and will require
careful support from the
government to bear fruit.
The broader aim, govern-
ment managers argue, is to
craft a new narrative — of
constructing a rail track in
anticipation of a train run-
ning on it not today, but
several years later — a hori-
zon that may be distant,
but could affect the legacy
of the Modi years.

coconuts and cocoa

A Budget less driven by elections, more
by global headwinds

9G] @ 9, Afye ufageaarst @ sfte

uRd Teie

* A Budget less driven by elections, more by global
headwinds

gATal 9 B, fye ufagaarsit 3 siftre ORd soie

¢ In a year when four States and one Union
Territory — Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Assam, West
Bengal, and Puducherry — are headed for
Assembly elections, expectations around the
Budget, at least in political circles, were that they
would receive some goodies

forg v TR W= SR TP Fx RIT J= —
afeTg, Hd, 3R, IfdH 97, SR gt —
faem T gATEl 31 SR 9 38 §, 39 a9 quie B
AP, HH I HH ISP gad! |, I8 e It b 35
$o Rard fam

¢ While the Budget did include announcements
touching these States, the measures were packaged
within broader multi-State initiatives that reflected
the government’s attempt to balance domestic
political expectations with global economic
uncertainties

BTl §ofc | 9 14! ¥ oS ¥ryumg e off, e
3 UM UG gt ugal & iR O fu M g,
Ell Eﬁqwa:ﬂﬁra? 3rdgrmait 3 afyes s
Sff¥aarsit & S Yo 99 & WRPR & TN DI
ERIRE

¢ “There is enough to cover all the election-bound
States. Much has been announced for election and
non-election States,” Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said at the post-Budget press
conference

ATd 1t Tt 341 Bl FaR HRA & g wafe 2
iﬁ?ﬂ aﬁ? TR-gATd! gHi Iedi & fore 959 oo 9ifta
foar an 8, fam W fonden Haraur A see F a1
Pt U D136 H Bl
e For West Bengal, the announcements included a
proposed high-speed rail corridor between Siliguri
and Varanasi, a Dankuni (East)-Surat (West)
dedicated freight corridor, and an East-West
Industrial Corridor

gf3m smra & forg diwonsit & ReiE) ok Rt

& S TATAd gT3-T1S YA BINSR, SHPI (Yd)-

wmﬁwﬁﬁ@? 3R & qd-ufgm
PSR WA §

e Tamil Nadu and Kerala featured in the
announcement about a Rare Earth Corridor,
alongside incentives for farmers growing cashew,
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ARreATg SR Iva & W o PifveIR Faith urwon & wnfera fovan wa, 9y € ey, e
AR BYPT ST a1 gt 3 R v ot o el 8

The “Turtle Trails” pI'OjeCt includes coastal areas of Odisha, Karnataka, and Kerala
«odd Fa RGNS H ST, Beifew, IR Hea & detd &7 e 2

Assam is set to be a part of a Buddhist tourism circuit

3R B! g GHe Afdhe &1 few s ST 8

By wrapping these measures in a multi-State spread, the govemment signalled that the
global headwinds and the trade issues outweighed domestic political concerns

3 IUT! ! TE-IUIY fIwaR & Thea, WBR 3 Wabd fear b Yy wfagpaant ik R
o 12, mmmﬁmaﬁ@re{%ﬂ%aqﬂf%

The establishment of a National Institute of Hospitality for training in the service sector,
setting up girls’ hostels in STEM institutions across districts, and several measures in the
tax proposals to boost the manufacturing sector were significant announcements

[T & T UfRIEr & o AR S¥iege TP gifvuciord! & R, fordl #f STEM IATl

# afererait & ormar, ok faffmfor g & serar 37 & forg #= wRamal § 3 Iur Heaquf
oy off

A %40,000-crore push for Semiconductor Mission 2.0 and an electronics manufacturing

boost were also announced

Aftrrsae R 2.0 & 1T 240,000 FHRIS H1 UIITRA 3R AT fafrafor &1 sgrar
BEIRIRIEEIETRE

All these measures, sources said, were aimed at insulating India from global trade
disruptions, strengthening supply chains, and preparing Indians for different skill set
demands from countries with which India has concluded or is finalising FTAs

T & R, T qoft IurT A UTUR @l T HIRT &) GRfera W=, myfd saarsi
DI HIgd B, 3R R 2T S 1o 4R A FTAs ol U § a1 3ifqH w0 ¢ w17, 370
SR fafira ierer smaRgdarsit & o HIRARN B TR H1 F 3T A8

Many of these measures, however, are not immediately saleable in electoral terms and will
require careful support from the government to bear fruit

gIaifer 378 A F3 Iurd ATt e} A R pded TS § 3R 370 uRom & & o WReR @
AAYIYdS TUYT B Sa=gdhdl gHil

The broader aim, government managers argue, is to craft a new narrative — of constructing
a rail track in anticipation of a train running on it not today, but several years later — a
horizon that may be distant, but could affect the legacy of the Modi years

ISR st} T dcb g o HTID I2.3T U 78 BUT TG § — I U3} &1 A7 31 78T
Sfcs ®S qul a1g I WR A To &I SHiE T — Teb T férfaret St et & R &), AT /iy
qul P foRT9a &) yHIfad HR Johdr 8
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A hat tip to Tamil Nadu’s industrial strength, reforms

he Economic Survey of India (2025-26),

while underscoring India’s strong

macroeconomic fundamentals and its
resilience amid geopolitical fragmentation and
global economic turbulence, accords significant
recognition to Tamil Nadu’s performance across a
range of development indicators.

As India emerges as the fastest-growing large
economy, Tamil Nadu stands out as the
fastest-growing State economy, registering 11.19%
real growth in 2024-25. As India’s second-largest
State economy, Tamil Nadu is also a major
contributor to national growth. This performance
is driven primarily by the secondary sector,
which grew by 13.43%. Within this,
manufacturing has emerged as a key growth
engine, recording 14.74% real growth — more than
three times the all-India average of 4.5%. Tamil
Nadu also leads every State in four-year average
real manufacturing growth (2021-22 to 2024-25) at
9.38%, while its overall GSDP grew by 8.63%.
Headline CPI inflation declined to 2.45% in
2025-26 (till December). The State’s merchandise
exports have nearly doubled from $26.15 billion
in 2020-21 to $52.07 billion in 2024-25, reflecting
rising global competitiveness and industrial
diversification.

The Survey makes multiple references that
reinforce Tamil Nadu’s position as an
investment-ready, industry-first State, highlight its
strength in manufacturing employment,
ecosystem-led cluster development, and also its
enablement of reforms that support faster project
execution and sustainable industrial growth. It
also highlights achievements in urban
development, skill development, higher
education, agriculture and services output.

Industrial diversity

Building on its legacy in textiles and leather,
Tamil Nadu has developed a diversified industrial
ecosystem. The Survey cites the automobiles and
auto components cluster and the electronics
manufacturing ecosystem at Sriperumbudur as
exemplary cases of effective industrial policy
intervention. Tamil Nadu is among the few States
where 85% of the cement industry is
concentrated. It is also one of three States to
receive final approval for financial assistance of
100 crore to establish a Medical Devices Park

K.R. Shanmugam

is Economic
Consultant to
the Government
of Tamil Nadu

The Economic
Survey of India
(2025-26)
reinforces Tamil
Nadu’s position
as an
investment-
ready,
industry-first
State

under the Scheme for Promotion of Medical
Devices Parks.

According to the Survey, Tamil Nadu
contributes 15% of India’s manufacturing
employment — the highest among all States —
surpassing Gujarat (13%), Maharashtra (13%), and
Uttar Pradesh (8%). This leadership is attributed
to the State’s higher concentration of large-scale
manufacturing units with superior productivity,
supported by infrastructure development,
availability of skilled manpower and
investor-friendly policies.

Under the Business Reforms Action Plan
(BRAP) 2024, Tamil Nadu has enhanced ease of
doing business through single-window

while promoting solar parks, district-level
decarbonisation plans and energy-efficiency
programmes. These initiatives accelerate
industrial projects while strengthening
environmental compliance.

On pollution control, climate action

The Survey specifically highlights the role of the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board in actively
monitoring industrial effluent treatment systems
and supporting the establishment of common
effluent treatment plants, particularly for
tanneries and textile clusters. Tamil Nadu has
secured a pivotal role in India’s green hydrogen
economy with the designation of the V.0.
Chidambaranar Port as one of only three green
hydrogen hubs under the National Green
Hydrogen Mission. This positions the State at the
forefront of India’s target to produce five million
metric tonnes of green hydrogen annually by
2030. The
Chennai-Vellore-Villupuram-Chengalpattu
corridor has also been identified as a potential
Regional Rapid Transit System route.

The Survey takes note of the Tamil Nadu
Sustainably Harnessing Ocean Resources and
Blue Economy Project addressing climate
vulnerabilities along the State’s 1,076-kilometre
coastline across 14 coastal districts. The initiative
adopts a multi-pronged approach encompassing
coastal biodiversity enhancement, protection
infrastructure, livelihood support, marine
pollution mitigation and strengthened project
management. The Climate Resilient Villages

A hat tip to Tamil Nadu’s industrial strength, reforms

ARYeTg Bt SN arhd 3R JURT &I Janit

e The Economic Survey of India (2025-26), while underscoring India’s strong macroeconomic
fundamentals and its resilience amid geopolitical fragmentation and global economic
turbulence, accords significant recognition to Tamil Nadu’s performance across a range of

development indicators.

&I (2025-26), YRd ! Holgd AU 3Mffe gfare

YR 1 31

clearances, digitised approvals and land reforms,

initiative is recognised as a model for
institutionalising climate resilience at the
grass-roots level.

It further notes that Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu and Telangana together account for
nearly 40% of India’s services output, driven by
high-productivity sectors such as IT, finance and
professional services, with a strong concentration
in southern urbanised States.

Tamil Nadu is also identified among
high-performing States in groundnut
productivity, alongside Gujarat and Karnataka,
due to improved varieties, multiple crop cycles
and sustained policy focus on oilseeds. Its
achievements in banana cultivation are similarly
recognised as region-specific success stories in
horticulture.

Urban development and education

On urban development, the Survey highlights
Chennai to be one of the world’s largest urban
agglomerations and an example of orderly
boarding and disciplined civic conduct. Chennai’s
Metropolitan Area Parking Policy 2025 is cited as
a national best practice, and Tamil Nadu ranks
first in Civic Behaviour in the India Today Gross
Domestic Behaviour Survey. The State is also
among those which have liberalised building
by-laws and simplified development norms.

In higher education, 17 institutions from Tamil
Nadu feature in the NIRF 2025 Top 100 Overall
Rankings — the highest among all States. The
Tamil Nadu Working Women’s Hostels
Corporation (Thozhi Hostels) is recognised as a
national blueprint for enhancing women’s
workforce participation. The Skill Voucher
Scheme launched in 2024 by the Adi Dravidar
and Tribal Welfare Department is also
acknowledged for supporting students from
disadvantaged communities.

Overall, the Economic Survey affirms Tamil
Nadu’s development strategy to be anchored in
the integration of economic growth, social equity
and environmental sustainability. Industrial
expansion has strengthened production,
employment, technology and trade, while the
State’s leadership in education, renewable
energy, urban governance and social welfare
positions it as a key contributor to India’s Vision
2047.

3R Yo faesa

T afYe Sifes IYT-gUd & S D! Yg-IRiterdl BbI X@iiohd hd gu, [AHN Hobda! ot T
foqa ofaen & afireTg & UaxiF &1 Heayul Al &l 5|

e As India emerges as the fastest-growing large economy, Tamil Nadu stands out as the
fastest-growing State economy, registering 11.19% real growth in 2024-25.

YR & T dolt I Fg- arell go! SrRfaqRyl & &0 H FHRA & 1, aftre-rg Jad ool 9 de
Telt I SATTRIT & T T T ST &, T 202425 H 11.19% IRATAD JiS Tt B

e As India’s second-largest State economy, Tamil Nadu is also a major contributor to national

growth.

YRA BT GO T F81 I SRfaRA 81 & 1, diarg I8 fawm 7 of ue uga
INTEFbd g

e This performance is driven primarily by the secondary sector, which grew by 13.43%.

Ig e T w1 § fgdftus

& GRT TaIferd ©, S 13.43% ST

e Within this, manufacturing has emerged as a key growth engine, recording 14.74% real
growth — more than three times the all-India average of 4.5%.
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% iwR, fafmfor te v foem S99 & U 3 IWRT 8, R 14.74% IRafas 9fS ol &t
— O ST URANT 3N 4.5% T ol 1 F off oifd 3

Tamil Nadu also leads every State in four-year average real manufacturing growth (2021-22
to 2024-25) at 9.38%, while its overall GSDP grew by 8.63%.

TG IR TG 3Md IRafde® fafaior 3 (2021-22 | 2024-25) 7 9.38% & A1y Tt T4t
o aroft B, Safeh STPT Hd Yohd T TR SIS 8.63% T

Headline CPI inflation declined to 2.45% in 2025-26 (till December).

@ ITHIET I JaAH1H TR 1l 2025-26 (FA=iaR d) T UTHhr 2.45% {15 |

The State’s merchandise exports have nearly doubled from $26.15 billion in 2020-21 to
$52.07 billion in 2024-25, reflecting rising global competitiveness and industrial
diversification.

T &1 AT i 2020-21 H $26.15 billion T SGHR 2024-25 T TTHT BIPR $52.07
billion B! 77T §, S Sgat affYye ufaaef 3R e fafadievu & gxifar 3|

The Survey makes multiple references that reinforce Tamil Nadu’s position as an investment-
ready, industry-first State, highlight its strength in manufacturing employment, ecosystem-led
cluster development, and also its enablement of reforms that support faster project execution
and sustainable industrial growth.

&1 3 Yoo AT B Nt dffrerTg & FRT-daR, IP-09H T & =0 B R ) Aoigd Hd
€, fafmfor AR & S9! dremd, uikaa-smenia THE faem, ok U QuR-gndfe soawt &
JOIPR B & o aol uRaeHT FAwmed 3R Iad henfie e & 9gmar ot 8

It also highlights achievements in urban development, skill development, higher education,
agriculture and services output.

gmm,ﬁwm,mﬁw,?ﬁﬁWWﬁWaﬁﬂﬂww
|

Industrial diversity

Building on its legacy in textiles and leather, Tamil Nadu has developed a diversified industrial

ecosystem.

T 3R TAST &7 H 30! fRIId & SR W, affiarg = U fafaddira sienfiies uifds

fawia far g1

The Survey cites the automobiles and auto components cluster and the electronics

manufacturing ecosystem at Sriperumbudur as exemplary cases of effective industrial policy

intervention.

e fuvragr A siciHiad iR 3l Uedh qHg IUT gaae—ay fafmfor uiidd & guTat

3N Hifd SX&T & IPY IR0 &b 70 H Igyd HRal ¢

Tamil Nadu is among the few States where 85% of the cement industry is concentrated.

TG 37 $3 Il § ¢ STal HHe SN HT 85% dhisd &

It is also one of three States to receive final approval for financial assistance of ¥100 crore to

establish a Medical Devices Park under the Scheme for Promotion of Medical Devices Parks.

g Fafored JUPBRUT UIh| o Hae= Bt AISiT & ded fadedl SUDHRUI UTdh RITUT B3 5 €100

crore 3! foxi TeTard & 3ifad SrIHIG UM aret <9 Isal B & U B

According to the Survey, Tamil Nadu contributes 15% of India’s manufacturing employment

— the highest among all States — surpassing Gujarat (13%), Maharashtra (13%), and Uttar

Pradesh (8%).

TIeT , TS HRd & R0 AR & 15% 1 AreH a1 § — St gt sa &

qTq &rf%g— 3R T[OIRT (13%), HERTY (13%), TUT STR UG (8%) J 3T B

This leadership is attributed to the State’s higher concentration of large-scale manufacturing

units with superior productivity, supported by infrastructure development, availability of skilled

manpower and investor-friendly policies.

g Ad@ T H 3= IATeHdT a1d § TAM & fafmfor seoreal ot 3ifiies Tomdr & HRU g,

?ﬁmﬁﬁmﬁm, B AT FA1Y B Suersdl 3R FaRreb-3rgge ifedl o1 FHd= ure
I
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Under the Business Reforms Action Plan (BRAP) 2024, Tamil Nadu has enhanced ease of
doing business through single-window clearances, digitised approvals and land reforms, while
promoting solar parks, district-level decarbonisation plans and energy-eliciency programmes.
TR YR H IoT (BRAP) 2024 & I8d, AHATg A ThHa- TR,

3FTET SR YT GURY & HTeAH Q IR T SETS 8, I & TR UThT, forer-wird -
A TGS 3R Soll-gerdl HRIGH H Tera fean |

These initiatives accelerate industrial pr %ects while strengthemng environmental compliance.

A Ugd 3NN TRaSHIS &l O ! € 3R Iy & wafarufiy 3rure &) Feigd a1l 8|

On pollution control, climate action

gyl fAri=ur, STearg dRarg W

The Survey specifically highlights the role of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board in

actively monitoring industrial effluent treatment systems and supporting the establishment of

common effluent treatment plants, partlcularly for tanneries and textile clusters.

Fderur ARy = U § afiarg Uyl Faa SIS B YHHT B ISR BT 8, ot e

SUTIY IUTR YUTerdt &1 Wichd FTRI Bl 8 3R fARvax IHST SN qUT 9 Tg! & oy
I SURTE IUAR WA B RITAT H gl PRl 6 |

Tamil Nadu has secured a pivotal role in India’s green hydrogen economy with the

designation of the V.O. Chidambaranar Port as one of only three green hydrogen hubs under

the National Green Hydrogen MlSSlon

AATg = YR B gRd gTeg o srfcqawil B T Muifass YHe! g1Rid &1 3, Fifd Iu-
BRd g gio fARM & dgd dt.ofl. RIGSRAR deME &1 dhdd diF 8Rd gi3gleH Pl d 4 Ub &
=0 & Ifd A T R

This positions the State at the forefront of India’s target to produce five million metric tonnes
of green hydrogen annually by 2030.

Tg T HI YR & 2030 I ufaay i et Wifew e aRd gegion Sdea & aea &
313w dfad & wifid Frar g1

The Chennai-Vellore-Villupuram-Chengalpattu corridor has also been identified as a potential
Regional Rapid Transit System route.

W-ﬁg@?ﬁ-ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ%@%ﬁlﬁ@ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ
fafgd fpar M g |

The Survey takes note of the Tamil Nadu Sustainably Harnessing Ocean Resources and Blue
Economy Project addressing climate vulnerabilities along the State’s 1,076-kilometre
coastline across 14 coastal districts.

Fderur TG & TFR YT & Tad ST 3R el srfeaat uRasH T &1 Iwhd a3,

?w%mm fraiiier ae & A1y 14 adta foral & Siaarg Hdg-Riaarst o deifdd sl
I

The initiative adopts a multi-pronged approach encompassing coastal biodiversity

enhancement, protection infrastructure, livelihood support, marine pollution mitigation and

strengthened project management.

Ig Ugd e id fafaerdr g, TReM SrawiaT, shifaeT TgradT, Tl UgHu T 3R Jee

ORI TeitH &1 THIed $Xd §U Sg-SHTa! RS0 St 5|

The Climate Resilient Villages initiative is recognised as a model for institutionalising climate

resilience at the grass-roots level.

SAR] TR UTH U8 d ! STHIHT Wk IR STAdry Tg-=Iadl l GRITd &9 o & U Aled

& &Y H Tgar & T B

It further notes that Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Telangana together account for

nearly 40% of India’s services output, driven by high-productivity sectors such as IT, finance

and professional serwces with a strong concentration in southern urbanised States.

Ig 3§ & [ Biicd, HERTY, AHATg R AT AP YR & Tl IATGT BT TRIH

40% R B, & G MY, fet SR URR Qs O I SeTeehel A1 @ Wi 2, 9R

DT AOgd Yh g feroh Tedipd Isat A 71

Tamil Nadu is also identified among high-performing States in groundnut productivity,
alongside Gujarat and Karnataka, due to improved varieties, multiple crop cycles and
sustained policy focus on oilseeds.
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SR fHul, 3® U Tl 3R faeel R R Ffara eom & SRo1, afiiemrg & Gasa
Il I U= HA a1 Isal § oRId 3R Hled & 91y fafed fear mar g1

Its achievements in banana cultivation are similarly recognised as region-specific success
stories in horti_culture. _ _ ' ]

& DI Wl T 39! Suaierd I Ht arrart 4 &3-faflky Iwdd Hei=al & =0 § J=di
UER]

Urban development and education

e faera ofix e

On urban development, the Survey highlights Chennai to be one of the world’s largest urban
agglomerations and an example of orderly boarding and disciplined civic conduct.

E<) faT W, Tde&ur 978 &l gfHar & Jad a9 el T TP 3R TafYd Tgrs aul
SRR ARTR® 3Rl & I&[6R0l & U H IR HRdl 5 |

Chennai’'s Metropolitan Area Parking Policy 2025 is cited as a national best practice, and
Tamil Nadu ranks first in Civic Behaviour in the India Today Gross Domestic Behaviour
Survey.

o8 B! HETRI &3 UIfchT it 2025 BT IETA Haraw 31 & FU H Iy a1 T 5, 3R
ST ¢S T R AR & H AT ARG HaeR H TUH RIF R &

The State is also among those which have liberalised building by-laws and simplified
development norms.

1T 3 o4t § ot =i © feia yae Sufafidl & IeR SR § SR e AFe! & WRd
far g1

In higher education, 17 institutions from Tamil Nadu feature in the NIRF 2025 Top 100
Overall Rankings — the highest among all States.

S R 7, TG & 17 VR AT SRR 3BT i 2025 BT 2 100 T b1 &
e € — o 9t Il & ed oo gl

The Tamil Nadu Working Women’s Hostels Corporation (Thozhi Hostels) is recognised as a
national blueprint for enhancing women’s workforce participation.

AT SRR Afedl SEEN AT (UiSh gied) &I Afgarst & Hriad UFiieR! g™ o fog
TS IETI M1 A T[T 5|

The Skill Voucher Scheme launched in 2024 by the Adi Dravidar and Tribal Welfare
Department is also acknowledged for supporting students from disadvantaged communities.

2024 T 371fe ZfASR 3R SIS Bl faHRT gRT YRE & T8 I 3R IoiT &1 dfed
e & BHE & wHdT & o ft TR farar mar g |

Overall, the Economic Survey alirms Tamil Nadu’s development strategy to be anchored in
the integration of economic growth, social equity and environmental sustainability.

Fa fArameR, sfdfe Tdem 39 a1d & gfY ol @ o affiarg &1 fasr oifa onffes gfs,
TS UM 3R TiaRvitT Taadr & Teieu § fRAfga 81

Industrial expansion has strengthened production, employment, technology and trade, while
the State’s leadership in education, renewable energy, urban governance and social welfare
positions it as a key contributor to India’s Vision 2047.

N1 IR 7 IaTeH, ISR, Wit 3R TR &1 Holgd foan 7, STafdh fRuef,
TR T, JE AR SR FHIRTS H0T & AT BT A 39 HRA & Aol 2047 HT Th
U9 ANTeHbd! a1 g |
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Visible progress, invisible exclusion

udget 2026-27 signals a
transition away from
pandemic-era crisis
management to what is
now a borrowing-heavy doctrine
for financing growth and capital
expenditure (capex) spending.

By guiding fiscal deficit to 4.3%
of GDP and scaling public capital
expenditure to ¥12.2 lakh crore,
the government aims to project a
broader infra-capex enabled
vision of a ‘Viksit Bharat’ while
giving a necessary push to MSMEs
in manufacturing this time. That
public infrastructure and MSME
growth are no longer framed as
areas of temporary stimulus, but
part of the structural backbone of
the economy is reassuring.

And yet, beneath the veneer of
macro-economic stability, the
fiscal math, as projected by the
Finance Minister, masks a more
precarious reality. As
manufacturing scales in strategic
frontiers like MSMEs,
semiconductors, and biopharma,
the mechanism connecting this
massive capital expansion to
actual employment outcomes has
become increasingly tenuous.
While capital formation
successfully drives headline GDP,
absorption of labour is stalled.
This suggests that India is
perfecting a growth model
designed to function with clinical
efficiency, while quietly leaving its
vast labour force behind.

Towards a growth doctrine
For much of India’s fiscal history,
capex played a secondary role. It
expanded when revenues
permitted and was restrained
when deficits widened. That
changed after the pandemic. From
2020-21 onwards, capex
expenditure ceased to function as
a counter-cyclical instrument and
instead became the organising
principle of fiscal policy.

The data capture this shift.
Capex expenditure as a share of
total expenditure rose from
roughly 12% in 2020-21 to over 22%
in recent estimates. The
underlying logic is well
established. Public infrastructure
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India is
perfecting a
growth model
designed to
function with
clinical
efficiency, while
quietly leaving
its vast labour
force behind

spending is expected to crowd in
private investment, raise
productivity, and generate
employment. Yet, the labour
indicators running alongside this
expansion reveal a disconnect.
The youth NEET rate (share of
people who are not in education,
employment, or training) for ages
15-29 remains in the 23%-25%
range, materially higher than
several peer economies. Nearly
one in four young Indians is
structurally outside employment,
education, or training even as
public investment accelerates.

Structural U-turn
Construction reflects the sector
most directly fuelled by public
investment in the post-2015
infrastructure push. Agriculture
reflects the sector a developing
economy typically sheds labour
from as productivity rises
elsewhere. The trajectories of the
two have moved in directions
opposite to what development
theory would anticipate across
periods.

Construction’s employment
elasticity declined from 0.59 in the
pre-COVID period of 2011-12 to
2019-20 to 0.42 in the post-COVID
years of 2021-22 to 2023-24. This
occurred when infrastructure
spending was at record levels. The
implication is stark: each
additional unit of capex is now
associated with fewer construction
jobs than before.

Agriculture is the more
troubling story. Employment
elasticity rose sharply from 0.04
during 2011-12 to 2019-20 to 1.51
during 202122 to 2023-24. Rather
than releasing labour, the sector
has been reabsorbing it. This
reflects distress-driven fallback
into low-productivity activity.
Taken together, the pattern
resembles a structural U-turn.
India is modernising its physical
asset base while its workforce is
being pulled back towards
subsistence.

The weak employment is
rooted in the kind of production
structure the capex turn
reinforces. Public investment, as

currently configured,
systematically favours capital
intensity. This is visible in the
widening gap between
productivity and wages. Net value
added per worker has risen
sharply, while average
emoluments remain far lower. The
divergence suggests that efficiency
gains enabled by infrastructure
are being captured largely as
profits rather than transmitted as
labour income.

The industrial structure
compounds this bias. The Annual
Survey of Industries shows that a
large majority of factories remain
small, employing fewer than 100
workers, yet contribute modestly
to output. Large firms, capable of
integrating into new logistics and
infrastructure networks, dominate
value creation while remaining
relatively labour light.
Labour-intensive MSMES struggle
to scale, automate, or compete.

The result is a dual economy: a
capital-intensive upper layer
drives headline GDP growth with
limited employment generation,
while a vast lower layer absorbs
labour through informality and
self-employment with low
productivity and weak income
growth.

New economic citizen?

Read together, fiscal strategy and
labour outcomes point to an
implicit reordering of priorities.
Employment no longer appears as
a variable that must be directly
engineered and the state is quite
incapacitated in doing that at this
point. It is treated as an eventual
by-product of growth rather than a
co-equal objective.

Official projections reinforce
this orientation. Formal skills,
urban location, and compatibility
with automation determine
inclusion. Those outside this
profile adjust downward, into
informal work, own-account
activity, or agriculture. Even
within the organised sector, wage
growth remains subdued.

The economy does not stall. It
simply advances without requiring
broad-based labour absorption.

Visible progress, invisible exclusion

TIGHT UAITd, 3IET FigsHh ol

Budget 2026-27 signals a transition away from pandemic-era crisis management to what is
now a borrowing-heavy doctrine for financing growth and capital expenditure (capex)
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spending.
TOIC 2026-27 HEMRI-HT & Tabe Yau= I gear 3 [AHRT 3R YSiTd 99 (capex) & faqaiftd

P & forg IurT-emenfyd Rigid oF 3R ThHUI BT Hobd Sl |

By guiding fiscal deficit to 4.3% of GDP and scaling public capital expenditure to ¥12.2
lakh crore, the govemment aims to project a broader infra-capex enabled vision of a ‘Viksit
Bharat’ while giving a necessary push to MSMEs in manufacturing this time.

AT °TE B! GDP F 4.3% I & SR 3R WIASH GolNTd o Y €12.2 ARG PRI
I TR, WHR TAHRIT RS & 3p1-Hiad JHRIT IS VB0 BT IR FRAT A8t
2, 91y € 59 IR w0 & MSMESs & 3iTage UicTe ot <1 =gl 21

That public infrastructure and MSME growth are no longer framed as areas of temporary
stimulus, but part of the structural backbone of the economy is reassuring.

g 3T B aT ¢ fob ATl SR 3R MSME growth &1 31d 3T TiciTe & &
& w0 H 61, afcsp 3rfoga®yt & structural backbone T R AT ST ET €1

And yet, beneath the veneer of macro-economic stability, the fiscal math, as projected by the
Finance Minister, masks a more precarious reality.

3R for 2, AepY-afies FRARAT ST 3 1, fam Wt GRT IR fiscal math T 31
SR aRAfIchaT Y fSTTaT 21

As manufacturing scales in strategic frontiers like MSMEs, semiconductors, and
biopharma, the mechanism connecting this massive capital expansion to actual employment
outcomes has become increasingly tenuous.

Sa-o fafamior MSMEs, semiconductors, 3R biopharma EREUEIIRER &= H fowr DI el
g, 39 98 Yol fIaR &1 IRafae JAsHIR IRUMA! § ST arcit Uishar TdR BHSIR gidl S !
|

While c_apital formation successfully drives headline GDP, absorption of labour is stalled.
STafds gstt AT GDP &1 UHTA U § 91T €, 49 BT Sa<iyul 38R 1 ]

This suggests that India is perfecting a growth model designed to function with clinical
eff|C|ency while quietly leaving its vast labour force behind.

Ig Ybd odl & o YRA U U1 fapry Ais e ulegrd &= 38T R Sl clinical efficiency & 1Y
BT B & 1T T 771 B, Siafeh oy 37U+ fasier o wifdd ) i Sis @1 R

Towards a growth doctrine

faora Ry o ik

For much of India’s fiscal history, capex played a secondary role.

YR & SHABIRT IoTh I SfAeT A capex &t YT fgdias 6 31

It expanded when revenues permitted and was restrained when deficits widened.

Ig d9 Fedl U1 Ofd IoId SfIHTS ST AT 31R H1¢ §g IR 39 TifHd o faar S Tl

That changed after the pandemic.

7 fRUfa TRt & a1 Fed TS |

From 2020-21 onwards, capex expenditure ceased to function as a counter-cyclical
instrument and instead became the organising principle of fiscal policy.

2020-21 & 91 T, capex expenditure ERCa counter-cyclical dTY- D T BRI IRAT 8 IR
R R TH ST ST ) P o Rigid s T

The data capture this shift.

3PS 3T 5T B! oid

Capex expenditure as a share of total expenditure rose from roughly 12% in 2020-21 to over
22% in recent estimates.

%A T | capex expenditure HT GRT 2020-21 | T 12% T TGHR gTer A H 22%
& 3Hfere g1 |

The underlying logic is well established.

% YD B qhTIddr sl dRe RId B

Public infrastructure spending is expected to crowd in private investment, raise productivity,
and generate employment.
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I 3ad’eHT oag § s 3% o1 §¢maT (crowd in) TR, SdTgeddr 9g4 iR AR
oI 8 BT 3rdem 3 ol g |

Yet, the labour indicators running alongside this expansion reveal a disconnect.

fpR 1R, 59 fowIR & TTY-T1Y I I8 4H Tohad T ST (disconnect) BT ISR &d & |

The youth NEET rate (share of people who are not in education, employment, or training) for
ages 15-29 remains in the 23%-25% range, materially higher than several peer economies.

15-29 31g a7 & Farait & NEET rate (ST e, AR a1 ufkremr & =1 §) 23%-25% ¥ aeR &
1 B3 ], ST s T el rfeuauraft &t g | w1t it g |

Nearly one in four young Indians is structurally outside employment, education, or training
even as public investment accelerates.

ST %1 & a1 giF & S1ae[g, TTHT 8% IR H ¥ T Jal HRATT IRaTdS 24 9 AR,
fRrem a1 fkreror @ aTeR 71

Structural U-turn
TREAATHS g+

Construction reflects the sector most directly fuelled by public investment in the post-2015
infrastructure push.

30T (Construction) T8 &3 € S 2015 & §1¢ &1 AR Ugd | Aol o<l o Ta e
IR IR Fnferd gan gl

Agriculture reflects the sector a developing economy typically sheds labour from as
productivity rises elsewhere.

BN a8 &7 idT & el I Ueh [Apraeiier SrferaRum AR WR 4H gerdl 8, S-S 37 & o
IATEHd 95dt 7

The trajectories of the two have moved in directions opposite to what development theory
would anticipate across periods.

1 Bt wgfer 3 femmat & e 71 § ot faftr srafial & e Rigia o1 sen & fauia g1
Construction’s employment elasticity declined from 0.59 in the pre-COVID period of 2011-12
to 2019-20 to 0.42 in the post-COVID years of 2021-22 to 2023-24.

f9HT0T &5 BT employment elasticity HI/dS-Td 3aftl 2011-12 | 2019-20 T 0.59 T TTHY
HIAS-TLTT T 2021-22 F 2023-24 T 0.42 51 TS|

This occurred when infrastructure spending was at record levels.

g I g1 o S(aERa- g Rl Wk WR |

The implication is stark: each additional unit of capex is now associated with fewer
construction jobs than before.

THT 31 WY §: capex B &R ARG IHTR 3d Ugd B ga-1 H &H AT ARl § J31 31
Agriculture is the more troubling story.

H 3HfH FfaeHe® Far g1

Employment elasticity rose sharply from 0.04 during 2011-12 to 2019-20 to 1.51 during 2021-
22 to 2023-24.

2011-12 ¥ 2019-20 & SRM AR A (Employment elasticity) 0.04 T SgHR 202122 |
2023-24 & GRM 1.51 1 TS|

Rather than releasing labour, the sector has been reabsorbing it.

o I Had B P Fold, I &7 39 fR F 3afiid ax @1 3|

This reflects distress-driven fallback into low-productivity activity.

g e -URd IR HH SdTGdHT ara Tafafer 7 aradt & gxifar |

Taken together, the pattern resembles a structural U-turn.

P fireeR, 98 Ued Uh structural U-turn ST Uciid 81T & |

India is modernising its physical asset base while its workforce is being pulled back towards
subsistence.

YR 307 Hifdds TRIURT SR &7 3T IR TET € SIa(h IYDT BT SifaebIaTel-
(subsistence) 1 3R AT Wi 511 & 8 |
The weak employment is rooted in the kind of production structure the capex turn reinforces.

AR I IaTed W1 | fAfed 8 S H9 (capex) BT 3 Holgd BT ¢ |
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e Public investment, as currently configured, systematically favours capital intensity.
A WY | Wideife A s7afd U d Goi-UTdT (capital intensity) &1 SgTdT &aT g |

e This is visible in the widening gap between productivity and wages.
g IATehT 3R Aed] & o1d dgd 3R # s Sar gl

o Net value added per worker has risen sharply, while average emoluments remain far lower.
ufd 4% Y Jed 3¢ (Net value added per worker) dSTt ¥ §¢T 8, STafdp 3id da-/aRaferar
(average emoluments) PHIH! HH & §_5£ %'I

e The divergence suggests that efficiency gains enabled by infrastructure are being captured
largely as profits rather than transmitted as labour income.

Ig SR I & o SIawRaT ¥ HerH g3 a&rdl s 1 a1y TAd: AT (profits) & ¥4 H fom
ST &1 &, 7 & 99 31 (labour income) & &0 # faalkd 81 @1 &
e The industrial structure compounds this bias.

3N TR 3 &fuTd &Y 3R Fgrt g |

o The Annual Survey of Industries shows that a large majority of factories remain small,
employing fewer than 100 workers, yet contribute modestly to output.

Annual Survey of Industries m%%mﬁma@a@mmﬁwgw% ST 100
workers ¥ T B ISR <1 8, bR Iae & A IRTe Fer 3

e Large firms, capable of integrating into new logistics and infrastructure networks, dominate
value creation while remaining relatively labour light.
IS ITH, ST T3 AR 3IR 3R Aedd § Thipd 81 | We &, Ted Joi (value
creation) TR T4 IWd & W& J JAIHD U I H-8eb (labour light) S I8 g

e Labour-intensive MSMEs struggle to scale, automate, or compete.

%’%ﬂgﬂ’f MSMEs &! fasR (scale), I (automate) gl yfaegyf (compete) Cek:| EFI%‘«H’QC
I

e The result is a dual economy: a capital-intensive upper layer drives headline GDP growth
with limited employment generation, while a vast lower layer absorbs labour through
informality and self-employment with low productivity and weak income growth.

oo e fg-wada srfeqawr §: T goll-uem SRt iRd Hfid JASFIR oI & A1 GDP
growth &1 317 FgKl §, STl Ueb fa=al Facht IRd &8 IdTehdT 3R HHGIR 3 3G & T
SAITETR T (informality) 3TR W-ASTIR (self-employment) 3 ATETH ¥ 4H 1 JHIRT Bl B |

New economic citizen?

a1 e AR ® 2

e Read together, fiscal strategy and labour outcomes point to an implicit reordering of priorities.

1Y UgH R, IASTH Y 0T SR s giRom yrufiraarstt & Ue sfaffed TAiaeH &t 3R
Ghd IR g

o Employment no longer appears as a variable that must be directly engineered and the state is
quite incapacitated in doing that at this point.

ASATR 3(d UIT <R (variable) Te| fagar ford g SohfAaR far S emazae g1, 3R 39 97g
T ] TR T BB 348 B

e ltis treated as an eventual by-product of growth rather than a co-equal objective.
?waﬂwﬁm%wﬁm%w&rﬁuw-m (by-product) & =0 T HHT 11 &1

I

o Official projections reinforce this orientation.
AAHTRS STHAM (Official projections) 3 T I 3R ASIET HRd & |

e Formal skills, urban location, and compatibility with automation determine inclusion.

DA (Formal skills), TR R (urban location), 3R T (automation) CaRsIN]

3G EdT, HTATH (inclusion) T HRd & |

e Those outside this profile adjust downward, into informal work, own-account activity, or
agriculture.

S 39 MTEd 9 6% §, 9 -1d 31 3R FHRRIT g1hR IR BT (informal work), T8 &
QTd &1 Tafary (own-account activity), 9T EEW BRG] %I

e Even within the organised sector, wage growth remains subdued.

Tfed & (organised sector) & iR +ft m@ﬁq@ (wage growth) Hig CRIRGG] %I
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The economy does not stall. It simply advances without requiring broad-based labour

absorption.

3 D Te1 § | I8 99 ATUD 9H AT (broad-based labour absorption) H
‘No influence of
® ® ]l]l @
issues with U.S. In
Customs Duty cuts’
FM says Centre has already started using cess proceeds, usually its
domain exclusively, in matters that are in the States’ list of responsibilities

GS lll: Economy |
The Hindu Bureau electronics and compo-
NEW DELHI nents, semiconductors,

medical devices, select
he issue with the chemicals, civil aviation
T U.S. or the ongoing parts, and clean energy in-
negotiations with puts — had been part of the
that country on a trade demands the U.S. team ne-
deal did not have an im- gotiating the trade deal had
pact on the Budget-making made on India.
process or influence the The FM added that Bud-
decision to remove Cus- get 2025 had brought
toms tariffs on several key  Nirmala Sitharaman about income tax reforms,
items, Finance Minister while reforms of GST were
Nirmala Sitharaman said ramansaidinresponsetoa carried out later that year,
on Monday. query from The Hindu. in September.

Speaking a day after lay- “For the last two years, “These were all a part of
ing the report of the Six- on Customs, every Budget the larger scheme of things
teenth Finance Commis- had announcements, and for the Indian citizens,” she
sion before Parliament, the  since last year I have open-  said. The FM had said in
Finance Minister added ly been saying that Cus- her Budget speech that the
that the Centre had already  toms reforms is the next Centre had accepted the
made a start towards shar-  one and that I would bring recommendations of the
ing cesses with the States,  that about during this Bud-  16th Finance Commission.
by using the proceeds of get. As a continuation of “We have accepted the
the Health se National Se-  that, this has happened.” recommendations of the
curity Cess on public The issue gains rele- Finance Commission, but
health, which is constitu- vance because, several of on this particular question,
tionally a State subject. the Customs Duty relaxa- it was a suggestion more

“The U.S. matter had no  tions announced in Budget  than a recommendation,”
influence on us,” Ms. Sitha- 2026 — such as those on  she said on Monday.

SHTagedl & foHT 3 ggdt T 8
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‘No influence of issues with U.S. in Customs Duty cuts’

SARDT T TS Gl &1 JHAT Yoo Bkl W HIg IHTT T8l

FM says Centre has already started using cess proceeds, usually its domain exclusively, in
matters that are in the States’ list of responsibilities

o1 T4 9 BT b Fx 3 AW B 3T BT IUTNT, S IR W baet 3T & 8l 7, Tl B
el ot gt & oM ard gl ¥ ugd &1 Y& o e g

The issue with the U.S. or the ongoing negotiations with that country on a trade deal did not
have an impact on the Budget-making process or influence the decision to remove
Customs tariffs on several key items, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said on
Monday

SANST & Ty el 1 I I & WY I 8] ATIR JHSNA Bt aTaeid o1 gete fafor ufsrar
IR g7 5 TG Il TR HHT Yo g & Had |R HIg THIG a1 ueT, ug fam vl fAnfen
ARy 3 AHIR & Fal

Speaking a day after laying the report of the Sixteenth Finance Commission before
Parliament, the Finance Minister added that the Centre had already made a start towards
sharing cesses with the States, by using the proceeds of the Health se National Security
Cess on public health, which is constitutionally a State subject

Higd faxt AT &1 RUIE o g § O B3 & T e 916 siierd gy, fad #4413 &a fos b
A TS & 1Y B 1SN A 1R F U € R IR R, T ol TR gd Wi
g\r&n@vaﬁ 31T HT SUGNT TSI WA W 3631 71 ¢, S HauTHe = 4 357 &1 vy

“The U.S. matter had no influence on us,” Ms. Sitharaman said in response to a query from
The Hindu

“3ATDT F e, BT 0 W BI YUTT 781 U1, § f§g & U 9ard & oare & it diaryor 3
Del
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“For the last two years, on Customs, every Budget had announcements, and since last year
| have openly been saying that Customs reforms is the next one and that | would bring that
about during this Budget. As a continuation of that, this has happened.”

Rrod &t qut & YT Yer W & aoiE T YU B X6 €, SR e 9 3§ gaes 8 W
g fob ST B WA Yo YUK § iR H 38 3t goie T a3 &t FRERaT A 7g gan g1’
The issue gains relevance because, several of the Customs Duty relaxations announced in
Budget 2026 — such as those on electronics and components, semiconductors, medical
devices, select chemicals, civil aviation parts, and clean energy inputs — had been part
of the demands the U.S. team negotiating the trade deal had made on India
W@sﬂﬁuwaw%aﬁﬁ?mzozs o T s T Yo ge — o
gAael-aT 3R Uew, Aitdsaer, fafder Susvr, wafa Ima=, e 3534 & g,
3R TS Sl 3YE — Wwﬁﬁwmﬁqﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬂnaﬁwﬁﬁnﬁm

o1 fgw o

The FM added that Budget 2025 had brought about income tax reforms, while reforms of
GST were carried out later that year, in September

foxt T30 A SiieT o aete 2025 B AMIHR GUR [HT U 3, Safe sheadt # gur 34 av arg
Rder 7 fer e

“These were all a part of the larger scheme of things for the Indian citizens,” she said

g gt R AT & T saraes gt &1 fgwn 9, I=1A gl

The FM had said in her Budget speech that the Centre had accepted the recommendations
of the 16th Finance Commission

?ﬁﬁﬁmmﬁwm%hﬁw&ﬁawﬁnaﬁﬁmﬁsﬁaﬁ%aﬂm

“We have accepted the recommendations of the Finance Commission, but on this particular
question, it was a suggestion more than a recommendation,” she said on Monday

gH fas SmaT &) Ryl o) TR fpar 8, Afe 39 foviy Uy R g8 ve Ry @
e GITa U1, I AHAR B! Hgl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page57



www.patrioticlas.in

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Discussions underway
on how to deal with
regulation on Chinese

investments: Thakur
(GS III: Economy

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

The government is consi-
dering how to revise provi-
sions of Press Note 3,
which places additional
clearances on investment
coming from China, Eco-
nomic Affairs Secretary
Anuradha Thakur told The
Hindu in an interview, ad-
ding that this was not spec-
ifically part of the pre-Bud-
get discussions.

Press Note 3, issued in
2020, specified that any
entity of a country that
shared a land border with
India can invest in the
country only after securing
Government approval.

Earlier, this rule had ap-
plied only to entities in
Bangladesh and Pakistan.
The revised rules expand-
ed the curbs to include in-
vestments from China,
Bhutan, and Nepal.

“In the Department of
Economic Affairs and here
[the Ministry of Finance],
no discussion on Press
Note 3 has happened
here,” Ms. Thakur said. “In
the larger part of govern-
ment, that is a discussion
which is ongoing.”

“The Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) han-
dlesit and we let them han-
dle it,” she added. “I think
discussions are ongoing
about how to deal with
that. In one sense, invest-
ments are not restricted.
There is only an additional
layer of checks that is hap-
pening as a consequence
of Press Note 3.”

Anuradha Thakur. RV. MURTHY

The Secretary added
that, in her experience in
the Ministry of Finance,
the existing mechanism
works “quite efficiently so
far, but there is merit in the
idea of revisiting it”.

On the larger issue of fo-
reign investments, Ms.
Thakur pointed out that
the government was seek-
ing to address the fact that
net foreign direct invest-
ment in the country had
been negative for a few
months now by trying to
encourage investments in
India.

“The way that we are in-
stitutionally looking at this
is to see what are the re-
forms that we can make to
make it easier for people to
invest here,” she said.

“One of the small things
in the Budget is the an-
nouncement regarding the
person’s residence outside
India. The route that was
earlier available only to
Non-Resident Indians
(NRIs) and Overseas Citi-
zens of India (OCls), the
portfolio investment
scheme route has been lib-
eralised and that route is
now available to all per-
sons resident outside In-
dia,” she pointed out.

Discussions underway on how to deal
with regulation on Chinese
investments: Thakur

I e & g & fRraed w =a=f
WRY: STH

e Discussions underway on how to deal with
regulation on Chinese investments: Thakur

i+t frra=n & e @ Ao & el R ==t
S TP

e The government is considering how to
revise provisions of Press Note 3, which places
additional clearances on investment coming from
China, Economic Affairs Secretary Anuradha
Thakur told The Hindu in an interview, adding
that this was not specifically part of the pre-
Budget discussions

PR, T Al 3 & UGyl # G=NYyT B9 R
IR X W@ 5, I 99 ¥ 3 ad FaT R
Stfafad weRt o ], e enfife ord wfia
SIRTYT BT A ¢ g o1 fau WenpR & sar,
T g I8 ol SireT fob I8 faviy = 3§ W-awie
Tataff o1 o a1 uT

e Press Note 3, issued in 2020, specified that
any entity of a country that shared a land border
with India can invest in the country only after
securing Government approval

U9 e 3, S 2020 & SR} fovan ar o1, © U8
fAfdy forar mn fo5 WRa & A1y =g S grsn
B a1 fH ot 321 B sHTS Had WRPRY
ol & a1 € ox | Y AR Tt B

e Earlier, this rule had applied only to entities
in Bangladesh and Pakistan

Ugd U8 gy Fad Sivaresr SR urfewar &
SeP1Edl TR AN BIdT Ul

e The revised rules expanded the curbs to
include investments from China, Bhutan, and
Nepal

g famt 3 ufasel o1 R R gu i,
%@1; 3R AT ¥ 3 arat fAawr & of =i

e “In the Department of Economic Affairs
and here [the Ministry of Finance], no
discussion on Press Note 3 has happened here,”
Ms. Thakur said. “In the larger part of
government, that is a discussion which is
ongoing.”

«3ffe rd fAURT 3R T8t (o warera] & U
die 3 W &I5 @l 781 g3 8,” YAl 3P A Pl
“WQSWWUTHEWW%I”

e “The Department for Promotion of

Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) handles it and we let them handle it,” she added. I think
discussions are ongoing about how to deal with that. In one sense, investments are not
restricted. There is only an additional layer of checks that is happening as a consequence of

Press Note 3.”
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=8 I 3R 3fiaes IR Haef fAURT (DPIT) THTIAT @ 3R 89 I 39 U Sd &7
I SIeTl “H2 e § o 398 Rues & del R =i ol 81 T 3rf ), o ufdsfed e
21 U AT 3 & URUTARGRU $ad i B T Hfaied tRd Sl 78 81

The Secretary added that, in her experience in the Ministry of Finance, the existing
mechanism works “quite efficiently so far, but there is merit in the idea of revisiting it”

Tfra 3 et s far waer o 3% U & SR, HISEl 0F 316 ad “HIh! SRl I HH
HRAT 8, AfbT VY q@A & AR A e g

On the larger issue of foreign investments, Ms. Thakur pointed out that the government
was seeking to address the fact that net foreign direct investment in the country had been
negative for a few months now by trying to encourage investments in India

faa=ft = & amus g W, Yo o1gR A H8l {6 PR 39 0 I Rue &1 SR HR g 8
fo 31 7 Y[ weaes faczht fFawr 32 781 @ TeRIE® 3818, 3R 39 oy HRa & Faw &I
TieTed fona ST %81 §

“The way that we are institutionally looking at this is to see what are the reforms that we can
make to make it easier for people to invest here,” she said

TRINT T Y 5H T8 W IR & [ D I YUR 5T o1 Jabd € arfes aet Fa=r sz it &
“One of the small things in the Budget is the announcement regarding the person’s
residence outside India. The route that was earlier available only to Non-Resident Indians
(NRIs) and Overseas Citizens of India (OCls), the portfolio investment scheme route has
been liberalised and that route is now available to all persons resident outside India,” she
pointed out

3B §aMN & aoie T U BeT HeH YR P JTex I8+ aTd aafqaal I et 9ivor g | St Anf
Ugd $ad AR YRAIN (NRIs) 3R UaRft YR AR (OCls) & fore Iucisy o1, a8
WEmiRRmET fasr aierr Anf ofg IR ST T § SR 8 AT 3 YR & a8 veq ara aft
SfeRTal & T Iudsy &

GS Paper lll: S&T,
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1.

Gorillas are what we want to be, says Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka

MR 981 & St gH ST T15d §, Feclt 8 TATSH PIAAT-IGHIBT

General relativity survives its hardest test yet

T JTUEICT 3IF dP D1 U Had B S e A IBd gt
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Gorillas are what we want to be,
says Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka

M. Nobinraj

ganda’s history with mountain
gorillas is inseparable from its
political turmoil. Mountain

gorillas (Gorilla beringei
beringei) are restricted to Central Africa
and number around a thousand
individuals. They inhabit dense volcanic,
bamboo, and montane forests at
elevations of 2,200-4,300 m.

Yet from Uganda's independence in
1962 through Milton Obote's
centralisation, Idi Amin’s brutal
dictatorship, and Yoweri Museveni's
lengthy rule, poaching and habitat loss
have pushed gorillas confined to the
Bwindi and the Virunga parks to the
brink. And in Uganda’s collective efforts
to restore both the species and a sense of
national identity, Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka
stands out as a defining figure.

Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka, Uganda’s first
wildlife veterinarian and one of Africa’s
most respected conservationists, has
spent more than three decades working
during one of the most difficult periods of
Ugandan history. She is a globally
recognised conservationist and the
founder of Conservation Through Public
Health (CTPH), where her One Health
model has significantly contributed to
mountain gorilla conservation. For this
work, she received the Whitley and Rolex
Awards and the UN Environment
Programme’s Champion of the Earth
Award.

Like India, Uganda is a postcolonial
democracy where wildlife conservation
has unfolded alongside political instability
and debates about who should bear the
cost of protecting nature. The fate of
Uganda’s mountain gorillas, much like
India’s tigers or elephants, has been
shaped by governance, public health, and
community relations as well as ecology.
And Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka's er must be

‘within this i

First wildlife veterinarian

Being born and raised in Amin’s time on
soil and in a politically

influential family was not easy.

“When I was just two years old in the
1970s, my father was abducted and
murdered by Idi Amin’s men,” Dr.
Kalema-Zikusoka said. Much like the rest
of Uganda, her life was severely affected
by the regime, which destroyed
institutions, communities, and wildlife.

“I wanted to continue my father's
dream of a prosperous Uganda, and
conservation felt like a way of putting
things right.”

Her career began at a time when
conservation in the country had been
fractured by years of political violence.
The wildlife suffered catastrophic losses
in the 1970s and 1980s. Elephants were
slaughtered for ivory and protected areas
were encroached. Conservation
infrastructure nearly collapsed. Evidence
from April 1980 suggests Uganda's
elephant population may have collapsed
to as few as 1,200 animals. Fuelled by
rising ivory prices, from $6 per kg in 1963
to about $50 in 1977, poaching operated
openly across large areas. Soldiers
sometimes hunted elephants with
automatic weapons.

The mountain gorillas were already
restricted to a handful of forest
fragments. Hunting alone caused the
Virunga gorilla population to drop from
400-500 individuals in 1960 to 260-290
during Amin’s regime.

When Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka returned to
Uganda after studying in the UK and the
US, gorilla conservation was neither
glamorous nor well-funded. “I had to
teach myself a lot,” she recalled.

She was the country’s first wnldl]fe

ian, and faced asa

Gorilla tourism helped rebuild
conservation institutions and provided
livelihoods for communities living around
protected areas.

“Gorillas helped bring tourism back to
Uganda,” Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka said, “just
like tigers did in India.”

Yet tourism alone couldn’t protect the
great apes. Increasing human-gorilla
contact in Bwindi raised the risk of
respiratory infections. Dr.
Kalema-Zikusoka responded by
co-founding CTPH.

Many villagers near gorilla habitats
once depended on small-scale farming,
bushmeat, firewood, poaching, and cattle
grazing that brought them into frequent
contact with wildlife while increasing
their disease risk. The intervention aimed
to provide them with bener healthcare,

illa with cub in a rainforest in Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Uganda, in 2016. OKSANA VASHCHUK (CC B-SA)

In Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka’s
view, conservation is less about
imy solutions and more
about creaf conditions
where humans and wildlife
can thrive together

one builds on the other.”

Above all, she insisted, conservation
must begin with people. In her view,
conservation is less about imposing
solutions and more about creating
conditions where humans and wildlife
can thrive together.

Cultural crossings
Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka's worldview was also
shaped hy cultural experiences beyond

sanitation, and
The results were tangible: since 2007, it
reduced disease transmission and
human-wildlife conflict and strengthened
local support for conservation.

Women, leadership, resistance
“Exciting, but very challenging,” Dr.
Kalema-Zikusoka said of becoming
Uganda’s first wildlife veterinarian. She
encountered scepticism at every turn,
including disbelief that a woman could
handle large mammals such as elephants.

One defining moment came during
Uganda'’s first elephant translocation in
the late 1990s.

Farmers had complained about crop
raids, and the then First Lady of Uganda,
Janet Museveni, intervened. While then
Uganda Wildlife Authority executive
director Eric Edroma supported Dr.
Kalema-Zikusoka, others questioned her
insistence on humane handling.

Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka assessed the

woman in a male-dominated field and as
someone insisting that veterinary care
mattered to conservation outcomes.

One of her earliest cases involved an
ageing silverback gorilla named Mugurusi,
meaning “old man” in a Bantu language
spoken in southwestern Uganda. The
gorilla was lagging behind his group,
moving slowly, visibly unwell. Dr.
Kalema-Zikusoka examined him but he
died shortly afterwards.

A postmortem revealed chronic heart
and kidney failure. When the findings
were published in Ugandan newspapers,
the publir: reaction was unexpected

“People were amazed that gorillas die
of the same things as humans,” she said.
“It created excitement and empathy.”

‘That moment was a turning point in
Uganda’s broader conservation narrative.

Gorillas and nation-building

As the political situation in Uganda
started to stabilise, gorillas played a
central role in its economic recovery.
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situation on site, coordinated with local
rangers, darted and collared the
elephants, and oversaw their safe
translocation, all while managing
community interactions and logistical
challenges.

“Later, I realised you cannot just be a
vet,” Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka said. “You need
diplomacy, logistics, and patience.”

Her experience shaped her
commitment to mentoring women in
conservation. Through the Women for the
Environment Africa Leadership Council,
she still works to address the stark gender
gap in conservation leadership across the
continent.

She noted that women in conservation
in India enjoy more leadership
opportunities and visibility whereas
women in Uganda struggle for
recognition.

“People like to put you in boxes, either
veterinary or community or public
health,” Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka added. “But
you don't have to be in only one. Each

. She grew up in Uganda in
lhe 1970s, when Idi Amin was expelling
Indians, many of whom later returned.
She recalled maintaining close family ties
with Indian friends and business

partners.

“My dad had Indian friends. My mom
had a very close Indian friend; she even
wrote about her in her book. I was too
young to notice cultural differences,” she
said. “What I noticed was friendship.”

She studied in the U.| K_zndhu:nnlhe
USS. In her 2023 book Walking with
Gorillas: The Journey of an African Wildlife
Vet, she recalled a classmate using a racial
slur, a rude awakening after her sheltered
upbringing in Uganda. When she
returned to the country after time in
Britain, she was struck by how warm and
open people were, only later realising this
wasn't exceptional behaviour so much as
the Ugandan way.

Food, however, offered clearer
distinctions and comforts. She grew up in
central Uganda and she savoured simple,
traditional dishes, from mashed matoke —
the country’s national dish of steamed,
mashed green bananas - to luwombo, a
rich stew of meat, chicken or groundnuts
steamed in banana leaves. Her personal
ravoume she said, was plantain, a

that her to

shaping policy, and advancing
conservation without also stealing the
spotlight. “She was powerful without
being loud,” Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka put it.

She had considered other figures to
write the foreword. David Attenborough
was approached but he declined
endorsements to avoid a flood of
requests. Her agent also suggested
someone like Michelle Obama, whose
public profile could bring conservation to
a wider audience. Coincidentally, Dr.
Kalema-Zikusoka's sister had been at
Princeton at the same time as Michelle
‘Obama and Jeff Bezos, though she was
unable to contact them.

Gorillas and humans

When asked what humans can learn from
gorillas, Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka turned
philosopher: “They say chimps are what
we are, but gorillas are what we want to
ber

A s!nkmg example of gorillas’
gmleness is birth spacing. Gorilla
give birth roughly every four and

a half)ears ensuring their older offspring
are emotionally independent before a
new baby arrives.

“Animals think about consequences,”
:.i)r Kalema-Zikusoka said. “Many humans

lon't.”

(Aside: asked who would win ina
hypothetical fight between 100 men and
one gorilla, she laughed. “A gorilla would
beat 100 men. After one or two are taken
down, the rest will run away.”)

Faith and Al

Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka is a believer and said
she turns to prayer in moments of
disappointment. She swims for a hobby,
which she said offers solace and reminds
her of her fisherman gmndfalher from the
Ssese Islands, as does time with her
children.

As for the future: the rise of artificial
intelligence (AD and robotics may one day
aid conservation, particularly by reducing
human-wildlife interactions and limiting
dxsease transmission, but Dr.

pl
home and heritage.

Lessons from Jane

One of the most formative influences on
Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka's career was Jane
Goodall, who wrote the foreword to her
book. Meeting Goodall for the first time
left a lasting impression, not because of
celebrity but because of humility: “She
gave everyone equal attention, from a
forest tracker to a head of State,” Dr.
Kalema-Zikusoka

Zikusoka insisted that such tools
must respect the intelligence of the
animals themselves.

“Gorillas are very intelligent creatures,
so any technology applied should be
thoughtfully designed,” she said.

As Uganda continues to rebuild its
ecological heritage, Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka's
career is a reminder that conservation is
as much about saving species as about
rebuilding trust and reimagining what
coexistence can look like.

(Dr. Nobinraja M. is a postdoctoral

She added that Gooddll 's greatest researcher at the Conservation Genetics
lesson was collaboration: in a field often Lab in ATREE, Bengaluru. He won the 2025
marked by competition, Goodall Hasmukh Shah Memorial Award for
demonstrated the power of qulel Ecological Studies (rescarrh)
influence from nobin.raj
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e The fate of Uganda’s mountain gorillas, much like India’s tigers and elephants, has been
shaped by governance, public health, and community relations as much as ecology.
ISl & gddtg Miveansii o1 yfaw, URd % are} 3R gt # &Re, AR,

WA, 3R e ot & qry-ary yrifRufaet grr +f srer forar mar g1

o The work of Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka, Uganda'’s first wildlife veterinarian, needs to be
understood within this intersection
ST &1 gl g=aeiid ug] Fifcas st wramr-RigaeT & o1 oI 59 siaday & iR
TS Bt SaRAHA §

e Uganda’s history with mountain gorillas is inseparable from its political turmoil.

ST FT Uddig Mivedr I ST 30g IUd Ie-Iad SYA-YAA I e g fova1 S qaheT|

e Mountain gorillas (Gorilla beringei beringei) are restricted to Central Africa and number
around a thousand individuals.

Udciid MR (Gorilla beringei beringei) Had W 3WIHT g JITHT & 3R F7H! T
TR TP FAR & I ¢ |
e They inhabit dense volcanic, bamboo, and montane forests at elevations of 2,200-4,300 m.

9, 3R U SiTal @ 2,2004,300 m & AR WIE B

e Yetfrom Uganda’s independence in 1962 through Milton Obote’s centralisation, Idi Amin’s
brutal dictatorship, and Yoweri Museveni’s lengthy rule, poaching and habitat loss have
pushed gorillas confined to the Bwindi and the Virunga parks to the brink.

R ot et ®1 1962 Pt WA & TR Milton Obote & HLIHRUL, Idi Amin B HR TR
3R Yoweri Museveni %@WW, fﬁﬁﬂ'\’ 3R anamsﬂeﬁ Bwindi 3R Virunga vica
I Tferd Miearrsit 1 Yehe b HIR U ugan faa

¢ And in Uganda’s collective efforts to restore both the species and a sense of national identity,
Gladys Kalema-Zikusoka stands out as a defining figure.
3R TSI T ITGTT UG 1 HIGAI—a Al bl I8 B & GrIST & AH{gd YA H Gladys
Kalema-Zikusoka &% fuIfa® afada & U & SHRA 81

o Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka, Uganda’s first wildlife veterinarian and one of Africa’s most respected
conservationists, has spent more than three decades working during one of the most dilJcult
periods of Ugandan hlstory
Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka, ST & Ugelt g-ueid Ux] fRfeae 3iR Sipid & Ia g
TReuraTeal ¥ 9 U, W%m%mwaﬂﬁaw$wmmam
T A% B Rl Bl g |

e She is a globally recognised conservationist and the founder of Conservation Through
Public Health (CTPH), where her One Health model has significantly contributed to
mountain gorilla conservation.
3 AfY® TR W T WEUEIE § 3R Conservation Through Public Health (CTPH) &
YRS &, TET 37 One Health AT = Uddig Mied TRe0 § Hga@yul arrer faar 71

e For this work, she received the Whitley and Rolex Awards and the UN Environment
Programme s Champion of the Earth Award.
B I B 1%1@ B% Whitley 3R Rolex Awards d3T UN Environment Programme’s
Champion of the Earth Award YT« g3T|

o Like India, Uganda is a postcolonial democracy where wildlife conservation has unfolded
alongside political instability and debates about who should bear the cost of protecting nature.
YR B! e, el ff T IWR-3NUHafRIG dbda § el d-ond TREf0T ST SRURT 3R
U T8 & Y 3 §¢1 | [ Ul &t & &) a1 S I8 B

e The fate of Uganda’s mountain gorillas, much like India’s tigers or elephants, has been
shaped by governance, public health, and community relations as well as ecology.
ST & U TMiRearsit &7 yiaw, YR 3 STH} a1 STt Y oRe, T, S R, 3R
U dael & Iry-ary qifRufae gri ot srer forar m g1

e And Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka’s work must be understood within this intersection.

3R Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka & &1 &1 34t 3iafey & Hidr gHem o7 =1fgul

First wildlife veterinarian

Ugdl a=ueit uy] fafecas
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Being born and raised in Amin’s time on Ugandan soil and in a politically influential family
was not easy.

ST P1 Rl TR Amin & TG T 5 A1 3R T eI U J THIGRITE TRAR H Tel-
§¢T 8IFT 3T g Tl

“When | was just two years old in the 1970s, my father was abducted and murdered by Idi
Amin’s men,” Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka said.

a0 H 1970s & R4t qY |ra o1 o, A TR AT 7 Idi Amin & TN 7 (0GR R T R 7
Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka = Dell

Much like the rest of Uganda, her life was severely affected by the regime, which destroyed
institutions, communities, and wildlife.

ST & SIh! gl DI A, ST oita- Y I IR ¥ TR &9 § guifad ga, forem i,
THEr! SR gsial &I 98 & e

“I wanted to continue my father’s dream of a prosperous Uganda, and conservation felt like a
way of putting things right.”

H U a1 & TG ST & U= DI 3 I Argat o, 3R W& gf diell ol 3ieb HA B
Tch TRIehT TR I”

Her career began at a time when conservation in the country had been fractured by years of
political violence.

DT HRIR Y JHI Y& G 91F o T WREUT IV DI ST 8Tl B HRUT SR bl ATl
The wildlife suffered catastrophic losses in the 1970s and 1980s.

1970s 3R 1980s H Foial B! fAARIGR! THA IS TS|

Elephants were slaughtered for ivory and protected areas were encroached.

S &Y ivory & foTT ART 7T 3R WRféra &t & SifaehHu gam|

Conservation infrastructure nearly collapsed.

RE&IUT BT I TTHIT €8 T

Evidence from April 1980 suggests Uganda’s elephant population may have collapsed to as
few as 1,200 animals.

April 1980 & THTUN §Td & b ST H B1T &1 STETd! gedhr dHad 1,200 animals & I8 TS
g a5

Fuelled by rising ivory prices, from $6 per kg in 1963 to about $50 in 1977, poaching
operated openly across large areas.

gadl griierd SiHal O URd §1R, 1963 H $6 per kg T Tghx 1977 H T $50 OF, T &1
T RIGR SN g |

Soldiers sometimes hunted elephants with automatic weapons

I Hi-HHt 51T &1 RIBR automatic weapons T Hd

The mountain gorillas were already restricted to a handful of forest fragments.

gdda Mie ued ¥ € S & $© gt ewal ab i 2

Hunting alone caused the Virunga gorilla population to drop from 400-500 individuals in
1960 to 260-290 during Amin’s regime.

had RIGR & HRUT 1960 T fAET MRecrsit &1 BT 400-500 individuals T TTIH Amin &
RN § 260-290 I TS |

When Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka returned to Uganda after studying in the UK and the US, gorilla
conservation was neither glamorous nor well-funded.

STd Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka = 9o 3R JUH & ¥R & dIg ST Aol &1, 79 MiRedr IReor 7
@ SHTHYH AT AR 1 G 3BT R i

“I had to teach myself a lot,” she recalled.

U Y& ol 9gd o JRaHl US1,” 351 I1G foba|

She was the country’s first wildlife veterinarian, and faced scepticism as a woman in a male-
dominated field and as someone insisting that veterinary care mattered to conservation
outcomes.

I8 < 31 ygalt gend uy] fafdrcass off, 3fR [ow-uu &9 | Us Afgel g1 & HRUI 99T 9 &
W SR ¢ & BRI o ag) Fafeen T TRefor aRomt & forg Hewyuf €, 3¢ g o1 It
PRATYSTI

One of her earliest cases involved an ageing silverback gorilla named Mugurusi, meaning “old
man” in a Bantu language spoken in southwestern Uganda.
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I YFSTH A H ¥ T H Mugurusi TS Td SHERTS RicarRads TR A AT, fresr
312f g feror-ufdedt grer & diclt S areft T s U H “old man” §1
e The gorilla was lagging behind his group, moving slowly, visibly unwell.
3O g Y Ul ¥ 35T T, TR-eR I @7 T, 3R I IR TR RG] e a7 Tl
e Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka examined him but he died shortly afterwards.
Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka = S9! SIid &1 afdr] TSl g1 o d1G 9P g 81 TS|
e A postmortem revealed chronic heart and kidney failure.
OReHIeH | dd 9T 9 g SR ¢ &) fdwedT o1 gar =a|
e When the findings were published in Ugandan newspapers, the public reaction was
unexpected
o9 d Fsp Y giieT & THER U B UHIRId §U, o ST ST Uifohar Setrd o
o “People were amazed that gorillas die of the same things as humans,” she said.
TN & A b Miea off ST St 81 <ol ¥ TRa &, 351 el
o ‘It created excitement and empathy.”
T I 3R T TaT gs 1"
e That moment was a tuming point in Uganda’s broader conservation narrative.

IE &UT ST P HTUD TREU B! J U Huiad d1S Tl

Gorillas and nation-building

3% wrg-fFAmfor

e As the political situation in Uganda started to stabilise, gorillas played a central role in its
economic recovery.

S-S ST 1 A fRufa fRR 8 aft, Mivcemsit ¥ 39! e greemd & Ha
it U |

e Gorilla tourism helped rebuild conservation institutions and provided livelihoods for
communities living around protected areas.

J TREUT YRIAT & GAHHT T Aeg o) iR WRigra &t & SRR 389 arat wHeml
DI SATSNdDT UG il

e “Gorillas helped bring tourism back to Uganda,” Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka said, “just like tigers did
in India.”

“Tfkeemalt A gisr # wied &) auy @ § Aeg &1,” Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka 3 %1, “3id 99 &
SR YRd B St A fasan)

e Yettourism alone couldn’t protect the great apes.
fihR 1t Bad Ui B HeTH aRi &1 &M TgT HR TPl

e Increasing human-gorilla contact in Bwindi raised the risk of respiratory infections.
Bwindi H ATI-MRT YU dg1 T 43 THHUT BT AT §¢ TR

e Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka responded by co-founding CTPH.
Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka = CTPH ! Hg-RIIUT Rab Ufdichar ci|

e Many villagers near gorilla habitats once depended on small-scale farming, bushmeat,
firewood, poaching, and cattle grazing that brought them into frequent contact with wildlife
while increasing their disease risk.

TR STaTT & U Xg a1 g UTHIUN Ugd BIC TAM $1 W, et Hid, SIars,; adbal,
RIPR, 3R UYL IRE R AR 3, o 3T TR-aR a=eiial & Fuds & @rdr AT 3R 1 gt A0 &
I FeTar ATl

e The intervention aimed to provide them with better healthcare, sanitation, and alternative
livelihoods.

Y gAY BT I I S8R WY T, W1, 3R dhfcdd TSNAHT g BT T

e The results were tangible: since 2007, it reduced disease transmission and human-wildlife
conflict and strengthened local support for conservation.

gRomH Wy & 2007 T, 39 I YR 3R AMHG-a0id ToY &l HH fbar 3R T&0r & forw
R 9 BT Aeigd |

Women, leadership, resistance

fgand, g, uferiy
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“Exciting, but very challenging,” Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka said of becoming Uganda’s first
wildlife veterinarian.

iTTsT DI ugdl aeiig Uy fafrci® 9 & IR A Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka = &g, “AHA®,
wfe agd gArdgof

She encountered scepticism at every turn, including disbelief that a woman could handle
large mammals such as elephants.

3% B HeH W Heg BT i1 &1 v, orod ug sifayr +ff wnfira ot f& uves afgan gifyar
S 99 TYUTRAT BT HHTA Tl 5l

One defining moment came during Uganda’s first elephant translocation in the late 1990s.
Tdh fRufae &1 Q‘T[ST > UE’@ elephant translocation & ?aTF[ late 1990s H 31T

Farmers had complained about crop raids, and the then First Lady of Uganda, Janet
Musevenl intervened.

Y wad U guel @ Rierd ot R du B ST H 5uw G Janet Museveni
- gaY foar |
While then Uganda Wildlife Authority executive director Eric Edroma supported Dr. Kalema-
Zlkusoka others questioned her insistence on humane handling.
GTET Uganda Wildlife Authority & HRIGRY fSF Eric Edroma A Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka T
Ta fpar, a8t 3= @ 3 humane handling TR 3% SR R 94Td 36|
Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka assessed the situation on site, coordinated with local rangers, darted
and collared the elephants, and oversaw their safe translocation, all while managing
community interactions and logistical challenges.
Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka = & OR A &7 SHTeha a1, RIFIT SoRT & A1 TH-39 o, g1t
1 SBIR HR PR UG, 3R Id R RIFARU $t FRE 61, 1 8 Tera & Tq1y
Harg 3R difeiees gataa o1 yee o fear)
“Later, | realised you cannot just be a vet," Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka said. “You need
diplomacy, logistics, and patience.”
“§Te ¥, g3l UgUN 31T b 310 &dd vet T5] X Uahd,” Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka = ®gll “30a!
peifa, diffeed, ok & &) oeed Bt 817
Her experience shaped her commitment to mentoring women in conservation.
P SIHT 7 TR0 | Aigarsii & ARie== & ufd 37@! ufddsar i smeR e
Through the Women for the Environment Africa Leadership Council, she still works to
address the stark gender gap in conservation leadership across the continent.
Women for the Environment Africa Leadership Council & HITH @f, q @ UB'@QW i TRefuT
g T A 58 AR SR 1 R B3 & o 3t ot oref et B
She noted that women in conservation in India enjoy more leadership opportunities and
visibility whereas women in Uganda struggle for recognition.

36 ST b India H TR&UT &1 H Afgelai @I 3 leadership opportunities 3R
visibility el 8, Siafe goist & Ak recognition & forg Tue ot B

“People like to put you in boxes, either veterinary or community or public health,” Dr.
Kalema-Zikusoka added. “But you don’t have to be in only one. Each one builds on the
other.”

Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka = \_rhGT “TANT 3MTUD! boxes H ST TG B % aral veterinary a1
comn%lunity 7 public health I” “Qfd= 3T Rtk Ter & € 78T X8 8111 8% Th ¥R TR 3T
dedl g l”

Above all, she insisted, conservation must begin with people.

T TGHR, 351 IR T o TR&01 o1 YHa1d AR U g1 Afe Tl

In her view, conservation is less about imposing solutions and more about creating
conditions where humans and wildlife can thrive together

3% 3IIHR, TR imposing solutions T FHH 3R U gl 9 & 31fde 1 8 et
39 SR TSId TP H1Y Bo-§d 9 |

Cultural crossings

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page64



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka’s worldview was also shaped by cultural experiences beyond
conservation.

Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka & fd% Ef¥®I01 &1 TR&U1 9 W Fikplde sryal 7 1t R fea|

She grew up in Uganda in the 1970s, when Idi Amin was expelling Indians, many of whom
later returned.

%Wﬁ 1970s ¥ Uel-g¢!, 91d Idi Amin YRl &I S18R Fobrat Xg1 T, fomd ¥ &% a6 |
Y|

She recalled maintaining close family ties with Indian friends and business partners.

I YR Bt SiR TauIiie RieR! & 1Y UIRaIRG U § Sl Haef I8 36 S a6
foa

“My dad had Indian friends. My mom had a very close Indian friend; she even wrote about her

in her book. | was too young to notice cultural differences,” she said. “What | noticed was

friendship.”

TR U7 & URAR B 2| B8 O ) U 9gd ditat URAR B ot 317 ot forare & 3%

?hﬁﬁf?l@ Wi 31 H Fipfies Sick THE & forg gd ®1ct A, 351 Sell “HA Sl I, 98 ardl
"

She studied in the U.K. and later in the U.S.

I2H gP H Ugrs o 3R a1 H gud A|

In her 2023 book Walking with Gorillas: The Journey of an African Wildlife Vet, she

recalled a classmate using a racial slur, a rude awakening after her sheltered upbringing in

Uganda.

30T 2023 ﬁw Walking with Gorillas: The Journey of an African Wildlife Vet T,

IBIN U TeUTS! gRT g 3(URMeg UGN B3 Bl TG fobdr, S et H I TR Urer-

GVl & §Tc U SR SHd T

When she retumed to the country after time in Britain, she was struck by how warm and open

people were, only later realising this wasn’t exceptional behaviour so much as the Ugandan

way.

e a8 fore & Twg fadm & a1g 1 arel, a anif ot TSR 3R Gau A 3 wHifaa o,

3R a1¢ # 3% U §3MT {5 I8 P13 SNTYRUI aeR g1, sfcedh ST BT WHA g

Food, however, offered clearer distinctions and comforts.

gTetifas, HIoH = 31fd TF SR 3R U= faam|

She grew up in central Uganda and she savoured simple, traditional dishes, from mashed

matoke — the country’s national dish of steamed, mashed green bananas — to luwombo, a

rich stew of meat, chicken or groundnuts steamed in banana leaves.

98 U el | Ueil-adl 3R 3811 IIYRUT, URURe o] &1 wWIg fordT, mashed matoke —

SR BT BT S foTeH W1 H Yo, AR fhT 8 &l 81 & — U AP luwombo T, ST A1,

ford a1 HiTthelt 1 T ¥ & o il & Uil | W9 H U ol g |

Her personal favourite, she said, was plantain, a humble staple that connected her to home

and heritage.

IBi Pel o ST AT Tl plantain UT, T TR i W ST 3% W 3R faRMd §

SRR

Lessons from Jane

Jane ¥ dRg

One of the most formative influences on Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka’s career was Jane Goodall,
who wrote the foreword to her book.

Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka & ®RIR TR Jg THIGLTeN U+l H I Udh Jane Goodall ?ﬁ, ﬁl@ﬁ
ID! T&ID Pt YT ferdl|

Meeting Goodall for the first time left a lasting impression, not because of celebrity but
because of humility: “She gave everyone equal attention, from a forest tracker to a head of
State,” Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka recalled.

Goodall ¥ Tgat IR fHaHT te il yHTa 31s T4, URifa & SR 8] dfedh f[aT9dl & HRUT:
B@%;?Wﬁw & faT, STa R A AR Isd W dd,” Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka =
1g foan
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She added that Goodall’s greatest lesson was collaboration: in a field often marked by
competition, Goodall demonstrated the power of quiet influence from persuading institutions,
shaping policy, and advancing conservation without also stealing the spotlight.

38 Eady % Goodall @1 TeT TSI URF collaboration At TH THT & Sl SRR Ufawgel I R
BT 8, 98l Goodall frwn?hﬁu‘«n—l‘f, Hif Y AMMBR 7, 3R W0 BT 3 dgM H T gH/G
F i s, e afeat 1

“She was powerful without being loud,” Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka put it.

“gg {1 QIR fasu ot guramredt off” Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka = %gl|

She had considered other figures to write the foreword.

Igin Uit forem & o s Afaaal wR ot faarR fasar o)

David Attenborough was approached but he declined endorsements to avoid a flood of
requests.

David Attenborough ¥ TUd a1 T o1 @fdhT IR SFRIEN 31 a1 a9 & forg g9 &=
I TAHR IR e

Her agent also suggested someone like Michelle Obama, whose public profile could bring
conservation to a wider audience.

3 Tsic A Michelle Obama i3t fobit &%l 1 i Yairal fan, forep! Hrdwii-iep U= TRef
&I IS (P! adb Ugal gl |

Coincidentally, Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka’s sister had been at Princeton at the same time as
Michelle Obama and Jeff Bezos, though she was unable to contact them.

TanT @, Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka &1 dg Princeton 7 3t T off 99 Michelle Obama 3iR Jeff
Bezos, Tdifd a8 314 WU o] B ! |

Gorillas and humans

3R g9

When asked what humans can leam from gorillas, Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka turned philosopher:
“They say chimps are what we are, but gorillas are what we want to be.”

e S U1 T b S el @ T URg Wb 2, A Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka 3 i
31T § T “d HEd ¢ 1 fuiol 98t & ol 89 &, Qfde MiXeal d g off g9 -1 A8 g I”
A striking example of gorillas’ gentleness is birth spacing.

3 BI gentleness &I Ueh YHTARITA IGTERUT birth spacing %I

Gorilla mothers give birth roughly every four and a half years, ensuring their older offspring
are emotionally independent before a new baby arrives.
TR ATATE TRTHT &R four and a half years ¥ &= &1 577 <1 €, 98 YMARA &R g¢ o a1
=T 3 T e I I F= HIaTHS ¥ J W7 gl ol |
“Animals think about consequences,” Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka said. “Many humans don't.”
Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka = Dhgl, “SI[MdR consequences > IR | drEd % |” Eb_sc QFF[:I—EETI
(Aside: asked who would win in a hypothetical fight between 100 men and one gorilla, she
Iaughed “A gorilla would beat 100 men. After one or two are taken down, the rest will run
away.”)

(Aside: STd 3T 100 men 3R one gorilla % S T HIeUHE TSTs A Siid & aR I YT 7T,
a1 3 39 US| “Tb RS 100 men DI & | TH 1 G fIRA & SIE FTepT HIT ST | )

Faith and Al

STRYT 3R TarTs

Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka is a believer and said she tumns to prayer in moments of
disappointment.

Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka 3T & 3R 3511 Pal f AR & e o 3 prayer &1 3R S B
She swims for a hobby, which she said offers solace and reminds her of her fisherman
grandfather from the Ssese Islands, as does time with her children.

m% Wﬁ?‘cﬁ% GﬁB%W?{HT%GﬁTSsese IsIands%Wﬂ—g’G{R’E{[&Taﬁaﬁ
ﬁﬂﬁ%,ﬁﬂméﬁﬁ%mumﬁaﬁ@mﬁm%
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o As for the future: the rise of artificial intelligence (Al) and robotics may one day aid
conservation, particularly by reducing human-wildlife interactions and limiting disease
transmission, but Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka insisted that such tools must respect the intelligence
of the animals themselves.
U & IR |: artificial intelligence (Al) 3R A BT IHR e {3 W1 § Aeg HR Javdl
2, faRIveR Ha-a=ieila udh &1 geTahx 3R I TR & HfEd X, Afd Dr. Kalema-
Zikusoka = SR &1 for TH ITSRUN DI WG FAHR] B! el BT A HAT Ao |

e “Gorillas are very intelligent creatures, so any technology applied should be thoughtfully
designed,” she said.

TR f&ogH far S =gl

e As Uganda continues to rebuild its ecological heritage, Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka’s career is a
reminder that conservation is as much about saving species as about rebuilding trust and
reimagining what coexistence can look like

S-S grTraT Sue uiRfRufaes foRmad &1 fhR § §138T 8, Dr. Kalema-Zikusoka’s HROR I8
T1e feardr § fob dReur fora=m uenfad &) 59 & IR 7 8, a1 81 trust B! R A s 3R
coexistence W@W%%ﬁﬂ@@@ﬂﬁ%@ﬁﬁlﬁ%l

General
relativity
survives its

hardest test yet
Gsssr

Vasudevan Mukunth

n January 14, 2025, the Laser
0 Interferometer Gravitational-wave

Observatories (LIGOs) recorded a
cosmic tremor unlike any before. Named
GW250114, the signal was the ‘loudest’
gravitational wave scientists had ever
detected.

In a study published in Physical Review
Letters on January 29, an international
team of researchers reported that it had
used this powerful signal to conduct the
most rigorous test of Albert Einstein’s
general theory of relativity and the nature
of black holes to date.

For more than a century, the theory,
also called general relativity, has been the
gold standard for understanding gravity.
It predicts that when two black holes
merge, they will form a single, distorted
survivor that settles down by ‘ringing’,
much like a bell that has been struck,
emitting gravitational waves in a process
called ringdown.

The researchers wanted to use

the exceptional clarity of
GW250114 to check whether
black holes truly are as simple as
Einstein predicted or if they hide
more complex features

According to the no-hair theorem, a
black hole in vacuum can be
characterised only by its mass and spin.
This means its ‘ringing’ should follow a
specific, predictable pattern, which is
called the Kerr metric. The researchers
wanted to use the exceptional clarity of
GW250114 to check whether black holes
truly are as simple as Einstein predicted
or if they hide more complex features that
might point to new physics.

To analyse the signal, the researchers
used a technique called black hole
spectroscopy. Gravitational-wave
scientists look for specific frequencies and
decay times in the ‘sound’ of a black
hole’s ringdown.

The team also used several advanced
mathematical tools. Software packages
called RINGDOWN and pyRing were used
to fit specific models to the post-merger
data to identify individual notes in the
signal. A method called pSEOBNR
analysed the entire signal to check if its
beginning and end told a consistent story.

The researchers also compared the
real-world data against supercomputer
simulations of black hole mergers to see
how well they matched, a technique
called numerical relativity.

The study’s results were a resounding
victory for general relativity. The team
successfully identified at least three
distinct ‘notes’ in the black hole’s ringing,
the dominant tone, its first overtone, and
amode at a higher pitch.

The frequencies and damping times of
these modes matched the predictions for
a Kerr black hole within just a few
percent. Because the signal was so loud,
the single event also allowed the team to
run other tests that were 2-3 times more
stringent than previous studies that
combined dozens of weaker events.

The data also confirmed Hawking’s
area theorem — which states that a black
hole’s surface area can’t decrease —at a
high statistical significance of 4.8 sigma.

“In summary, the single, loud event
GW250114 has yielded the scientific return
of dozens of previous detections, offering
a preview of the unprecedented science
that upcoming LIGO-Virgo-KAGRA
observing runs will unlock,” the
researchers wrote in their paper.

A new LIGO observatory, the third after
the two in the U.S., is coming up in
Maharashtra. Once it’s online it’s
expected to improve the precision with
which the network of observatories can
identify the source of gravitational waves
by an order of magnitude.

§gd intelligent creatures &, 39T Sl 4t da-iics AN &1 ST, I WD-

General relativity survives its
hardest test yet

U HTUEdT 39 aF B U1
Y Hie TRien d I d vel

. On January 14, 2025, the Laser
Interferometer Gravitational-wave
Observatories (LIGOs) recorded a
cosmic tremor unlike any before.

14 W9 2025 H! AR §

Tog-a’T Au=manai 3 U T SRS
U Rp1S forar S ugd &t =161 g i
. Named GW250114, the signal was
the ‘loudest’ gravitational wave scientists
had ever detected.

ey 250114 AT HT Ig Hdbd axTHDI
X Hobva T

. In a study published in Physical
Review Letters on January 29, an
interational team of researchers reported
that it had used this powerful signal to
conduct the most rigorous test of Albert
Einstein’s general theory of relativity and
the nature of black holes to date.

29 SHa3t &! fipfored oy ded &
UHIIRIA S(eaT H, SRS Mydbdisll &1
| A gar fob 9 feaRmal davd &1
ITINT S MTEEETS o HTHTT TTU&T
Rrgia 3R o1 faaR) @t upfa @t 3@ a&
D! Ya HAR g o forg fasar |

. For more than a century, the theory,
also called general relativity, has been
the gold standard for understanding
gravity.
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It predicts that when two black holes merge, they will form a single, distorted survivor that
settles down by ‘ringing’, much like a bell that has been struck, emitting gravitational waves
in a process called ringdown.

gg Hawrarolt SRl § & od a pwr faar firerd §, @ 3 & tae, 3 S § S ‘"l
Wt eafr & T 9 RR g1 7, ok RateTed e ufkar 7 T IARAT FRaAT B
According to the no-hair theorem, a black hole in vacuum can be characterised only by its

mass and spin.

T-3UR TR & R, Fafd & ot faar &1 dad 396 soad 3R gl § g ugam o
THA 5|

This means its ‘ringing’ should follow a specific, predictable pattern, which is called the Kerr
metric.

m@a{ﬁ%%w&"r get St @ty v iy, gaigaa te o1 ure ¥, o 3R afesw e
Sdl g |

The researchers wanted to use the exceptional clarity of GW250114 to check whether black
holes truly are as simple as Einstein predicted or if they hide more complex features that
might point to new physics.

Yol Seey 250114 BT SATYRUN WFAT BT IUUNT Jg Sira- & fo1T AT ded U o T
faaR araa o sigtergA &t Hiawamht frd WRa § a1 399 Sifde Sfed faRiwarg fad € s -e
ot Rysgia @1 SR Tohd FR THal 3|
To analyse the signal, the researchers used a technique called black hole spectroscopy.
gwﬁ@wﬁ%ﬁ@ﬂwﬁ&ﬁﬁwww AT bl T ST

I

Gravitational-wave scientists look for specific frequencies and decay times in the ‘sound’ of a
black hole’s ringdown.

ﬁ%ﬂ-ﬂ?ﬂmwﬁwaﬁﬁﬂw @ § faRkry smgfry iR &ra aw &t qam
|
The team also used several advanced mathematical tools.

A A B3 Id T SudRuT &7+t ST fHar

Software packages called RINGDOWN and pyRing were used to fit specific models to the
post-merger data to identify individual notes in the signal.

UTSFAT 9H% AoeddR Udboll &1 IYANT faerd & a1 & 3iidhe iR ARy Alsd

931 & foru fovar T difes Tobd | S1T-3IelT TR g™ o T |

A method called pPSEOBNR analysed the entire signal to check if its beginning and end told a
consistent story.

Treagendieasm THa fafY 7 R Havd &1 fa=eiwor far difes g S off Was for Saah!
I[E3HTT 3R 3id TP &1 T B! adTd & a1 Tl |

The researchers also compared the real-world data against supercomputer simulations of
black hole mergers to see how well they matched, a technique called numerical relativity.

Qﬁm&ﬁﬁwmﬁmwﬁmﬁw&wwmﬁlﬁﬁaﬁ
3T ST G & 3 bt Sred) kg AT WA B: T8 il TATHS WTheHlT Heard |
The study’s results were a resounding victory for general relativity.

ST & YR JTHTT ATUEET & ol Th SIRGR Siid Y|

The team successfully identified at least three distinct ‘notes’ in the black hole’s ringing, the
dominant tone, its first overtone, and a mode at a higher pitch.

&9 A pwr faaR 3 @l & S0 T HH dI STT-3e WRI Bt Ahadgded TgaH Hi—Iod
TR, DT Ugdl HIaReH, 3R 3= g aren T Jrs |

The frequencies and damping times of these modes matched the predictions for a Kerr black
hole within just a fewaﬁgrcent

S HIS! Bt ATGRIAT 3R XA G4, $ad $8 Ua=d & Uik, I $01 fdaw & e a1 18
yfgsariort & o @ off|

Because the signal was so loud, the single event also allowed the team to run other tests that
were 2-3 times more stringent than previous studies that combined dozens of weaker events.
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e The data also confirmed Hawking’s area theorem — which states that a black hole’s surface
area can’t decrease — at a high statistical significance of 4.8 sigma.

3fip el 7 BifehTT & Qe T i 4 fY Bl R et 11 § b prour faar 1 gt
YT gl Ghdl—a3iR U 4.8 R ot 3= Tifsua g Agl W Tl

o “In summary, the single, loud event GW250114 has yielded the scientific retum of dozens of
previous detections, offering a preview of the unprecedented science that upcoming LIGO-
Virgo-KAGRA observing runs will unlock,” the researchers wrote in their paper.

TMydpdiell 7 3= MyTH | fora, ORI H, Thdl IR HATH ool geT ey 250114 7 oAl
el Wie & sR1eR A TRom AT &, iR 3 are arg-faei - Deror aRul gRT g
Tt Syd faxe &t STa® & gl

e GEO600 (Germany)

e A new LIGO observatory, the third after the two in the U.S., is coming up in Maharashtra.
AR H HIS[G al JURMENST & a1 daLl 73 TS U HERTY H RAUd T 1331 8

e Once it’'s online it's expected to improve the precision with which the network of observatories
can identify the source of gravitational waves by an order of magnitude.

& Wiehd B & a8 IHIIG ¢ [ qu=Iansit &1 Aedd T a<ill & Hid & UgaH &
el Pl G AT db S5k DR |

Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation (LASER)

e Lasers produce highly intense beams of light.
This high intensity is a result of the amplification process that occurs within the laser medium.
Laser light is highly directional and focused. Unlike ordinary light sources, which emit light in
many directions, lasers concentrate light into a narrow, well-defined beam.

« Monochromatic: Laser light is monochromatic, which means it consists of a

single, well-defined wavelength and frequency.
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Himachal govt. sets goal of
31% 030

Amid growing environmental concerns, the
Himachal Pradesh government is working on a
detailed plan to boost its forest cover to 31% from
the existing 29.5% by 2030. During a review
meeting with the Forest department in Shimla on
Monday, Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
directed the department to prepare a
comprehensive roadmap through careful and
sustainable planning to increase the State’s forest
cover, which is currently 29.5%. He stressed the
importance of getting local people involved in
protecting the forest cover.

IR, gETA gEfde Ris gag,

3 faymT @t Tyt

Himachal govt. sets goal of 31% forest
cover by 2030

feHTId WRBR A 2030 AP 31% T4 &F BT
&g a9 fear

e Himachal govt. sets goal of 31% forest cover by
2030
fRHTId PR 7 2030 TH 31% a1 & & 9T I
foa

¢ Amid growing environmental concerns, the
Himachal Pradesh government is working on a
detailed plan to boost its forest cover to 31% from the
existing 29.5% by 2030

et ggtaRuirg ferarsii & o9, fgarad uew WeR
HIoIaT 29.5% & SETHR 2030 T T 87 Bl 31% P &
o1 ueh faRgal oM W BT @R I &

¢ During a review meeting with the Forest
department in Shimla on Monday, Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu directed the department to
prepare a comprehensive roadmap through careful
and sustainable planning to increase the State’s forest
cover, which is currently 29.5%

3! R & a9 fAUrT & Ty geien 966
3R Fdd AT & A1H I T B

I &3, ST IdAH | 29.5% T, B ¢ & oY Th ATIH JSHT IR - BT G2 feam
e He stressed the importance of getting local people involved in protecting the forest cover

IBH TR A B a1 & &1 JR&fT § M A & Hed TR SR e
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Wetlands as a national public good

n February 2, 2026, the world marked
World Wetlands Day 2026 under the
theme, ‘Wetlands and traditional
knowledge: Celebrating cultural
heritage'. In India, this theme feels especially apt.
There is a rich history of communities sustaining
themselves through wetlands following practices
that i safeguards
Traditional practices in ’l‘arml Nadu’s weLIands
revolve around ancient water and

is Chairperson,

community livelihoods, human-made tanks or
kulams, forming cascading irrigation networks for
paddy and other crops. In Wayanad, Kerala,
shallow wells called kenis, crafted over 200 years
ago, support drinking water, rituals, and festivals,
while wetlands in Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh,
sustain traditional fishing practices. Such stories
canbe [old from any part of India, where

have thrived for ions around

MS.
Research Foundation
(MSSRF)

wetlands that are both ecology and economy,
habitat and heritage, essential to social wellbeing.

But we must be honest. Although the benefits
and services of wetlands abound, wetlands
remain among the most threatened ecosystems
because they sit at the intersection of land, water,
and development.

Policy background, challenges at home
Policy and regulatory frameworks are often
blamed, but India does not lack laws. It lacks
consistent, high-quality implementation. The
Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules,
2017 provide a framework for identifying,
notifying, and managing wetlands through
authorities to restrict damaging activities.
However, nearly 40% of India’s wetlands have
vanished over the last three decades, and around
50% of what remains show signs of ecological
degradation.

Updated guidelines under the National Plan for
Conservation of Aquatic Ecosystems (NPCA) push
for structured planning, monitoring and
outcome-oriented management. The Coastal
Regulation Zone (CRZ) framework aims to
maintain the ecological integrity of coastal
wetlands, while Ramsar site designation offers
global recognition and responsibility. The 98
Ramsar sites in India are not just badges but
commitments that encourage action.

These instruments span freshwater, coastal,
urban, natural, riparian and high-altitude
wetland but must be coordinated into a single
operational rhythm that starts with mapping,
leads to notification and enhanced protection,
enables restoration where needed, and continues
monitoring through adaptive management.

Through site-based wetland conservation and
restoration initiatives, organisations such as the
M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation have
worked with State governments, local
communities and stakeholders to support
wetland mapping. participatorv management

Rupesh K.
Bhomia

is Director - Wetlands,
M. Swaminathan
Research Foundation
(MSSRF)

There is a need
to shift the
focus from
‘projects’ to
programmes
and
‘beautification’
to ecological
functionality,
and ensure
watershed-scale
governance

planning, and livelihood-linked conservation.
Wetlands are “multiple-use” systems, which
make them valuable and vulnerable. In a highly
populated country, encroachment and land
conversion have already erased around 40% of
natural wetlands, replacing them with
infrastructure, real estate and road networks.
Even where wetlands persist, their catchments
are often irreversibly altered, and old cadastral
maps rarely match current ground realities.
Wetlands rely on timing and flow of water.
Dams, embank.rnens, channehsauon sand

Third, protect the wetland’s catchment and
hydrological connectivity. Wetlands must be
managed as part of a basin or catchment system
— restore feeder channels, prevent blockages by
roads and embankments, stop solid waste
dumping, and regulate extraction that alters
water regimes.

Fourth, make coastal and riparian wetlands
central to disaster risk reduction. Mangroves,
mudflats, floodplains, and urban wetlands are
nature-based infrastructure. Planning authorities
should treat them as risk buﬂ'ers, worthy of

mining and g disrupt

these flows, erodmg their natural characteristics.
Riparian ‘wetlands and floodplains are especially
vulnerable because they are treated as spare land
rather than active river space. Urban wetlands are
expected to store floodwater, receive storm
runoff, absorb sewage, and remain clean and
biodiverse, often without legal buffers.

comparable to “grey” infrastructure.
CRZ enforcement should be paired with
livelihood-sensitive approaches that support
coastal communities while defending ecological
N0-go areas.

Fifth, build skills and institutions. A national
capacity mission for wetland managers with
accredited training in hydrology, restoration

Growing pollution results in the eutropt
of water bodies when untreated sewage,
industrial effluents, agricultural runoff, and solid
waste are pushed into wetlands. When a wetland
becomes a dumping ground, its biodiversity
collapses, along with its ability to buffer floods
and purify water. In coastal areas, sea-level rise,
cyclones and shoreline change collide with ports,
tourism, aquaculture and settlement growth.
Mangroves and lagoons face a double bind:
development pressure on landward sides and
rising seas on seaward sides, leaving them little
room to migrate.

Lastly, a major challenge is capacity
constraints. State wetland authorities are often
understaffed, underfunded, and stretched across
competing mandates. Training gaps in hydrology,
ecology, GIS, legal enforcement, and community
engagement often translate into weak

ecology, G sensing, environmental law
and community-led governance. NPCA
investments can be more transformative if paired
with systematic capacity building and measurable
performance indicators, including direct
livelihood benefits to local communities.

There are already strides in this direction, with
enhanced attention being given to wetlands by
various state and non-state actors, and it deserves
amplification. Better mapping and monitoring are
now possible through satellite remote sensing,
drones, and time-series analytics to track
encroachment, inundation, and vegetation
change.

Updated NPCA guidelines enable
science-based, monitorable management plans
for outcome-oriented design, while Ramsar’s
focus on clear boundaries and wise use aligns
with India’s needs — especially through

plans, weaker i ion and
continued degradation of valuable wetlands.

an
There is an urgent need to shift from prcr_]ects m
from “beautification” to
fu.ncunnaluy, and from “departmental silos” to
watershed-scale governance. Through
coordinated, efficiently monitored approaches,
we can begin to address this complex problem.

Here are some ideas to start with.

First, notification and safety of wetland
boundaries. The 2017 Rules are only as strong as
notification and demarcation, which should be
paired with publicly accessible maps, grievance
redress and participatory ground-truthing with
communities where disputes are likely.

Second, treat wastewater before it meets
wetlands. For urban and peri-urban wetlands, a
key action is ensuring treated inflows. Wetlands
cannot substitute for sewage treatment plants.
‘Where feasible, constructed wetlands can
complement but not replace primary treatment.

TS A fed & 9§ mskayfirar

stewardship.

The 2026 World Wetlands Day theme
highlights traditional knowledge that can
strengthen restoration and compliance when
treated as evidence.

Align science and policy

World Wetlands Day 2026 may have passed but
let us make a societal pact. Governments must
notify, enforce, fund, and coordinate; cities must
stop treating wetlands as wastelands; industry
must prevent pellution at source; research and
education institutions must train the next cadre
of wetland managers; and citizens must defend
local lakes, ponds, floodplains, mangroves, and
springs as shared heritage.

If we align science with policy, and policy with
people drawing strength from both modern tools
and traditional wisdom, we can restore wetlands
not as museum pieces, but as thriving, working
ecosystems. The future of India’s water —anda
significant part of India’s resilience — depends on
it.

On February 2, 2026, the world marked World Wetlands Day 2026 under the theme,
‘Wetlands and traditional knowledge: Celebrating cultural heritage’.
2 TRaRt 2026 H1 g+ A fay MY faawr 2026 &1 MY 3R URUl® T91: Aivplas
farToa @1 I favg & sidid w=m|
In India, this theme feels especially apt.
YRd H I8 favg faRy ¥ ¥ Iugad o g1
There is a rich history of communities sustaining themselves through wetlands following
practices that inherently safeguarded ecosystems.
TG BT YT & H1eam A WY P §H1Y TG BT U TG SIIeT 8T 8, STef Gt g
3{UTS 75 forg - WrHIfds &0 4 uIRfRUfs! d o1 & S
Traditional practices in Tamil Nadu’s wetlands revolve around ancient water management and
community livelihoods, human-made tanks or kulams, forming cascading irrigation networks
for paddy and other crops.

ﬁé@?ﬁﬁmummaﬁmﬁ 3R eI SofifdesT & 38-AE
Egﬂ?ﬁ%ﬂﬂa TS T HaH, S 4 3R 3T @l & g TRUeg R Aedd s €|
In Wayanad, Kerala, shallow wells called kenis, crafted over 200 years ago, support drinking
water, rituals, and festivals, while wetlands in Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh, sustain traditional
fishing practices.

A & IS H, B HedaH ad SYA HY, ST 200 T8 3% Uge 99T MY Y, T,
ST SR TERI &) TR 20 &, Sfeifeh oiiel Tow & Mebrperl &) ST TRURS Hevel)
e &1 U137t & S el & |

Such stories can be told from any part of India, where communities have thrived for
generations around wetlands that are both ecology and economy, habitat and heritage,
essential to social wellbeing.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
info@patrioticias.in

Email Id
Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page7 1



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

U eal YR & b ot iR @ et ot Gevdl) 7, wTeT g difedl @ smufeal & saury
HN & oY ST § |

But we must be honest.

A g1 SHFSER gIF1 1T

Although the benefits and services of wetlands abound, wetlands remain among the most
threatened ecosystems because they sit at the intersection of land, water, and development.

TR SRl & ATH 3R JaTd WRR 7, bR i eyt ged aifiier Yepeura uikfRufaet
o o g3 © ifeh @ yffy, et 3R fahr % IR R R B

Policy background, challenges at home

Hforra geyfsr, e Tt

Policy and regulatory frameworks are often blamed, but India does not lack laws.
e 3R FRm® gial B SR Y fadm ST &, Afdee YR § S &I B8l 151 51

It lacks consistent, high-quality implementation.

O PRI 3R 3 TJura ardt feharaeH &1 Bt g1

The Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017 provide a framework for

identifying, notifying, and managing wetlands through authorities to restrict damaging
activities.

SMEHA (TRE0T 3R Ysier) fgd, 2017 STyfAat ot uga, ST 3R UeeH & fag teh
ST UGH &R &, Torad Uieull & A1y ¥ giHeRS Tafater & i fomar Srar g1
However, nearly 40% of India’s wetlands have vanished over the last three decades, and
around 50% of what remains show signs of ecological degradation.

gTetifes, fUsa o G & YR Bt TRIHT 40% STHfHAT TR 81 718 ¢, 3R off a2t § 3-8
T 50% & TRFRRURIE &R0 & Tohel faars 3a &

Updated guidelines under the National Plan for Conservation of Aquatic Ecosystems (NPCA)
push for structured planning, monitoring and outcome-oriented management.

St aTiRfRufdesT = W& o ST & Sfaiid SreraH feRm-eRr WRiad oM, R
3R URUITHIE T @ sgrar ad 2

The Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) framework aims to maintain the ecological integrity of
coastal wetlands, while Ramsar site designation offers global recognition and responsibility.
It fafame &7 gian acig STyt ot RfRUfd® SRASAT ST XA &1 96T 39l §, Said
RTERR I &1 goit afyeds AT 3R RAeRY veH Fdr g |

The 98 Ramsar sites in India are not just badges but commitments that encourage action.
YR & 98 IHAIMR VI Had T g 781 ¢ dfch T Ydhed § ol HRATS B! WiTed HRd g |
These instruments span freshwater, coastal, urban, natural, riparian and high-altitude wetland
but must be coordinated into a single operational rhythm that starts with mapping, leads to
notification and enhanced protection, enables restoration where needed, and continues
monitoring through adaptive management.

3 IUR WS 5, AN, e, Wipfads, A-acia 3R S-$aTs it SMeyfPal a Ha 7, A
3% U &l UNGTeH g | qrf-ad a1 ST anfeu ot AR 9 IR 81, SRR iR 9¢1 g5
IR AP Ugd, STel A<Dl 81 gl TIIfT e &2, 3R SIHa-1d UeieH & Areqd §
IBUNEIRCINRSC]

Through site-based wetland conservation and restoration initiatives, organisations such as the
M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation have worked with State governments, local
communities and stakeholders to support wetland mapping, participatory management
planning, and livelihood-linked conservation.

RIT-SMYTR SMEU TREUT 3R TR Ugal & ATeqd ¥, TH.TY. WY SHUH ufas™
SR TSI 7 I WBRY, RIFHT TR 3R fRduRe! & A1y e Smyfey Ao,
U vEe e, SR SrehfaemT-snumia TRefr &1 wmfF fear |

Wetlands are “multiple-use” systems, which make them valuable and vulnerable.

AT “Tg-ITIRT YUTTeRAT §, Sl I Heud™ Ht F1cH § SIR Haga=ia 4|

In a highly populated country, encroachment and land conversion have already erased
around 40% of natural wetlands, replacing them with infrastructure, real estate and road
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networks.
e SR AT A H, AT 3R YN TRl A Ugd 8 Uihfaed Syt & T
40% 3R 3! fiyer fean B, iR I7a! STg S1awiRer, Siaet Uy 9uT I8 Acdd o 9 o

o Even where wetlands persist, their catchments are often irreversibly altered, and old cadastral
maps rarely match current ground realities.
ST ST &1t ot X5t §, T8T I IRyl & SRR SuRad-ig ¥ 9 ged 3 o g,
3R R IS T I STHHT aRdfasdrait @ e € Ad @ 71

e Wetlands rely on timing and flow of water.
YR STt & THT 3R Tare W R et B

e Dams, embankments, channelisation, sand mining and groundwater over-extraction disrupt
these flows, eroding their natural characteristics.
Sifey, AT, TERea], I T IR HoTel P AP G631 YaTe! Pl aidd Bl &, o 3!
I faRivamy &fior gt &

¢ Riparian wetlands and floodplains are especially vulnerable because they are treated as
spare land rather than active river space.
TS YT 3R 1g HaH IR FU 4 Hae=id ¢ Fifh 3¢ Aishd 1ol & & Jod
Sffafkad Yy & = & AT AT 81

e Urban wetlands are expected to store floodwater, receive storm runoff, absorb sewage, and
remain clean and biodiverse, often without legal buffers.

RS SMEYHTT & 3fUe o1 Sl & fob 3 a1 &1 Ut Tfad &R, Iui-oid 981d &1 U801 &Y, Jldsl
1 WY, 3R W3 9 9 fafy a1 X8, SR famT it qRen 85 & |

e Growing pollution results in the eutrophication of water bodies when untreated sewage,
industrial effluents, agricultural runoff, and solid waste are pushed into wetlands.

Il UgyUT o FeRl B G Bd=IT BT HRUT ST § O 191 SUTR & Widel, i
3URTY, P T8Ta, 3R oY BRI AR | STefl S 2

e When a wetland becomes a dumping ground, its biodiversity collapses, along with its ability to
buffer floods and purify water.

e g YA HeRT ST BT /Y F Sifcll 5, Al SHb! wid fafaderc g8 Sl &, Y gt s1g b
A 3R I B Y B DI IGDT & T 89 AT ]

e |n coastal areas, sea-level rise, cyclones and shoreline change collide with ports, tourism,
aquaculture and settlement growth.
TN &5 H THE-ER g, IehdTd 3R dexdl URad o1 TRl §exiTel, Teied, Siella ¥y 3R
Sl & foR & Ay g |

¢ Mangroves and lagoons face a double bind: development pressure on landward sides and
rising seas on seaward sides, leaving them little room to migrate.
HING SR o GIe &ard H §: Riel B Sh?ﬁmmaara@%wgaﬁ 3R FHE-ER g,
oY I1oh U RIF S&a & ol 9gd S S Sad g |

e Lastly, a major challenge is capacity constraints.
3id H, Teb g TN &HaT Bt bl

e State wetland authorities are often understaffed, underfunded, and stretched across
competing mandates.

T SMEYFET TIADHRUN SRR HHATRE Bl BT, ¢ Bl Y, 3R WRER ufaeneff it & s
3R GaTd HIEd 5|

e Training gaps in hydrology, ecology, GIS, legal enforcement, and community engagement
often translate into weak management plans, weaker implementation and continued
degradation of valuable wetlands.

o fag, aiRfRufaes, siiiferes St gomelt, S uadH, 3R Ter TeHIfiar & ufderr &t
HU SRR AR et Qrorraf, ok I 1 FHSR fharaae au1 geaar eyl &
AR erur o sed o B

Pragmatic and contextual approaches

AR 3R HeH-amemRa e

e There is an urgent need to shift from “projects” to programmes, from “beautification” to
ecological functionality, and from “departmental silos” to watershed-scale governance.
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Through coordinated, elIciently monitored approaches, we can begin to address this complex
problem.

AT IR HRIAAYIS R arelt TGl & e 4 51 39 Sifed IH] &1 90T Y&
R & g |

Here are some ideas to start with.

3T & o $3 faR TeT |

First, notification and safety of wetland boundaries.

Tgdl, SATHfH el o iR ok WRef|

The 2017 Rules are only as strong as notification and demarcation, which should be paired
with publicly accessible maps, grievance redress and participatory ground-truthing with
communities where disputes are likely.

2017 & o0 I € Holgd € fora-T i SR Trie-, R e &0 ¥ Iuds Ta,
fRrTad AR 3R TGl faarg &1 SHTaHT g 981 THar! & A1 YU STHIH! HeTa | ST
ERIEINY

Second, treat wastewater before it meets wetlands.

R, SORTY Id &I M I Uga- 9 Ugd SudRd e |

For urban and peri-urban wetlands, a key action is ensuring treated inflows.

Ted) 3R -2t SV B FoTU e T ded SUaIRd FaTE QR B 2|

Wetlands cannot substitute for sewage treatment plants.

YAt Has IUIR WA BT faded 61 a7 Tl |

Where feasible, constructed wetlands can complement but not replace primary treatment.
ST wHa g, FAffa smtyfirat urufiie SuaR &1 e &9 Tohdl & At STBT R a1 & Java|
Third, protect the wetland’s catchment and hydrological connectivity.

FRRT, SR B TR 8 IR STel- 3D qeTd B &l He |

Wetlands must be managed as part of a basin or catchment system — restore feeder
channels, prevent blockages by roads and embankments, stop solid waste dumping, and
regulate extraction that alters water regimes.

SEfHT T Tee TARTH a1 STrgUl YurTelt o f3e & U & g1 anfet — Smyfel a-al
TETd B}, TSh! 3R dedel I §iH et 3faRTY A, SN HaRT ST dig IR, 3R STel UaTg AR
o d1d Qi Bl ERd &L
Fourth, make coastal and riparian wetlands central to disaster risk reduction.

YT, T SR F-acIg SMeHfErt B 3MueT S gHihur o7 g S|
Mangroves, mudflats, floodplains, and urban wetlands are nature-based infrastructure.
 ETS THA, §1¢ A, aﬁ?s@ﬁ&nﬁm@mm TR T B |

Planning authorities should treat them as risk buffers, worthy of investment comparable to
“grey” infrastructure.

mmﬁﬁmmwma“ﬁ’&w%wﬁwmww
|

CRZ enforcement should be paired with livelihood-sensitive approaches that support coastal
communities while defending ecological no-go areas.

TN faf e &3 &1 yad- sehifasml-Yae=id SUTl & W1 J&1 g1 A1t off ac i JHar &
T 3a gu uikfRufass Rt &=t ot en w1

Fifth, build skills and institutions.

Tigdl, BRI R TR fTHRId B

A national capacity mission for wetland managers with accredited training in hydrology,
restoration ecology, GIS/remote sensing, environmental law and community-led governance.

3T Teiteh! & ToTT Uoh ST &a R, forem St fasi, geifoe
I TOTTE 3R IUUE Tde, Wwﬁwmwﬁwﬁwﬁ

NPCA investments can be more transformative if paired with systematic capacity building and
measurable performance indicators, including direct livelihood benefits to local communities.

TIRFRUTIBT =1 TR&UT Ao & A stferes RadTHRI 81 Iobd & afe I HarRUd &
?ﬁﬁmﬁ;mﬁuwﬁﬁ%ﬁ%mu@am,mﬁwmﬁwamwu
e |
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There are already strides in this direction, with enhanced attention being given to wetlands by
various state and non-state actors, and it deserves amplification.

=9 e A Ued @ & U @) XE) 8, R <o o TR ve Syl R oifiis e 3R Y,
3R 39 3IR JeraT i a1ful

Better mapping and monitoring are now possible through satellite remote sensing, drones,
and time-series analytics to track encroachment inundation, and vegetation change.

3 U TR ST, S, IR G- [AZAT 3 HeTT § SHRIH TV, STeTRT,
ﬁmﬁuﬁaﬁqﬁ%wﬁ@é@mmsﬁ?ﬁnﬁqw%

Updated NPCA guidelines enable science-based, monitorable management plans for
outcome-oriented design, while Ramsar’s focus on clear boundaries and wise use aligns with
India’s needs — especially through community stewardship.

3fera feRmfeRT uRum=TE fEums & fo fa-smeid, TR Ueite Ao 96 $Rd 5,
e IR BT WY WHradt 3R fadeyul IudivT R SR YRA BT e & ReU § —
faRITHR TG BT TR&Hd & H1AH |

The 2026 World Wetlands Day theme highlights traditional knowledge that can strengthen
restoration and compliance when treated as evidence.

2026 & 3y SMEYN foaw 1 faw URuRe I P ISR &Rl 7, S W16 & =0 A HH o1 W
YARIT 3R SIUTCH &) AoTgd R Tl ¢

Align science and policy

fagm= sik Hifa

I 9

World Wetlands Day 2026 may have passed but Igt us make a so'cietal pact.
fay Smyfly feaw 2026 Y S oid T BT, <ifdh B T AN Tahed AT A1 |

Governments must notify, enforce, fund, and coordinate; cities must stop treating wetlands as
wastelands; industry must prevent pollution at source; research and education institutions
must train the next cadre of wetland managers; and citizens must defend local lakes, ponds,
fIroodeams mangroves, and springs as shared heritage.

1 SN ST, Tac &, Toxd ST SIR TH=ad H_A1 81T R8T ! SHTqfHat b
§oR YA T §E HRAT §IT; ST 61 i TR S UgH0T AT SR, SHUT SR fRreqor Tyt
BT SATEUH TEUD! BT ST Hig! TIR BT gRT; SR AN B WA Sfiall, drena, 91
He, AT 3R IR B 1 fRAd & =0 T I8 B gt
If we align science with policy, and policy with people drawing strength from both modern
tools and traditional wisdom, we can restore wetlands not as museum pieces, but as thriving,
working ecosystems.

gfe 59 fagm & ifa 9, ok ifa & dril A s <, ok nyfie Iuaui ayT URuRe® J19
A ufdE d dien &nﬁmaﬁmﬁaﬁ&ﬁaﬁm?ﬁ gfewp Sfidd ok wrfefa
TIRfRUfI®! @3 & T4 § TR o~ 9ad ¢ |

The future of India’s water — and a S|gn|f|cant part of India’s resilience — depends on it

YRA & I BT HTHT — SR YR B AFTWAT BT TP Hgdqyl fgedl — 38 R AR FRar g1
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Questions and Answers to the previous
day’s daily quiz: 1. The convention was
signed on February 2, 1971 in this city. Ans:
Ramsar

2. The theme for World Wetlands Day 2026.
Ans: ‘Wetlands and traditional
knowledge: Celebrating cultural
heritage’

3. The three types of wetlands as per the
convention. Ans: Inland wetlands, Coastal
wetlands, and Human-made wetlands

4. This country has the highest number of
sites designated under the Ramsar
Convention. Ans: U.K.

5. Number of sites India has. Ans: 98 sites
6. Name the first two Indians sites to join the
convention in October 1981. Ans: Chilika
Lake (Odisha) and Keoladeo National
Park (Rajasthan)

Visual: Name this site in India. Ans: Patna
Bird Sanctuary

Early Birds: Piyali Tuli| Sukdev Shet| Tom
Alan Faith| Arun Kumar Singh| Tito Shiladitya
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Qulz

The convention was signed on February 2,
1971 in this city.

Answer: Ramsar

Explanation (About the Ramsar Convention)

The statement refers to the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands, an international treaty for the conservation
and wise use of wetlands. It was adopted/signed on
2 February 1971 in the city of Ramsar, located in Iran
(on the Caspian Sea coast). Because of this, the treaty
is popularly called the Ramsar Convention. The date 2
February is globally observed as World Wetlands
Day, highlighting wetlands’ ecological and livelihood
importance.

The theme for World Wetlands Day 2026
Answer: ‘Wetlands and traditional knowledge:
Celebrating cultural heritage’

Explanation

World Wetlands Day is observed every year on 2
February to mark the adoption of the Ramsar

Convention (1971). For 2026, the official theme is “Wetlands and traditional knowledge:
Celebrating cultural heritage”, which highlights the cultural and livelihood link between wetlands
and local communities. It emphasises the role of indigenous and traditional knowledge in
conserving wetlands through sustainable practices, protecting biodiversity, and maintaining water

security for future generations.

The three types of wetlands as per the convention
Answer: Inland wetlands, Coastal wetlands, and Human-made wetlands

Explanation

Under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, wetlands are broadly grouped into three major types:
Inland wetlands, Coastal wetlands, and Human-made wetlands. Inland wetlands include rivers,
lakes, marshes, peatlands, and floodplains. Coastal wetlands cover mangroves, estuaries, lagoons,
coral reefs, and tidal flats. Human-made wetlands include reservoirs, dams, fish ponds, rice paddies,
and wastewater treatment wetlands. This classification helps in proper identification and

management.

This country has the highest number of sites designated under the Ramsar

Convention
Answer: U.K.

Explanation

Under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands (1971), countries designate wetlands of international
importance as Ramsar Sites. The United Kingdom (U.K.) has the highest number of Ramsar
Sites globally, reflecting its strong wetland identification and conservation framework. Many U.K.
Ramsar Sites overlap with protected area categories meant for conserving waterbirds, marshlands,
estuaries, and coastal ecosystems. This also highlights how national policy and international
environmental commitments together strengthen wetland protection.
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Number of sites India has (under the Ramsar Convention)
Answer: 98 sites

Explanation

India designates wetlands of international importance as Ramsar Sites under the Ramsar
Convention (1971). As per the latest updated status, India has 98 Ramsar Sites. This reflects India’s
expanding focus on wetland conservation, including protection of biodiversity, water regulation,
flood control, and support to livelihoods. Ramsar recognition also strengthens site-level management
through conservation planning, monitoring, and community involvement, especially in ecologically
sensitive inland and coastal wetland ecosystems.

Name the first two Indian sites to join the Ramsar Convention in October 1981
Answer: Chilika Lake (Odisha) and Keoladeo National Park (Rajasthan)

Explanation

India joined the Ramsar Convention and began recognising wetlands of international importance. In
October 1981, the first two Indian wetlands designated as Ramsar Sites were Chilika Lake
(Odisha) and Keoladeo National Park (Rajasthan). Chilika is Asia’s largest brackish water lagoon
and supports rich fishery and migratory birds. Keoladeo (Bharatpur) is a globally important wetland
for migratory waterbirds. These designations marked India’s formal start in global wetland
conservation.
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